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Present CLG members 
Attendees 
Geoff Manchee 
Neville Mitchell  
Suzanne Lysaught 
Douglas Lysaught 
Bill Grose 
Claudia Gall 
John Tramby 
Tammy Elbourne 
David Aber 
 
Apologies 
Henry Schneebeli 
Paul Assef 
Monica Lea – RTA  
Col Thomas 
 
 

Project team 
Attendees 
Jeffrey Hall – RTA 
Robert Ausling – RTA 
Sam Brown - RTA 
Dane Hendry – RTA 
David Sturtridge - RTA COUNTRY 
WEST ROAD SERVICES 
Peter Glashoff – RTA COUNTRY 
WEST ROAD SERVICES 
Peter Marshall – RTA COUNTRY 
WEST ROAD SERVICES 
Steve O‘Rourke – Environmental 
Management Representative (EMR) 
 
Guests 
Mark Bourne- Department of 
Environment and Climate Change 
 
Observers 
Theo Tzannes  
 
 
 

 

Distribution All above  
Rodney Brazel 
Peter Cooper 
Meryl Dillon 
Sally Mishell 
Lloyd Munro 
Belinda Pring 
Leo Reiner 
Karen Shearer 
Allan Woods 
Brian Mansfield 
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Item  

 Welcome and Agenda 

a) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) introduced Mark Bourne from the Department of Environment and 
Climate Change (DECC). 

b) Theo Tzannes was introduced as an observer for Col Thomas who could not make 
the meeting.  

c) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) reminded the Community Liaison Group (CLG) of the Terms of 
Reference including opportunities for observers to attend.   

d) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) acknowledged the passing of Lou Swan. Bill Grose provided the 
CLG with an overview of Lou Swan’s life and a minute’s silence was observed. 

 Minutes from the last meeting 

a) At CLG 21 Attila Balazs (Exxon Mobil) reported on the contaminated land in the area 
of the Gosport Street fuel depots and highlighted the report was still to be finalised. 
Jeffrey Hall (RTA) advised that the report had now been finalised, however, the RTA 
is unable to provide a copy of the report to the CLG as it is a Mobil report. 

b) Cr Claudia Gall asked the notes to record that Moree Plains Shire Council (MPSC) 
Councillors could not attend CLG Meeting 21 due to a clash with a council meeting. 

c) Cr Claudia Gall advised that the MPSC expressed concerns about the 
contamination and were looking for a way forward to resolve corridor. In addition,  
there were also concerns relating to the proposed Gwydir Highway Interim 
Connection. 

Membership 

a) A number of CLG member vacancies now exist. The CLG Terms of Reference 
outlines the process for new members. The CLG also noted the Terms of Reference 
highlight the importance of continuity of members. 

b) Cr Claudia Gall recalled when Cr John Tramby’s and her positions on the CLG were 
ratified there was also discussion regarding a third councillor being on the CLG. 

c) Cr Claudia Gall stated that MPSC had resolved to nominate Sue Price (Deputy 
MPSC Mayor) for CLG membership. A vote was taken and carried unanimously. 

d) Peter Strang has resigned as the Chamber of Commerce representative. The 
Chamber of Commerce has requested that Ron Gunther replace him as 
representative. 

e) It was highlighted that Brian Mansfield’s interest in project has ceased and that 
Rodney Brazel and Lou Swan’s positions were also vacant. 

f) The procedure proposed for electing replacement members was discussed. 
Replacements are to be nominated and voted on. If ratified the replacement will be 
invited to the following meeting. 

g) SKM is to contact CLG members who have not attended recent meetings to confirm 
membership.  
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Northern stage update 

a) Peter Glashoff (RTA Country West Road Services) advised the meeting that works 
on the northern section of the Bypass are continuing, however progress has been 
restricted due to poor weather in November. The following items outline recent 
progress. 

b) Half of the Skinners Creek culvert concrete deck was poured early last Thursday 
morning, 27 November. The concrete pour was commenced out of hours at 
approximately 3am. Potentially affected residents were notified and offered 
alternative accommodation, however no residents accepted. The concrete pour 
went very well and there was no negative post-construction feedback received from 
the community.  The second half of Skinners Creek culvert concrete deck is 
scheduled to be poured on the morning of Thursday 4 December.  This would 
essentially see the completion of the box culvert structures at Camaroo Channel, 
Duffys Creek and Skinners Creek 

c) With the exception of Gwydirfield Road, the first select material pavement layer is 
finished, with placement of the second layer in progress.  

d) Revegetation of batters and open drains has been very successful, with the site 
looking green. 

e) Sediment and erosion control measures continue to be maintained. 

f) Works at the bridge over the Mehi River are continuing, with pier no 2 (within the 
river) now complete. Once the culvert structures have been completed, construction 
resources will be shifted to the bridge.  It is anticipated the bridge will be nearing 
completion in February. All bridge girders have been delivered, however not all 
girders will be placed before Christmas as originally planned.  

g) A CLG participant asked if the site would be closed over Christmas. Peter Glashoff 
confirmed that the site will be closed and secured from the 18/12/08 through to the 
05/01/09. 

h) A CLG participant inquired if the Northern section was on time and budget. Peter 
Glashoff replied that the northern section was a little behind program due to weather 
and some materials issues and on budget. 

i) A CLG participant asked how many workers are on site. Peter Glashoff replied that 
there were approximately 40 workers. At the moment Nelmac (culvert and bridge 
sub-contractor) has an extra eight to 10 workers on site. Approximately six RTA 
Country West Road Services employees have been temporarily moved to a project 
at Coonabarabran. Worker numbers vary due to delivery of materials and supplies. 

 
Contamination  

a)  Jeffrey Hall (RTA) read a letter addressed to the CLG from a CLG member who 
was unable to attend, relating to contamination issues and associated delays. The 
letter expressed three views: 

i. Poor management of the proposed decontamination; 
ii. Wasting of money; 
iii. The decontamination process being embroiled in red tape. 

Jeffrey Hall has sent a copy of the letter to Mark Bourne from the DECC. 
b) Mark Bourne explained the DECC’s involvement and their responsibilities under 

Contaminated Land Management Act. The trigger for DECC involvement is when 
the site contamination is found to present a ‘Significant Risk of Harm’ as defined by 
the Act. In this case, there is no immediate risks to human health as the plume of 
fuel contaminated groundwater does not extend very far beyond the boundaries of 
the depot site.  However, DECC is regulating the remediation in order to ensure 
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maintenance of the beneficial uses of groundwater in the area. 
c) Mark Bourne noted there are three aquifers at different depths. 
d) DECC and Mobil have entered a voluntary remediation agreement. 

i. Phase 1: soil decontamination complete 
ii. Phase 2: ground water decontamination required. The extent of ground 

water decontamination to be defined.  
e) Mark Bourne explained that the recent decontamination work undertaken by Mobil 

has indicated the groundwater contamination extends into the adjacent property 
owned by Caltex (previously Golden Fleece).  Investigations of the extent of offsite 
migration of the plume of fuel contaminated groundwater found that contamination 
located on the former Golden Fleece site is predominantly diesel contamination, 
while the contamination from the Mobil site is petroleum. It was noted the 
contamination does not appear to have travelled far.   

f) In response to the newly found contamination, DECC has sent a draft declaration to 
Caltex identifying the site as a “Significant Risk of Harm”.  This will ensure that 
Caltex deals with any contamination sourced from its site so as to prevent offsite 
migration of the contamination.  Caltex now have until 12th December 2008 to 
respond to the draft declaration. DECC intend to proceed with the declaration by 
end of December. Caltex may respond and offer to enter into a voluntary 
remediation agreement.  Otherwise DECC may issue an order to remediate. Based 
on discussions with Caltex, the early indications are that Caltex intend to cooperate 
and proceed under a voluntary agreement. 

g) Given Caltex and Mobil properties have a common boundary that the groundwater 
contamination crosses, ground water decontamination will require negotiation and 
cooperation between the two parties.  

h) The decontamination of the ground water will take a long time (e.g. pump and treat), 
however this will not preclude the construction of Moree Bypass road works. Other 
remedial methods may also be employed. 

i) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) highlighted that an essential part of the delay has been because 
the RTA will not acquire the land until those responsible for decontamination are 
identified. Having a declaration reduces the risk for the RTA. 

j) Mark Bourne explained that under section 12 of the Contaminated Land 
Management Act that the polluter responsible for decontamination. If the polluter no 
longer exists or can not be identified then liability rests with the current land owner. 
Also that under section 60 of the Contaminated Land Management Act, site owners 
have a duty to notify DECC if harmful contamination is found. The RTA had a duty to 
inform DECC under this section of the Act. 

k) Mark Bourne from DECC stated that should remediation not proceed under a 
voluntary agreement then the suspected polluter will be pursued under the Act.  

l) A CLG participant noted that the contamination was initially thought to be confined 
to Mobil, and questioned if there were any guarantees that the full extent of 
contamination had now been identified. There were no guarantees that no further 
pollution would be identified. 

m) A CLG participant questioned whether there could be the same issue within rail 
property immediately east of Mobil and Caltex, and therefore requiring DECC to deal 
with a third polluter. Jeffrey Hall (RTA) replied that Rail have advised that their 
leases granted to past fuel depot operators clearly identify the operator as being 
responsible for any contamination caused within the railway corridor by spills 
occurring during fuel unloading. 

n) A CLG participant queried, based on the current information, what the best case 
scenario was if Caltex enter into a voluntary remediation agreement, or the worst 
case scenario if they do not and DECC proceed with the Declaration and issue an 
order to the polluter. Mark Bourne replied that the best case scenario would be a 
declaration in December. The Polluter would then be given approximately two 
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months to prepare a proposal for voluntary decontamination.  DECC then considers 
and executes the agreement. However, should Caltex dispute the contamination 
originated from their site, then DECC would go through the site history to identify 
previous owners/operators and if possible, determine who was the polluter.  

o) A CLG participant asked is there anything stopping the RTA from proceeding with 
the Bypass. Jeffrey Hall (RTA) that if the polluter could not be identified, there are 
risks for the RTA, becoming liable for decontamination costs as the owner. The RTA 
had to be cautious of incurring the contamination liability as it is accountable for how 
public funds are spent. 

p) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) highlighted the RTA had only been advised of the DECC’s draft 
declaration on the Caltex site today.  Although this could potentially be good news in 
terms of reduced delays to the southern section construction, it was too early for the 
RTA to formally comment.  Jeffrey Hall (RTA) also emphasised that the Gwydir 
Highway interim connection proposal must continue to be developed as a 
contingency plan. 

q) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) advised the RTA will continue to meet with DECC, Rail 
Infrastructure Corporation and Moree Plains Shire Council as an interagency 
approach, to identify and address any obstacles from within government.  However 
progress is obviously reliant on the cooperation of polluters. 

 

Gwydir Highway interim connection proposal 

a) A CLG participant indicated that the town and shire have waited many years for the 
Bypass, and as such would be willing to wait another twelve months. Significant 
concerns with the proposal were also expressed, including if the proposal was 
implemented there would be sections of Gosport Street and surrounding 
development areas that would be affected due to ongoing uncertainty. 
In response to these issues, the RTA has expanded the proposal’s environmental 
assessment to specifically describe GHIC access arrangements to Gosport Street 
and surrounding commercial/industrial area. 

b) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) advised the environmental assessment will be submitted to the 
NSW Department of Planning who will assess and determine to reject, accept or 
accept with conditions. 

c) It was advised that the DECC is aware of the critical nature and timing of the project 
and therefore are assisting as much as possible. 

d) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) explained the process of tendering, awarding the tender and 
construction, with the aim to have the connection built by late 2009. 

e) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) explained that if no delays had been experienced the full Bypass 
would have been completed by now and within the current approved federal funding 
limit of $56.4 million. 

f) Cr John Tramby stated that in his opinion MPSC would support the proposal if the 
southern section tender was awarded. 

g) Cr Claudia Gall advised that last month’s council resolved motion of notice, rejecting 
the proposal.  

h) Cr Claudia Gall also indicated that the MPSC also resolved to meet with the Minister 
for the Environment to attempt to expedite the process.  

i) A CLG participant congratulated the DECC and Mobil on their outstanding efforts 
and expeditious response. 

j) Jeffrey Hall (RTA) advised RTA is still progressing with preparation works for the 
southern section, including utilities and property acquisition 

k) A CLG participant requested that MPSC and the CLG be kept informed of progress 
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 Other/Close 

Appreciation for cooperation of all agencies involved was passed on by the CLG. 
Particularly, the hard work and honesty of Jeffrey Hall throughout the process.  

The meeting was declared closed at 7.30pm. 

 


