
    
 

Joint Media Statement 
 

A BETTER, SAFER BARTON HIGHWAY OPENS TO TRAFFIC 
 
The Barton Highway is now a better, safer road following the completion of  
major improvements along the section known as Gounyan Curves, the scene of 
many crashes over the years. 
 
Representing Federal Infrastructure and Transport Minister Anthony Albanese at 
today’s official opening ceremony, Fraser MP Andrew Leigh said completion of this 
project is great news which will be welcomed by the community, particularly those 
who use the Highway each day to get to and from work in the nation’s capital. 
 
“In just 13 months, a 4.4 kilometre stretch of highway has been flattened and 
straightened along a new, better alignment.  In all, seven hazardous bends have 
been eliminated,” said Mr Leigh. 
 
“The fact the project was completed so quickly is a tribute to the expertise of  
the builder, BMD Constructions, and their workers.  What’s more, it’s yet another of 
the Gillard Labor Government’s road projects to be completed on-time and on-
budget.” 
 
The $22 million upgrade and realignment of the Barton Highway at Gounyan 
Curves was a fully Federally-funded project which will complement the safety work 
completed early last year at Capricorn Corner. 
 
Representing the NSW Roads Minister Duncan Gay onsite, the State Member for 
Burrinjuck Katrina Hodgkinson said that from today the 10,000 motorists and truck 
drivers who use the Barton Highway each and every day will experience quicker, 
safer driving conditions. 
 
“Over time, there should also be fewer accidents and less loss of life along this 
stretch of road, which ultimately is the reason why this investment was made in the 
first place,” said Ms Hodgkinson. 
 
“Indeed, the new, wider shoulders, the extra northbound overtaking lane and  
the flatter side slopes are all designed to give motorists additional room in which to 
negotiate this road and arrive at their destination safely.” 
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