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NSW GOVERNMENT TO GUT ANTI-SOCIAL 
BEHAVIOUR AT CABARITA WHARF 

  
NSW Minister for Ports Duncan Gay and Member for Drummoyne John Sidoti 
today announced fishing would be banned at Cabarita Wharf 24/7 and a new 
three phase strategy implemented to clean up anti-social behaviour at other 
popular fishing wharves on Sydney Harbour and the Parramatta River. 
 

“A security gate will be installed at Cabarita Wharf to exclude the public late at 
night to help stem the problems of vandalism and littering including fish waste 
and bait, consumption of alcohol, lighting of fires and the general anti-social 
behaviour we’ve unfortunately seen at this wharf,” said Mr Gay. 
 

“Unlike Labor which did nothing to resolve this festering problem, the NSW 
Liberals & Nationals Government is determined to work closely with the 
community and stakeholders to ensure our wharves can be shared without 
issues.  
 

“NSW Maritime is working closely with the Recreational Fishing Alliance of 
NSW, angling groups, the Department of Primary Industries Fisheries Branch 
(DPI Fisheries), local councils, NSW Police and the Department of Transport 
(including Sydney Ferries) on a three phase action strategy.” 
 

Mr Gay said the new approach would revolve around the three E’s of: 
 

1. Education 
2. Enforcement 
3. Exclusion 

 

“The multi-agency and community effort to clean up commuter wharves will 
include an education phase beginning on the October long weekend and 
continuing until Easter 2012,” he said. 
 

“The campaign will include the use of multi-lingual signage and brochures and 
media and fishing industry campaigns on raising awareness of the need for 
anglers to be responsible. 
 

“This is a wake-up call for anglers – if they are interested in ongoing access to 
Sydney’s commuter wharves – it’s in their hands. 



“That means not impeding ferry services or commuters, and appropriate 
disposal of all waste and litter.” 
 

Mr Gay said the second phase – enforcement – would implement bans on 
littering and this would begin over the 2012 Easter long weekend and run until 
the October long weekend in 2012. 

 

“In the event the enforcement campaigns fail to deliver a change in behaviour, 
fishing will then be excluded from identified problem wharves.” 
 

Member for Drummoyne John Sidoti said the announcement would be 
welcomed by the Breakfast Point community. 
 

“I’ve worked with The Friends of Cabarita and spoken to the Ports Minister 
about this issue and I’m pleased we have come up with a solution that will 
ensure local commuters have a safe and clean wharf,” Mr Sidoti said.  
 

“For years, residents and commuters have demanded a clean and safe 
environment at Cabarita Wharf. Sadly, these pleas were ignored by 
successive Labor Governments. 
 
“I look forward to working closely with NSW Maritime, DPI Fisheries, NSW 
Police and the City of Canada Bay Council to make this program a success.  
 

“This announcement today is in addition to the extra 25 Rivercat services 
each week that will service Breakfast Point and Cabarita– this is great news 
for the local community.” 
 

NSW Maritime owns 82 commuter ferry and charter vessel wharves in Sydney 
Harbour (including along the Parramatta River), with 75 of these available for 
recreational fishing (i.e. 90 per cent accessible by anglers). 
 
A further 240km of publicly accessible Sydney Harbour and Parramatta River 
foreshore is available for recreational fishing. 
 
A number of wharves are gated for security and safety purposes including 
ferry wharves at Circular Quay, King Street and Taronga Zoo. 
 
 


