
 

 
Name of meeting:  Moree town centre bypass Stage 2 – Community Liaison Group No 3 
Location of meeting: Town and Country Club Moree 
Meeting facilitator: Peter Hamilton 
Date Wednesday 5 November 2014  Time:  5.30 pm 
Attendees: 
RMS: Annette McCaffery, Leigh Trevitt, Troy Campbell, Tanyia Tuckey, Gurjit Singh,  
Peter Hamilton. 
Hazell Bros: Brendon Kirkwood, Peter Hall, Fiona Prujean. 
CLG: Bill Grose, Steve O’Rourke, Doug Lysaght, Sue Lysaught, David Aber, Neville Mitchell,  
John TramTramby, Sally Michell, Gina Benson, Karyn Shearer, Sue Price, Col Thomas,  
Claudia Gall, Ned Kelly. 
 
Apologies: Alan Woods, Jeffrey Hall 

 

MEETING NOTES   
 
Meeting commenced at 5.30pm with an bus tour of the site. 
 
Meeting proper was opened at 7:40 at the Town and Country Club by Peter Hamilton 
Welcome, review of agenda and adoption of minutes from previous meeting. 
 
Action items from previous meeting.  
 
 Action Who Comment 
1 Council to supply alternatives for plantings in 

heritage park area:- Murray Amos (Moree Plains 
Shire Council (MPSC)) provided this on 29/8/2014. 

MPSC Closed 

2 Roads and Maritime to provide Tourist Attraction 
Signposting Assessment Committee (TASAC) 
contact details to council: - Jeffrey Hall provided 
this to MPSC on 3/10/14. 
 

RMS Closed 

3 Moree Shire Plains to apply to TASAC for tourist 
signs (see item 3 below also) 
 

MPSC Action still open 

4 Community updates to be attached to meeting 
notes: - Peter Hamilton advised that this will be 
done for future Community updates. 
 

RMS Closed 

 
 
1. Introduction of new Hazell Bros Project Manager, Brendon Kirkwood 
 
Brendon gave a brief career history.  
 
Brendon indicated that he has a focus of using local and community suppliers.  
 
The period from November 2014 through to January 2015 will be a major construction period with 
weekly changes to traffic conditions. Emerging concern at the moment is the potential pedestrian 



 

traffic. He also indicated that the summer period in a climate like Moree is problematic for construction 
because of the heat. Concrete can’t be placed through the heat of the day in Summer and so there 
will be the need for some night work. Night works ensure the quality of the concrete surface and is 
essential for the longevity of the works. Night works will last for 2 to 3 days at a time. 
 
The initial door knocking indicates general support from residents and feedback to Troy Campbell 
indicated that Gosport Street residents want construction activities to be done quickly to reduce the 
duration of the impact.  
 
Questions about nightwork: 

a. What times are you suggesting? Starting around 8pm to approximately 3 to 4am. Each 
residence will have about a 2 to 3 hour disruption. 

 
b. How long will it last? December 2014 to January 2015, excluding the Christmas shutdown 
period of 19 December to 5 January. We have used an independent expert to determine the 
best times. There is a quality issue if done through the day so working in the cool of the night 
will improve the durability of the concrete.. 

 
c. What is possible to reduce the disruption to business? There is flexibility to fit in with 
the requirements of the business. The disruption will have a limited local affect because the 
paver moves relatively quickly.  
 
d. Does the machine to lay the surface make a large amount of noise? The trucks and 
crew make more noise that the paver. We will use traffic wardens and monitor truck 
movements to minimise the noise impact. 

 
e. Can the work start from the middle of the area so residents at the end have a break 
before the second run? No, the cost of stopping and moving the paver is expensive and 
simply prolongs the impact. 

 
f. Are the night works absolutely essential? Yes. The concrete must be laid at an air 
temperature lower than 32ºC. 

 
Cr Gall indicated that Council had every confidence in Steve O’Rourke to work with the contractor and 
make the appropriate recommendations. 
 
Motion: The CLG give, in-principle, approval for the proposed night works with continued consultation 
with affected residents. Moved: Cr Tramby, 2nd Cr Gall, carried. 
 
Cr Price questioned why the previous minutes said the work was to be completed in 44 weeks and 
hoped to be finished in 40 and now the contractor is saying 60 weeks? Cr Price was not satisfied with 
the explanation that the contract specifies 65 weeks but the contractor was aiming for completion in 
week 44.  
 
Questions about drainage: 

g. Where the highway links to Gosport street, will there be sufficient drainage? Yes 
there will be open pits and drains to take the captured water away effectively. This should also 
improve the drainage of Gosport street. 

 
Cr Gall passed on the comment that the contractors must be working hard at controlling dust because 
there has been minimal even in the very windy conditions. 
 
2. Update on urban design and landscaping plan.  
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Because MPSC will be the future maintenance authority for the Heritage Park area they were asked 
to provide direction on an alternative to the Canary Island Palms (Phoenix canariensis) previously 
agreed for planting outside the Spa Baths/Moree Artesian Aquatic Centre (MAAC) (CLG No 2 minutes 
refer). MPSC has specified Queensland Teak (Flindersia australis) as these are large, shady trees 
would help provide a striking entrance to the MAAC locality. This alternative was rejected by the CLG. 
 
Leigh Trevitt (RMS Landscape architect) provided an overview of his research into MAAC gateway 
and ANZAC plantings. Leigh does not recommend Australian Teak because they are a slow growing, 
large tree, not suitable for footpath plantings and they attract parrots. There are better alternatives 
that he can provide for MPSC’s consideration – for example: Cr Tramby suggested that palm trees 
that do not fruit.  
 
Action: RMS (Leigh Trevitt) to provide list of alternatives for MPSC consideration. 
 
Gurjit Singh advised that the Urban design and landscaping plan will be completed by RMS design 
Consultant, Conybeare Morrison, in December 2014. The Consultant has been in consultation with 
MPSC and the documentation has been updated based on the feedback from the CLG. The plans will 
be forwarded on to members of the CLG when complete.  
 
RV carpark near MAAC 
 
The Recreation Vehicle (RV) carpark is progressing. There will be 5 bays. The extra cost for this is 
being negotiated with Hazell Bros. 
 
Motion: The CLG provide strong support for the RV carpark. MPSC appreciate what Roads and 
Maritime are doing and will provide a letter of support to Roads and Maritime in support of 
negotiations. Moved Cr Gall, 2nd Cr Tramby, carried. 
 
Heritage Park ANZAC memorial 
 
Cr Tramby provided the background for the potential to have an Anzac memorial incorporated within  
the Heritage Park. Kurrajong trees would be a suitable tree species in memory of the Kurrajong March 
initiated in Moree by the 33rd battalion. The 6 August would be a suitable date for a launch to coincide 
of the start of the battle of Lone Pine. John has already consulted with the RSL, Urban Committee 
and the Historical society regarding the establishment of a sub-committee for the project. 
 
Question about Kurrajong trees: 

h. Are Kurrajongs an issue in a public place? No, and It was noted by Cr Gall that there 
has been an offer to donate the advanced Kurrajong seedlings to Roads and Maritime by 
Penny Bordel. 

 
Leigh Trevitt highlighted that Kurrajong plantings often have missing trees.  
 
Motion: The CLG fully support the park having an Anzac theme with Kurrajong trees considered as 
an appropriate memorial. Moved Cr Price, 2nd Cr Gall, carried 
 
There was agreement to establish a sub-committee to oversee the ANZAC project consisting of two 
members of the RSL, Urban Committee and Historical Society plus a member of the CLG and a 
representative from Roads and Maritime. Cr Tramby was nominated and accepted as the CLG 
representative. 
 
Update on noise mounds 
 
Gurjit Singh indicated that, as per Stage 1, there will be an irrigation system on the noise mounds in 
Stage 2. This was complimented by the CLG. The system will be pop up and will come on at night.  

3 
 



 

Cr Gall pointed out that Roads and Maritime had previously said that noise mounds could not be 
irrigated and this is a change of advice. 
 
Discussion of continuing problems with over-dimensional vehicles 
 
Cr Tramby again raised the issue again of over-dimensional vehicles. Cr Gall indicated that, as the 
Chair of the Council Traffic Committee, she believed the issue had been discussed and resolved but 
would take it to the next Committee meeting on the 14 November. 
 
Discussion of noise concerns 
 
There had been a noise report completed prior to the project starting which included a scope of works 
document.  There are only a few properties impacted. For the Victoria Hotel a heritage advisor has 
been speaking to Council on what noise mitigation works are appropriate for the building. The 
construction will be completed in February/March subject to tendering and the availability of 
appropriate contractors. 
 
EMR report - Steve O’Rourke 
 
Steve gave a brief overview of what he has been working on as the Environmental Management 
Representative (EMR). He has been reviewing the out of hours work proposal in consultation with 
RMS, dust mitigation works and the noise abatement works. He indicated that there may be the need 
for out of hours works for some pipe laying work. 
 
 
Close 8.20pm 
 
 
Actions from meeting 
Action Who Due Comment 
List of suitable planting 
species 

RMS By next CLG  

Letter from MPSC 
supporting the RV 
Carpark 

MPSC ASAP  

Formation of Anzac 
park sub-committee 

Cr Tramby ASAP Essentially complete 

Letter to MPSC 
requesting waiver of 
connection fee for 
irrigation system on 
noise mounds  

RMS ASAP  
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