
Meeting Notes 
 

Purpose of Meeting Community Liaison Group Meeting – 21 

Project Moree Town Centre Bypass Project No  

Prepared By Amanda Muir Phone No 1800 052 425 

Place of Meeting Moree Town & Country Club 
Frome Street, Moree 

Date 16 October  2008 
5.30pm–7.30pm 

Project website www.rta.nsw.gov.au/moreetowncentrebypass 
 

 Page 1 of 7 

Present CLG members 
 
Attendees 
Paul Assef 
Brian Mansfield 
Allan Woods 
Geoff Manchee 
Neville Mitchell 
Col Thomas 
Henry Schneebeli 
Suzanne Lysaught 
Douglas Lysaught 
Bill Grose 
 
Apologies 
Claudia Gall 
David Aber 
John Tramby 
Peter Strang 
Lou Swan – (withdrawn from 
Community Liaison Group) 
Andrew Mitchell – Department of 
Environmental and Climate Change 
(DECC) 
 
 

Project team 
Attendees 
Jeffrey Hall – RTA 
Robert Ausling – RTA 
Monica Lea – RTA  
Robert Kneale – RTA 
Dane Hendry – RTA 
April Guise – RTA 
Cindy Nutley - RTA 
David Sturtridge - RTA COUNTRY 
WEST ROAD SERVICES 
Peter Glashoff – RTA COUNTRY 
WEST ROAD SERVICES 
Celeste Swain – RTA COUNTRY 
WEST ROAD SERVICES 
Steve O‘Rourke – Environmental 
Management Representative (EMR) 
Frank Napolitano – SKM 
Stacy McLeod – SKM 
Amanda Muir – SKM 
Guests 
Attila Balazs - Exxon Mobil 
Andrew Hunt - Exxon Mobil 
 
 

 

Distribution All above  
Belinda Pring 
Peter Cooper 
Tammy Elbourne 
Lloyd Munro 
Sally Mishell 
Rodney Brazel 
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Item  

 Welcome and Agenda 

a) The RTA facilitator Monica Lea introduced a project team member from Sinclair 
Knight Merz (SKM), Frank Napolitano.  

b) Monica Lea advised the Community Liaison Group (CLG) that councillors and the 
General Manager from the Moree Plains Shire Council (MPSC) were unable to 
attend the CLG gathering due to the meeting of the newly elected Council.  

  

Report on actions from last meeting 

a)  Jeffrey Hall (RTA) advised the meeting that a report on the contaminated land in the 
area of the Gosport Street fuel depots would be delivered to the meeting shortly. 

 

Northern Stage  Update 

a) Peter Glashoff (RTA Country West Road Services) advised the meeting that works 
on the northern section of the bypass were continuing. Works at the new Mehi River 
Bridge were continuing with two spans now in place. Box culverts had been 
completed at Cameroo and Duffy’s Creek. The culvert at Skinners Creek is almost 
ready for the first deck. 

b) Out of hours work has been approved by the Department of Planning (DoP), out of 
hours work is necessary to manage the concrete pours, which due to temperature 
requirements need to be completed in the early morning. 

c) A CLG participant asked why there were traffic control lights in the vicinity of the 
northern tie-in.  Peter Glashoff replied the lights are in place for safety reasons to 
regulate truck movements whilst they access stock piles located on the opposite 
side of the Newell Highway. A CLG participant stated that the harvest was 
commencing next week so is it possible to limit the use of the lights to reduce impact 
on harvest traffic. Peter Glashoff responded that the RTA would keep this in mind 
but that it was likely there would be only limited use of the lights over the coming 
weeks. The meeting was advised that the harvest finishes towards the end of 
November.  

 

 
Contamination  

a)  Jeffrey Hall gave the meeting an update on the contamination issues. Mobil has 
completed soil decontamination works on their site. During the process of 
remediating its site, Mobil has been unable to locate the source of contamination. 
Mobil now believes that this source is located on adjacent properties. Mobil has 
notified the Department of Environment and Climate Change (DECC) of results of its 
decontamination works. 

b) A CLG participant asked if copies of the Mobil Decontamination Report will be made 
available to the Community Liaison Group. Attila Balazs (Exxon Mobil) responded 
that this report was still being finalised. 
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c) Jeffrey Hall stated that Andrew Mitchell from the DECC had asked for the following 
statement to be read to the meeting. 

 
• Mobil advised DECC in August 2008 that it had completed soil remediation 

works at its Moree depot but that it was placing their groundwater 
remediation works on hold due to concerns about other sources of 
groundwater contamination on neighbouring land.  

• DECC has reviewed the information provided by Mobil and concurs that a 
source of groundwater contamination may be located on the site to the north 
known as the former Golden Fleece site, in addition to sources of 
groundwater contamination at the Mobil site.  

• DECC has obtained copies of lease agreements from RailCorp that show 
the present day Caltex Petroleum Pty Ltd has held leases at the site since 
1986.  

• DECC holds reports prepared for Caltex on soil remediation carried out in 
2000-2002 at the former Golden Fleece site.  

• DECC initiated discussions with Caltex in August 2008 and provided them 
with information about the groundwater contamination.  

• Caltex has not responded on these matters and therefore DECC is 
progressing to regulation.  

• DECC considers this contamination issue to be serious and understands the 
community’s need for the bypass. However a time estimate for 
decontamination cannot be provided at this time.  

 
d) Jeffrey Hall advised the meeting that the DECC statement will be included in the 

meeting notes. 
e) Jeffrey Hall advised the meeting that DECC has contacted Caltex but has received 

no reply. It is DECC’s intention to regulate the site. 
f) The RTA has asked DECC for an estimate of when the site will be decontaminated. 

DECC has advised that at this point in time they are unable to give the RTA any 
time estimates. 

g) Jeffrey Hall informed the meeting that Council has been fully briefed on events and 
that both MPSC and the RTA are concerned about the delay to the project. 

h) Jeffrey Hall requested that the meeting notes record the appreciation of both the 
RTA and the people of Moree to Mobil for their co-operation and prompt remediation 
of the contaminated site and thanked them for remediating the land ahead of time.  

i) The meeting queried whether or not there was proof of additional contamination. 
Jeffrey Hall responded that DECC use the word “may” to describe the possibility of 
contamination. There is evidence of contamination, however the source of this 
contamination is currently unknown. 

j) A CLG participant then stated the belief that if there is contamination present, it 
should only take a few months to clean up. Mobil responded that the contamination 
is groundwater contamination found six to seven metres below the surface. Mobil 
also stated that the groundwater contamination was not from Mobil only and may 
have come from another source.  

k) A CLG participant queried how long it will take to clean up the groundwater.  Mobil 
responded that it will be relatively easy to clean up the contaminated land. A CLG 
participant responded saying he thought this sounded inconsistent with the advice 
given previously by DECC. 

l) Jeffrey Hall explained that at the last CLG meeting Mobil had said that until they 
began remediation works they wouldn’t be able to ascertain the extent of the 
problem. Mobil have found relatively little contamination and have not found the 
source of the contamination.  
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m) Jeffrey Hall explained that DECC will be managing the land under the Contaminated 

Land Act. DECC will require the landowner to investigate, after which DECC will 
determine whether the contamination poses a significant risk of harm. Caltex will be 
made to undergo this process Mobil has been informed by DECC that the 
contamination was classified as “significant harm” Mobil has spent over $1 million to 
date and it  will not spend any more money until the owner is identified  

n) Mobil informed the meeting that it had cleaned up the soil contamination on its site 
and had expected to find gross soil contamination. Mobil has doubled the test 
criteria however it still hasn’t found any significant soil contamination. This lack of 
soil contamination leads Mobil to believe the groundwater contamination comes 
from another source, off its site. Mobil has asked DECC to undertake an overall 
investigation of all three depots on Gosport Street to determine the source of the 
groundwater contamination. The RTA has asked Mobil if this was going to be simple 
to clean up. Mobil responded that with the current technology the clean up 
procedure was relatively simple, but that until the entity responsible for the source of 
contamination is identified, this cleanup could not commence. Mobil said that it had 
met its obligations to the bypass. 

o) A CLG participant asked the RTA why the bypass cannot be routed down Gosport 
Street. Jeffrey Hall responded that the meeting would discuss alternative route 
options later during the course of the meeting. 

p) A CLG participant also queried why, if the contaminated land doesn’t affect 
anything, can’t the RTA just monitor the bores? Jeffrey Hall responded that DECC 
has regulated to clean this up. Mobil responded that if the contamination has moved 
off site then it will technically be classed as being of significant harm to people and 
the environment. The RTA referred to the meeting notes from CLG Meeting No. 19, 
29 March 2008 where a representative from DECC had explained potential health 
risks of the contamination reaching the drinking water supply. 

q) Jeffrey Hall said that DECC was following the correct process and had approached 
Caltex. DECC will identify the polluter who will either volunteer to remediate the site 
or be directed to. The RTA will not be able to spend Federal funds to clean up the 
site. 

r) Mobil told the meeting that the contaminated plume runs right under the bypass and 
Gosport Street, whilst it is not migrating at a fast rate there is little chance of direct 
harm from the plume. DECC is looking at the clean up to mitigate risk of harm in the 
future. Jeffrey Hall said there was a metre of petrol on top of the groundwater which 
whilst slow moving now could be a risk to residential area in the future.  

s) Jeffrey Hall explained the hierarchy of environmental regulation – explaining that 
DECC will look for the polluter but if they can’t find the polluter then whoever holds 
title will be responsible for cleaning the land up. It is this scenario which the RTA is 
trying to avoid. By acquiring contaminated land for the bypass, the RTA could risk 
being made responsible for the decontamination costs. 

t) A CLG participant said that this has been ongoing through three years of 
investigations without resolution and said that if this had occurred in Sydney there 
would have been a resolution by now. A CLG participant questioned whether Caltex 
and State Rail had been consulted. Jeffrey Hall responded saying that to date he 
had six (6) meetings with Caltex and the matter was now in the hands of its legal 
department. 

u) The meeting asked how many drinking bores were impacted. Jeffrey Hall responded 
that none were registered in the area and that owners of unregistered bores needed 
to be notified. 
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Gwydir Highway interim connection proposal 

a) Jeffrey Hall told the meeting that due to the contamination delays, it is the 
recommendation of the RTA to proceed with the Gwydir Highway interim 
connection.The proposal will be subject to approval by the DoP. 

b) Steve O’Rouke, the environmental management representative for the project 
informed the meeting that to proceed with the Gwydir Highway interim connection, 
the RTA need to comply with specific conditions. Once the contamination was 
discovered, the RTA approached the DoP to consider the proposal. The DoP require 
an environmental assessment to be carried out. The environmental assessment will 
consider impacts of the project and this will go on public exhibition. DoP will 
determine whether or not the interim connection will go ahead and if it does 
proceed, what conditions it will need to adhere to. The meeting participants were 
informed that it is important to make a submission if they wish to during the 30 day 
public exhibition period. 

c) A CLG participant stated many residents were frustrated by the excuse of 
contamination and believed that involvement by DoP was wasting money. The CLG 
participant stated the opinion that if one tested under Alice Street, contamination 
would also be likely to be found there. 

d) Jeffrey Hall informed the meeting that the RTA had considered four (4) options for 
connecting the northern section of the bypass to the existing road network. The first 
was to stop work and do nothing, but this was considered a poor option due to the 
construction of the northern section of the bypass which is already under way and it 
would not remove heavy vehicles from the main street. The second option was the 
interim connetion proposal which is currently under discussion. The third option was 
to route traffic via Tycannah Street, this would necessitate moving traffic across both 
the Alice Street and Bullus Drive level crossings and pavement upgrades to 
Tycannah Street. The fourth option was the original Environmental Impact Study 
proposal which was to upgrade Gosport Street, this would entail a significant cost 
and involve a pavement reconstruction and would have many other technical issues 
including drainage. It was also noted that the contamination extended beneath 
Gosport Street. 

e) Jeffrey Hall said the RTA was still pushing ahead, where appropriate, with works on 
the southern section of the bypass, this work includes land acquisitions, utility 
relocation and landscaping. 

f) A CLG participant asked if MPSC funding had been allocated to fix the drainage on 
Gosport Street. Jeffrey Hall responded that as this is work on a MPSC asset, then 
MPSC needs to contribute to the cost and currently have not got the budget to 
upgrade the drainage on Gosport Street. 

g) Jeffrey Hall recommended the Gwydir Highway interim connection proposal as the 
best option until DECC have made a determination. 

h) Jeffrey Hall said that as the project was federally funded, the RTA could not 
guarantee funding but were continuing to acquire land, relocate utilities and 
undertake landscaping with the aim of completing the southern section of the 
bypass once the contamination issues were resolved. 

i) A CLG participant asked why the bypass couldn’t proceed down Gosport Street and 
go around the contamination. Jeffrey Hall said there are problems associated with 
the Gosport Street alignment including pavement reconstruction and drainage 
issues. Frank Napolitano (SKM) added that the southern bypass route is the 
superior option and that the Gosport alignment had too many technical issues which 
would be difficult to overcome. 
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j) A CLG participant asked what funds had been allocated to maintenance. Jeffrey Hall 
replied maintenance funds for Frome Street have been allocated. For every year the 
completion of project is delayed the cost of outstanding work could increase by 10%.

k) Jeffrey Hall told the meeting that land acquisition is still being undertaken for the 
southern section. Ownership of the land is split between ARTC and Rail 
Infrastructure Corporation (RIC) and the RTA is aiming to have acquired more land 
by Christmas. 

l) Steve O’Rourke explained that for this project the approvals process rests with the 
State Government whilst funding for the project is Federal. 

m) Peter Glashoff informed the meeting that from a construction perspective it was 
harder and more expensive to construct in small pieces and so best to wait to 
construct southern section in one go. 

n)  A CLG participant asked what incentive trucks would have to use the proposed 
interim connection. Jeffrey Hall responded that the main incentive was that the 
proposed interim connection would offer a quicker route through town then the 
existing Newell Highway. A cul-de-sac would be constructed at the southern end of 
Gosport Street and heavy vehicle movements would also be restricted down other 
side streets. A MPSC Councillor (at an earlier meeting with the RTA) has advised 
that currently Council pays for maintenance for heavy vehicle routes. A  CLG 
participant advised that they are concerned for residents in Moree and believes the 
trucks will try to use the back streets. Jeffrey Hall responded that trucks can be fined 
and this would be an enforcement issue. 

o) A CLG participant stated that there were a lot of pedestrian movements to be 
catered for. Jeffrey Hall stated that they had considered pedestrian movements and 
pedestrian refuges were going to be provided. The RTA has also considered 
vibration and noise and the motels have been looked at and covered in the 
environmental assessment. Monica Lea said that a MPSC Councillor (at an earlier 
meeting with the RTA) had asked about the “do nothing” option and also queried 
why the RTA couldn’t use the Gosport Street option. Monica Lea also reported that 
a second MPSC Councillor had expressed concern over the delay. 

p) Jeffrey Hall reminded the meeting that the proposed interim connection was still 
subject to DoP approval and so might not go ahead. 

q) A CLG participant stated support for the proposal with the opinion the proposal 
would be good for the businesses on Frome Street. 

r) A CLG participant asked how much influence the citizens of Moree would have on 
the proposal decision. Jeffrey Hall said the environmental assessment will be placed 
on display for thirty days and the public are encouraged to make submissions for or 
against the interim connection proposal, however their position will need to be 
defensible. The DoP will consider submission as part of their assessment of the 
proposal. 

s) Jeffrey Hall said it would be unfortunate for the bypass project to cease prior to 
completion and the proposal could be a reasonable solution and better than the 
current situation. 

t) A CLG participant said trucks could have difficulty turning around the Newell 
Highway/Gwydir Highway roundabout and asked if the roundabout caters for wide 
loads. 
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u) Jeffrey Hall advised that the layout is similar to that recently constructed at Narrabri 
and that some trucks already undertake the turning movement in question, it will just 
be the numbers that will increase. In order to make this turn easier for heavy 
vehicles some minor modifications are proposed to be undertaken to the 
roundabout.  The meeting was shown a design of the proposed modification to the 
roundabout. Jeffrey Hall advised that routes for wide loads passing through Moree 
would remain unchanged. 

 

 Other/Close 

 

a) Jeffrey Hall proposed the date of the next CLG Meeting be set for Tuesday 2 
December 2008 which could be ten (10) days after the environmental assessment is 
expected to go on public display. 

b) Jeffrey Hall told the meeting that subject to approval, traffic is scheduled to be on 
the proposed interim connection by the end of next year. 

Copies of the DECC statement will be included with the meeting notes. 

 

The meeting was declared closed 

 


