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NSW Minister for Roads and Ports Duncan Gay today said the NSW Government 
was one step closer towards changing the state’s marine pollution laws to prevent 
contamination on our waterways. 
 
“I’m pleased to announce that The Marine Pollution Bill 2011 was passed today in 
the Legislative Assembly,” said Mr Gay. 
 
“The bill will fast track cleaning up processes and reduce further environmental 
damage.  
 
“The changes mean authorised officers will have the power to enter premises and 
carry out any clean up action. 
 
“Authorities will also be able to direct ship masters verbally to prevent pollution from 
ships instead of having to give these directions in writing.” 
 
“The Marine Pollution Act 1987 is the principal legislation in NSW governing pollution 
in State waters including major ports from shipping, from both operational and 
accidental causes.”  
 
Mr Gay said that at the end of the process there would be a new Marine Pollution Act 
to give effect to the latest version of the International Convention for the Prevention 
of Pollution from Ships, commonly referred to as MARPOL.  
 
“This bill will be consistent with Commonwealth legislation and Australia’s 
international obligations,” he said.  
 
 “MARPOL is the principle international convention dealing with pollution from ships 
and has been ratified by over 130 nations including Australia.  
 
“It represents an international commitment to protect the oceans from various forms 
of pollution from ships including oil, garbage and sewage.”  
 
 



The new legislation includes: 
 
•           incorporating recent amendments made to MARPOL Annexes I and II which 
relate to oil and bulk chemical pollution respectively; and 
•           incorporating MARPOL Annexes III, IV and V, which relate to ship-generated 
pollution from harmful substances in packaged form, sewage and garbage; and  
•           delivering miscellaneous amendments to modernise the legislation and 
enhance the protection of the coastal and port waters of NSW from the harmful 
impacts of pollution from vessels.  
 
These miscellaneous amendments include: 
•           Enabling verbal directions to a ship’s master to prevent pollution from ships 
instead of having to give these directions in writing; 
•           Providing authorised officers with the power to enter premises (primarily 
land) to undertake preventative or clean up action; and 
•           Clarifying that the operation of the Act is limited to State waters within three 
(3) nautical miles, consistent with nationally agreed jurisdiction for marine pollution 
response and enforcement.  
 
In preparation for the introduction of the bill, the former NSW Maritime consulted the 
three port corporations, the Office of Environment and Heritage (NSW), the NSW 
Food Authority the Australian Maritime Safety Authority, industry and wrote to 
various key stakeholders on the proposed legislative amendments.  
 
The provisions for pollution from ships in the Marine Pollution Bill are now the 
responsibility of Transport for NSW.  
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