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LEARNER DRIVERS REWARDED FOR BEING SAFER 
DRIVERS 

 
NSW Minister for Roads Duncan Gay today announced a new course to give learner 
drivers the opportunity to become safer drivers.  
 
“Learner drivers will be given the opportunity to take part in a safer driver course 
designed to improve their safety as they progress through the driver licensing 
scheme,” said Mr Gay.  
 
“Learners who complete the course will  receive a reduction in the required log book 
hours.  
 
“This is one of the first steps towards rewarding younger drivers for becoming safer 
drivers.  
 
“The first step in the development of the course will be the establishment of a board 
of independent road safety experts and advisory panel who will make 
recommendations on the design of the course.  
 
“There will be representatives from a range of interest groups including Transport for 
NSW, Roads and Maritime Services, NSW Police, NRMA Motoring and Services and 
other young driver experts and stakeholders consulted.   
 
“To ensure we get this right, the most recent road safety research and evidence from 
around the world will be considered.”  
 
Mr Gay said that as part of this project, learner drivers who completed a safer driver 
course would have their log book requirement reduced from the current 120 hours to 
100 hours.   
 
“The board will also consider a further reduction in required log book hours to 80 
hours if a learner completes the safer driver’s course and the current three for one 
structured professional driving hours log book scheme,” he said.  
 
“This will in turn help those young drivers who have difficulty reaching 120 hours of 
driving instruction before they are eligible for their provisional licence.  



 
“Further options to assist learner licence holders in remote, lower socio-economic 
and Aboriginal communities meet learner driver log book hours will also be 
considered.  
 
“We are committed to reducing road crashes, injuries and fatalities among young 
people and this new initiative will help us to do that.”  
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The current requirements for learner drivers under the age of 25 is to complete a 
minimum of 120 hours driving practice in wide ranging conditions before being 
eligible to do a driving test to obtain a provisional driver licence. 
 
Currently learner drivers who complete a one hour structured driving lesson with a 
fully licensed driving instructor can record three hours driving experience in the 
learner log book. A maximum of 10 hours of lessons are accepted and recorded as 
30 hours in the log book. 
 
Learner drivers older than 25 are also exempt from the log book requirements.   
 
While the benefits of obtaining as much experience as possible in wide ranging 
conditions are widely accepted, some learner drivers have difficulty in achieving the 
required practice.   
 
The proposal seeks to introduce a five hour safer driver course that will address key 
road safety issues for novice drivers.  Learner licence holders who complete the 
course will have log book hours requirement reduced from 120 hours to 100 hours 
with a further reduction to 80 hours considered by the Board for learners who 
complete both the safer drivers course and “three for one” driving lessons.  
Independent road safety experts will oversee development of a course curriculum 
and delivery model. 
 
It is anticipated the course will be a combination of classroom and in-vehicle 
activities and will focus on driver attitude and safe driving behaviour. 
 
The board will also investigate options to assist learner licence holders in remote, 
lower socio-economic and Aboriginal communities meet learner driver log book 
hours. 
 
 


