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WORK STARTS ON NATION’S LONGEST BRIDGE 
 
Construction on what will become the nation‟s longest bridge has commenced, 
marking yet another major milestone in the delivery of the long-awaited bypass of the 
Mid North Coast towns of Kempsey and Frederickton as well as the ongoing upgrade 
and full duplication of the Pacific Highway. 
 
Onsite to see the first of the 394 piles to be driven into the ground over coming 
months to form the bridge‟s foundations, Acting NSW Premier Andrew Stoner said 
the structure will eventually span the Macleay River in the north – a distance of about 
300 metres – and the floodplain to the south. 
 
“The design also calls for 93 support piers, including eight in the river, spaced 34 
metres apart, with the deck of the bridge to be formed using 941 concrete beams – or 
„super-T‟ girders – each weighing 65 tonnes,” said Mr Stoner. 
 
“So the local community can get a better appreciation of the scale of this bridge 
building project, as well as the latest flood modeling and an update on progress with 
respect to the Frederickton levee, we have organised a couple of information 
sessions for later this week.” 
 
Senator Matt Thistlethwaite, representing Federal Infrastructure and Transport 
Minister Anthony Albanese, said the need to erect a 3.2 kilometre long bridge 
straddling the Macleay River and nearby floodplain is just one of many engineering 
challenges that will need to be solved before the Pacific Highway is finally done. 
 
“Once built, this new bridge will wrest the title of Australia‟s longest away from 
Brisbane‟s Ted Smout Memorial Bridge which opened only last year and is about 
half a kilometre shorter,” said Mr Thistlethwaite. 
 
“More importantly, completion of the entire bypass in mid-2013 – twelve months 
ahead of schedule – will take 2,000 trucks a day off the local streets of Kempsey as 
well as provide safer, quicker driving conditions for all users of this section of 
highway. 
 
“All up, the duplication of the Pacific Highway is now the country‟s largest road 
project.  Already we‟ve committed $4.1 billion to this nation building task – more than 
three times what our predecessors spent during their entire twelve years in office.” 
 
The fully-Federally funded Kempsey Bypass will be a 14.5-kilometre, four-lane 
divided road to the east of the existing Pacific Highway. In addition to the new bridge, 
work will also continue this month on: 
 

 Construction of the Crescent Head Road overpass bridge as well as the 
overpass bridge that will form part of the new South Kempsey interchange; 

 Erecting twin bridges over the north coast rail line as well as Pola Creek. 
 



Two information sessions will be held on Thursday, 21 July at: 
 

 10am – noon:  Frederickton Golf Club (Yarrabandinni Road); and 
 5.30pm – 7.30pm: Kempsey RSL (1 York Street). 

 
RSVP is essential and can be done by contacting 1800 306 044. 
 
For more information about this or any of the other Pacific Highway projects call 
1800 306 004 (toll free) or go to: www.rta.nsw.gov.au/pacific.  
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