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PACIFIC HIGHWAY DUPLICATION: FIRST PROGRESS REPORT 

CARD RELEASED 
 

Communities along the Pacific Highway can now easily track the progress being 
made on the full duplication of the Pacific Highway following today’s release of the 
first six-monthly Report Card. 
 

NSW Roads Minister Duncan Gay and NSW Business Chamber CEO Stephen 
Cartwright launched the report today.  
 

“Last year the NSW Government committed to producing and releasing regular 
progress reports in response to calls from the community for greater accountability 
and transparency,” said Mr Gay.  
 

“Today I’m pleased to say we’ve delivered on this commitment with the release of 
the inaugural Report Card covering the period between July and December 2011. 
 

“As promised, the report details all the projects underway, the work that has been 
completed within the six month period, and the work scheduled to begin in the near 
future.  
 

“Over the six months, work was proceeding on seven upgrade projects, five were 
being readied for the start of construction and a further four were in the planning 
stage.” 
 

Federal Transport and Infrastructure Minister Anthony Albanese said that with the 
upgrade of the Highway gathering pace, both levels of government were determined 
to be open and accountable via regular updates to the community on the work 
underway as well as the timing and staging of what remains to be done. 
 

“Already we’ve backed up our pledge to complete the job sooner rather than later 
with a significant increase in State and Federal funding,” said Mr Albanese. 
 

“Indeed, when compared to the former Federal government we’re spending about 
three times as much in half the time.”  
 

Mr Albanese said there were more than 1,600 construction workers on site and just 
this week they had achieved two further milestones with the completion of the 
upgrade at Glenugie and the opening to traffic of the recently built Crescent Head 
Road overpass on the new Kempsey Bypass. 
 

“While there’s still much to be done, the good news is that for the first time a 
modern, safe and fully duplicated Pacific Highway capable of supporting our nation’s 
economic growth in the decades ahead is now within sight,” he said.  
 
With funding from both the Federal ($4.1 billion) and NSW ($1 billion) governments, 
the Pacific Highway Duplication is the most complex and expensive road project ever 
undertaken in Australia.  As at the end of 2011, more than half the road had been 
rebuilt, with work underway on a further 11 per cent. 



 

Mr Gay said the NSW Government last year committed an additional $468 million to 
the Pacific Highway upgrade.  
 

“This increased the NSW Government commitment by 94% and more than makes 
up for the $300 million the former State Labor Government cut from the project,” he 
said.  
 

“In partnership with the Federal Government, we will fix this road once and for all.” 
 

The Pacific Highway Report Card will be released twice yearly until the road is fully 

duplicated, and available at: www.rms.nsw.gov.au/pacific. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

THE BENEFITS OF FULL DUPLICATION 
 
The upgrade and full duplication of the Pacific Highway is the most 
complex and expensive road project in the nation’s history. 
 
The multi-billion project will deliver safer driving conditions, cut travel 
times and improve the road’s flood immunity, outcomes which over time 
will lower transport costs and lift productivity. 
 
An upgraded and fully duplicated Pacific Highway will: 
 

 Shorter travel times: The work already completed has cut travel 
times by 80 minutes for motorists and by 90 minutes for truck 
drivers. 

 
 Safer driving conditions: Significantly reduce road fatalities, 

with the work already completed having contributed to almost 
halving in annual deaths along this road. 

 
 Better flood immunity: Protect the road from 1 in 20 year 

weather events in floodplain areas and 1 in 100 year events along 
the rest of the highway. 

 
At 664 kilometres, the fully duplicated Highway will be approximately 13 
kilometres shorter than its current length. 
 
 

http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/pacific

