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URGENT CALL FOR BOATERS TO WEAR LIFE JACKETS 
 

NSW Minister for Ports Duncan Gay today urgently called on people boating to wear 

lifejackets at times of heightened risk.  
 

Mr Gay said the tragic loss of lives in a boating accident yesterday off Batemans Bay 

highlighted the issue of lifejackets. 
 

“A lifejacket will not save your life unless you wear it,” Mr Gay said.  
 

“The tragic incident where a 4.9m powerboat capsized resulted in a number of lives lost 

and I‟m advised none were wearing a lifejacket.  
 

“Our thoughts go out to the family and friends of those involved.” 
 

Mr Gay said lifejackets were compulsory to carry for each person on board and they 

must be put on in circumstances identified as „heightened risk‟. This included when 

crossing coastal bars, boating alone or in adverse conditions, when boating in small 

craft under 4.8m or where children under the age of 12 or poor swimmers are involved.  
 

“The challenge is to make people understand accidents can and do happen, and it‟s 

essential to wear a lifejacket as a precaution, because when trouble strikes it‟s generally 

too late to try and put it on,” he said.  
 

“The 2010-2011 summer boating season was the safest since accurate records have 

been kept.   
 

“However in June 2011 seven lives were lost in a series of boating incidents. In each 

case, the person who lost their life was not wearing a lifejacket at a time of heightened 

risk. 
 

“If people act responsibly and wear life jackets we can avoid similar tragedies 

happening over the summer period.”  
 

Lifejacket design and manufacture advances over recent years have helped because 

the modern inflatable lifejacket is much more convenient to wear for longer periods in a 

wider range of boating activities that ever before. 

 

For more information on lifejackets go to 

http://www.maritime.nsw.gov.au/campaigns/lifejacket.html 
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