
  

Anthony Albanese 
Federal Minister for Transport and 
Infrastructure 

Andrew Stoner 
Deputy Premier and Minister for 

Regional Infrastructure and Services 
 

Joint Media Statement 

 

 
KEMPSEY BYPASS UPDATE: WORK IN MACLEAY RIVER ON NATION’S 

LONGEST BRIDGE TO START IN SEPTEMBER 
 
Federal Minister for Transport and Infrastructure Anthony Albanese and NSW 
Deputy Premier and Minister for Regional Infrastructure and Services Andrew Stoner 
today said that work on the Kempsey bypass was progressing well, with work in the 
Macleay River to start in September. 
 
Mr Albanese said the construction of the Kempsey Bypass was progressing on 
schedule. 
 
“Construction on Australia’s longest bridge is well underway, with September to 
signal the start of work to install foundations in the Macleay,” Mr Albanese said. 
 
“Up until now, work has only been taking place only on the floodplain. 
 
Work continuing this month includes: 
 

 controlled blasting between the Pacific Highway at South Kempsey and 
Crescent Head Road 

 building the bridges over the north coast railway line, Crescent Head Road, 
Boat Harbour Creek and the South Kempsey interchange 

 building the Bingis Lane fauna underpass 
 building noise mounds north from Crescent Head Road to Pola Creek 
 building the Pola Creek, Inches Road and Old Station Road bridges 
 bulk earthwork at various locations along the project including Frederickton and 

the Smithtown link road 
 installing foundations south of South West Rocks Road for the Macleay River 

and floodplain bridge 
 building the rock platform on the northern side of the Macleay River  
 building the Frederickton levee 
 installing the Frederickton Interchange bridge support beams 
 continuation of bulk earthwork at Frederickton 
 continuation of bulk earthwork for the Smithtown link road 
 drainage work for the Smithtown link road 
 flood mitigation work in the form of house raising and stock mound building 

across the floodplain 
 

“Drainage work under the route of the upgraded highway will be completed this 
month,” Mr Albanese said. 
 



NSW Deputy Premier Andrew Stoner said that when completed, the Kempsey 
bypass will provide 14.5 kilometres of four-lane divided road, bypassing Kempsey 
and Frederickton. 
 
“When finished, the Kempsey Bypass will improve road safety and traffic flow,” Mr 
Stoner said. 
 
“This is a great project that will have an enormous impact on the local area in terms 
of road safety and travel times. 
 
“The upgrade is on schedule to be completed in mid-2013,” he said.  
 
For more information about the Kempsey bypass call the project’s toll-free 
information line on 1800 306 004 or follow the links from the RTA’s Pacific Highway 
upgrade homepage at www.rta.nsw.gov.au/pacific.  
 
The $618 million Kempsey bypass is funded by the Federal Government. 
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