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REPORT FINDS SPEED CAMERAS ARE AN EFFECTIVE ROAD 

SAFETY TOOL 
 

INEFFECTIVE CAMERAS TO BE REMOVED  
 

Following the release of today’s Auditor General’s report into speed cameras, the 
NSW Government has agreed to remove the cameras which were found to be 
ineffective. 
 
“As promised, where cameras provide no road safety benefit, we will remove them,” 
Roads Minister Duncan Gay said today. 
 
“We want to make sure cameras are there for road safety, not as revenue raisers,” he 
said. 
 
“Under our government, gone are the days of the cameras being used for cash cows, 
as they were under the previous government. 
 
“For some camera locations, the number of crashes did not drop, so we need to be 
looking at other measures for these sites. 
 
“This could include alternative treatments such as road safety upgrades at these 
locations,” Mr Gay said. 
 
Mr Gay said the report found the majority of fixed speed cameras had a proven road 
safety benefit and contributed to a fall in fatality and injury rates. 
 
“However, the report found it was “too early” to measure the effectiveness of mobile or 
safety cameras,’ Mr Gay said. 
 
“The Auditor General’s report found the safety and mobile speed camera programs 
were too new to conclude if they had reduced crashes, although early results are 
encouraging and indicate drivers might be speeding less,” he said. 
 
“The audit found that at fixed speed camera locations, total crashes and injuries 
reduced by 26 per cent and fatalities by 67 per cent, in the three years after 
installation. 
 



“While this is encouraging, the audit also found that 38 of the existing 141 fixed speed 
camera locations had not reduced crashes. 
 
“There has been community concern that some cameras are purely revenue raisers 
and this audit has allowed us to identify them and ensure they are removed. 
 
We want cameras to have a positive safety impact and not be a cash cow. 
 
It is important to note - each year more than 170 people die and 4,100 are injured from 
speeding, costing the community more than $870 million. 
 
Speeding is a factor in around 40 per cent of fatal crashes in NSW and speed 
cameras help curb this dangerous behaviour. 
 
More than 1,700 people responded to the Auditor General’s call for submissions about 
the speed camera program. 
 
Mr Gay said the RTA would take on board the recommendations of the Auditor 
General’s report, which included: 
 
That the RTA: 
 

 By June 2012: Publish trends in crashes, revenue, and speeding or 
infringement data for each speed camera, and update this annually. 

 

 By March 2012, develop an overarching strategy for speed cameras 
incorporating all camera types; prioritises potential sites based on death or 
serious injury; defines how the effectiveness of each camera type will be 
assessed and includes its new focus on reducing speeding across the road 
network, as well as at specific locations. 

 

 Document reasons for all future camera decisions where the location is 
inconsistent with site selection criteria 

 

 By December 2011: Annually review existing site locations to check if speed 
cameras are still appropriate 

 

 By September 2011: Assess the crash impact of existing fixed speed cameras 
for a minimum of five years post installation; where there has been no 
significant impact consider an alternative camera site and other road safety 
treatments for that site 

 

 By March 2012: Annually monitor the effectiveness of individual speed cameras 
 
 
 
 


