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110KM/HSPEED LIMIT ON NEWELL HIGHWAY TO BE 
REINSTATED   

 
NSW Minister for Roads Duncan Gay, Member forDubbo Troy Grant and Minister for 
Western NSW Kevin Humphries today announced that the majority of the Newell 
Highway would be returned to a 110km/h speed limit from 31 July 2011, fulfilling yet 
another election promise. 
 
“This is great news for both locals who have long expressed their frustration at the 
change made to the speed limit by the former State Labor Government, and motorists 
who use the road regularly,” said Mr Gay.  
 
“The speed limit was reduced on the highway by NSW Labor in December 2009. 
 
“Unlike Labor, we have listened to the community, understood their frustration and 
made sure we have implemented this as soon as possible. 
 
“More than 800 kilometres of the 1060 kilometre Newell Highway currently has a 
speed limit of 100km/h.   
 
“The RTA has worked on a strategy that will allow the 110km/h speed limit to be 
reinstated along the majority of the highway.”  
 
Minister for Western NSW Kevin Humphries said the announcement was good news 
for people in Western NSW. 
 
“Communities west of the Great Divide were long ignored by Labor,” said Mr 
Humphries.   
 
“It’s great to see that after 16 long years of bad Labor policy things are finally moving 
in the right direction.”  
 
Member for Dubbo Troy Grant welcomed the announcement. 
 
“This is a sensible and long called for change that I know will be well received within 
the Dubbo electorate,” said Mr Grant.  
 
“To ensure the community is aware of the changes, a communication campaign will 
start during the last week of July. 



 
“This will include radio and newspaper advertising.  
 
“Local stakeholders, members of the heavy vehicle industry, emergency services and 
bus and coach operators will be mailed information.”  
 
A range of initiatives have been implemented to help increase safety and reduce 
crashes on this link between Victoria and Queensland. 
 
These include major upgrades of the Newell Highway where it intersects with the Sturt 
Highway, Tallimba Road, the Castlereagh Highway and Oxley Highway. 
 
About 30 intersections have been upgraded and work is being carried out to ensure 
there is a six metre clear zone on each side of straight lengths of the highway and a 
10 metre clear zone on the outside of bends.  
 
Where this is not possible, wire rope barriers are being installed  
 
The 100km/h speed limit will remain: 
 

• Between Tooraweenah and Coonabarabran 
• From Coonabarabran to north of the intersection with the Oxley Highway 
• Sections between Jerilderie and Finley 
• Sections between Finley and Tocumwal and  
• From Boggabilla to the Queensland border 

 
The lengths between Tooraweenah and Coonabarabran and Coonabarabran to north 
of the intersection of the Oxley Highway were 100km/h before the speed reduction in 
December 2009. 
 
 
For more information visit the RTA website at www.rta.nsw.gov.au
 
 
 
 

http://www.rta.nsw.gov.au/

