
Meeting Notes 
 
Purpose of Meeting Community Liaison Group Meeting - 3 

Project Moree Town Centre Bypass Project No  

Prepared By Joanne McNeill Phone No 1800 052 425 

Place of Meeting Moree Services Club, Moree Date 10/02/05, 5.30-8.00pm 
 
Present Peter Strang 

Peter Cooper 

Leo Reiner 

Steve Stephens  

Doug Lysaught 

Sue Lysaught 

Neville Mitchell 

Henri Schneebeli 

Barrie Brown 

David Aber 

Lou Swan 

John Tramby 

Claudia Gall  

Allan Woods 

Belinda Pring 

Paul Assef 

Bill Grose 

Rodney Brazel 

Karen Shearer 

Lloyd Munro 

Brian Mansfield 

Ken Dillon (observer) 

 

Matthew Francisco - RTA  

Robert Ausling – RTA 

Frank Napolitano – SKM 

Joanne McNeill - SKM  

David Appleby – CM+ 

Steve O’Rourke – Environmental 
Management Representative 

Allan Gosby - SKM  

Alison Jackson – SKM 

Apologies Tammy Elbourne Meryl Dillon 

Distribution All above, and: Col Thomas 
 
 

Item  

1 Welcome and agenda 
! Introduction of new CLG member, Brian Mansfield from the Cascade Theatre. 
! Introduction of Ken Dillon, who is attending as an observer on behalf of Meryl 

Dillon. 
! The group agreed that in the event a CLG member can not attend a meeting, that 

they can nominate an observer to attend on their behalf. Observer status limits the 
person to contributing to the discussion of agenda items for the current meeting. 
The intention of this limitation is to ensure that the content moves forward at each 
session. It was also agreed that members will let Joanne know prior to the meeting 
if they wish to invite an observer. 

! Members are also welcome to invite guests to attend specific meetings where they 
believe the content of the session is particularly relevant to the guest’s area of 
expertise or interest. Guest details should be submitted at the meeting prior to that 
they wish to attend, so the group can endorse their attendance. 

! Introduction of project team. 
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2 Report on actions arising from last meeting 
! MFrancisco advised that he has spoken with Moree Plains Shire Council who 

asked that a formal submission be sent regarding plans for the tennis courts area 
and the parameters for landscape works associated with the project. 

! MFrancisco advised that he met with the Tennis Club President and provided an 
update on progress of the project, and that he will continue to liaise with the Club 
as the project progresses. 

! RAusling noted that the demolition contractor has the sheds in his schedule and 
that the contractor advised that he is not aware of any recent vandalism.  

− 

− 

− 

− 

− 

− 

− 

Police were called out to the corner property on River Street last night. 
RAusling advised that the RTA does not own this property yet, but that 
acquisition negotiations are progressing. 

It was agreed that the RTA will continue to monitor the situation and respond 
as necessary. It was also noted that it is helpful if residents immediately notify 
the police if they become aware of any trespassers. 

! FNapolitano discussed the modifications to the southern intersection made in 
response to input received at the last meeting. As requested, the layout is basically 
as it was in the EIS with some minor amendments to improve safety: 

The northbound left turn bay into Frome Street has been approximately 
doubled in length to provide motorists with a better opportunity to turn left 
towards the CBD.  

A cul de sac has been included in Option 4 at the end of Gosport Street. This is 
large enough to cater for road trains. 

! With regards to examples of urban design projects in other communities - 
DAppleby has sourced some information on a proposed urban design project in 
Albury Wodonga. This has been posted around the room for viewing and 
discussion.  

! MFrancisco reported that there are unlikely to be issues with land acquisition near 
Bulluss Drive. 

! Potential queuing issues at the Alice Street intersection were discussed: 

The length of the bay for southbound traffic turning into Gwydir Highway has 
been maximised and will have capacity to accommodate up to three road 
trains. There is also a wide shoulder that extends back to the bridge which can 
cater for queuing trucks. Maximum queues are likely to be experienced during 
harvest season when the rail boom gates are closed.  

The right turn bay for southbound traffic turning into Gwydir Highway is 210 
metres long and will have the capacity to accommodate five road trains. There 
will be adequate room to move past a queue on the inside left turn lane if 
necessary.  

! Similar queuing capacity has been provided at the southern intersection, 
incorporating use of the shoulder if need be. 

! MFrancisco advised that he met with the owners of the Manildra Group silo 
business to ascertain their truck movement numbers. They advised that there have 
been approximately 3000 trucks between late October and now. MFrancisco 
advised that he also has a meeting booked with Graincorp later in the week. 

The group expressed their concern about large increases in truck movements 
during the harvest season, and the currency of the traffic data used in 
developing designs for the southern intersection. Harvest season is late in the 
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year, which is too late to conduct an additional traffic study.  

− 

− 

− 

− 

The group advised that the larger of the businesses has approximately 26 000 
tonnes of receivals. It was agreed that this will be used to perform some rough 
calculations.  

It was noted that there are existing dust issues in this area, which peak during 
harvest season.  

! Maps were provided to Leo Reiner as requested. 

3 Confirmation of acceptance of meeting notes 
! The group confirmed its acceptance of the meeting notes for the second CLG 

meeting. 

 

4 Other items arising from previous meeting/correspondence 
! In Option 4 Thompsons Avenue does not line up with the Guy Roberts 

Commodities access to the bypass – this is to improve safety by slowing the 
movement of traffic. 

 

5 Bridge design 
! FNapolitano provided a description of the current thinking for the design of the 

bridge over the Mehi River. A handout was provided to the group. 
! The shape of the piers have been modified from the EIS design (more tapered) to 

improve the visual amenity of the structure.  
! The group noted that the design generally looks good. 
! No pedestrian facility will be provided on the bridge. 
! Standard RTA traffic barriers are incorporated into the bridge design.  
! No lighting is allowed on the bridge under the Conditions of Approval. This is to 

minimise impact on nocturnal animals. 
! The bridge has been designed to be above the flood level.  
! Possible artistic treatments and the name of the bridge will be discussed at a later 

meeting. 
! It was noted that maintenance vehicles etc do not require access under the bridge 

as alternative access is available from the highway. 

 

6 Pedestrian and bicycle access strategy 
! DAppleby provided an overview of the current thinking for the pedestrian and 

bicycle access strategy. Handouts were provided to the group. 

The strategy is being developed with reference to Council’s bicycle plan, and 
allows for future linking with proposed works. 

 

7 Southern intersection area – Figures D1 & D2 
! Will link the existing Frome Street footpaths to informal footpaths on Gosport 

Street. 

Pedestrians moving between the caravan park and for example the spa baths 
are likely to cut across the vacant block rather than walking around Amaroo 
Drive. 

! Access to the Boral property was discussed and it was noted that as there will be 
much lower volumes of traffic on Frome Street than are currently experienced that 
this is unlikely to be of concern. 

! It was noted that, if Option 2 progresses, further thought should be given to 
whether there are any safety concerns about the proximity of bicycle and heavy 
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vehicle traffic. Under Option 4, Gosport Street will become a service road, which 
will provide a safe route for bicycles. 

! The possibility of creating a shared pedestrian and bicycle path was raised, and it 
was advised that a footpath only is proposed under the scope. It will be designed 
so as to facilitate the addition of a future cycle path, should Council undertake 
these works. 

8 Jones Avenue & Thompson Avenue – Figures C1 & C2 
! The obvious volume of pedestrian traffic at this location was discussed. 

MFrancisco advised that meetings with the ARTC (rail) have been held and it has 
been advised that any new crossings are now required to be grade separated (ie. 
bridge or tunnel). Therefore, a level crossing is not possible, and the scope of the 
project does not extend to a grade separated crossing. ARTC has also advised 
that the intention is to fence its side of the route. 

! It was agreed that it would be desirable for the pedestrian refuge at Jones Avenue 
to be located as close as possible to the informal track (visible in aerial photos). 

− 

− 

− 

If Option 4 progresses, it was noted that the slip lane should be moved to 
accommodate this, to ensure pedestrian traffic is crossing the minimum number 
of lanes. 

 

9 Adelaide Street – Figures F1 & F2 
! It was agreed that for Option 2 configuration the pedestrian refuge would better 

accommodate existing pedestrian movements if it were located on the northern 
side of Adelaide Street (chainage 1300).  

! It was agreed that the Option 4 configuration works well. 
! It was noted that adequate clearance needs to be provided for pedestrians to 

safely wait on a pedestrian refuge when trucks with loads up to 4.5 metres wide 
are passing. 

 

10 Anne Street – Figures B1 & B2 
! The existing level crossing across the railway line will be retained and the 

pedestrian refuge will be aligned with this. Paths will be provided to the bus 
station.  

! It was noted that many elderly pedestrians and children cross at this location, due 
to the proximity to the spa baths. It is therefore desirable that pedestrians are 
required to cross the minimum number of lanes.  

This same issue was noted in relation to crossing Gosport Street towards the 
baths. The possibility of including a pedestrian refuge on Gosport Street was 
discussed, and the traffic figures will be looked at to see whether this is 
warranted. 

Under Option 4 a pedestrian refuge on Anne Street is included, but not under 
Option2 configuration. 

 

11 Alice Street – Figure A 
! This will be a fully signalised intersection, including signals for pedestrians 

crossing the rail line. 
! In response to a query regarding positioning and style of traffic lights, MFrancisco 

advised that there are restrictions on this due to proximity to rail signals. 
! The group advised that there is high bicycle usage in this area. 

 

12 Northern section – Figures E 1 & Mehi River Area G1 
! Paths for this area are designed to provide links that will facilitate future integration 
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with the Mehi River Beautification Scheme, if and when it reaches this location.  

− 

− 

Input was sought on this approach, and the group confirmed that this would be 
considered a desirable outcome for the community. 

! No formalised pathways are included north of the bridge due to the low population 
numbers and limited pedestrian traffic. 

The group noted that a local bicycle group may use this area for training and it 
was agreed that the project team will contact them to advise them of the plans 
for the area.  

13 Actions 
! MFrancisco – advise of progress of property acquisition negotiations for two-story 

property on corner of River Street. Progress - RTA is currently negotiating with 
owners and determining process with property acquisition department. A price for 
demolition has been secured. 

! FNapolitano – ensure that maintenance vehicles have access to the bridge area. 
Outcome - access provided off highway. 

! FNapolitano – consider catering for extended vehicles in the detailed designs for 
the turn into Amaroo Drive. Outcome – see attached map of B-double and road 
train routes. RTA has been advised that Amaroo Drive is not a designated route 
for either. 

! FNapolitano – consider removing the ‘bulb’ end of the median strip on the 
northern side of the Alice Street intersection. Progress – will be considered during 
detailed design. 

! FNapolitano – incorporate information gathered from silo businesses into design 
of southern intersection. Also consider the 26 000 tonnes receivals figures 
provided by the group in calculations. Progress – traffic figures are being 
investigated and information will be provided to the group as soon as available. 

! MFrancisco – advise group whether the bypass will have lighting, and if so how 
far towards the bridge this extends.  

! MFrancisco – consider Council’s 50 km/hr speed preference, and also the 
number of speed changes that will be required along the route. Outcome – 
MFrancisco will discuss with Council.  

! FNapolitano – consider suggestions for location of pedestrian refuge at Jones 
Avenue, including moving the slip lane leading to Guy Roberts Commodities exit if 
Option 4 progresses. Progress – will be considered during detailed design and 
once a decision has been made on final alignment. 

! FNapolitano – move pedestrian refuge to northern side of Adelaide Street 
(chainage 1300) if Option 2 progresses. Outcome – this will be incorporated 
during detailed design. 

! FNapolitano – note that trucks can carry loads up to 4.5 metres wide.  
! FNapolitano – consider the volume of elderly pedestrians and children crossing at 

Anne Street, and ensure design minimises the number of lanes required to cross. 
Progress - will be considered during detailed design once a decision has been 
made on final alignment. 

! FNapolitano – investigate the feasibility of and need for a pedestrian refuge on 
Gosport Street to the north of Anne Street. Progress - will be considered during 
detailed design and once a decision has been made on final alignment. 

! MFrancisco – contact local bicycle group/s to determine usage patters, 
particularly to the north of the bridge. 

! CLG members – call Joanne (1800 052 425) or email through 
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(moree@skm.com.au) any further thoughts/queries arising from tonight’s content. 

14 Other business 
! Matthew advised that progress is being made towards the selection of Option 2 or 

Option 4. Meetings have been held with Caltex and the ARTC (rail) and a further 
meeting will be held with Caltex next week. 

! The possibility of moving Bulluss Drive to intersect with Frome Street, creating a T 
intersection, was discussed. Joanne noted that this is essentially outside the scope 
of this project and therefore can not be addressed by this project team. If the 
suggestion was to progress, it would have to be as a separate project. The first 
step that those interested in this suggestion need to take to progress the idea is to 
write to the Regional Manager of the RTA Western Region Office (Lew Laing). 
Peter Strang volunteered to coordinate this correspondence.  

− A query was raised as to whether there is any possibility that the Moree Town 
Centre Bypass project (or the southern intersection) could be delayed to work 
in with this project, if it were funded. It was agreed that work needs to progress 
in the meantime, and that this could be revisited once the content of the RTA’s 
response is available. 

! Due to the amount of discussion on the above agenda items, the group agreed to 
extend the meeting and to postpone urban design and landscaping discussions 
until the next meeting. 

 

15 Details of next meeting 
! 10th March 2005, 5.30pm – 8.00pm 
! Report back on actions etc from previous meeting. 
! Gateways and entrance statements. 
! Urban design and landscaping for northern section. 
! Urban design and landscaping for southern section (except for section between 

southern intersection and spa baths – as alignment is still to be finalised). 
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