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MEDIA ALERT 
 
2 April 2012 
 

SCHOOL ZONES STILL IN FORCE – BE 
VIGILANT 

 
NSW Roads and Ports Minister Duncan Gay today urged motorists to be vigilant in school 
zones which will operate this Thursday April 5 before the Easter break.  
 
Mr Gay said motorists also need to be aware double demerits start on Thursday for the long 
weekend. 
 
“Motorists need to be aware of gazetted school dates, especially during double demerit 
periods, to ensure they keep within the legal speed limit and don’t get caught speeding and 
risk their license,” he said.   
 
Mr Gay said while some schools had pupil free days at the end of term, others might be open.   
 
“School zones operate on all gazetted school days to ensure the safety of students who might 
be travelling to or from school,” Mr Gay said. 
 
“Not all motorists will know if the school they are driving past is having a pupil-free day or if 
students are at school.  
 
“This is why all 40km/h school zones are consistently applied and will be in force on the last 
gazetted school day of term one.  
 
“School zones will operate up to and including Thursday 5 April and resume on Monday 23 
April 2012. 
 
“Many school zones also have flashing lights to remind drivers the school zone is operating.” 
 
Mr Gay said motorists should be alert on all roads, particularly near parks, beaches, shopping 
centres and playgrounds.  
 
“It is important to remember children can often be unpredictable, so motorists need to be 
observant and slow down in areas where children may be.  
 
“Children are some of our most vulnerable road users - we should all be mindful to take extra 
care during the Easter break.”  
 
The majority of school zones operate between 8am and 9.30am in the morning and between 
2.30pm and 4pm in the afternoon. However, there are a small number of non-standard school 
zone times in New South Wales. 



 
These zones are identified by red or orange signs which indicate non-standard operating 
times.  Non-standard school zones also have flashing lights as an extra reminder to drivers 
about the times that they are operating.  
 
Penalties for motorists caught speeding in school zones range from a $154 penalty and two 
demerit points to a $2,041 penalty. In addition motorists can incur up to 14 demerit points 
during double demerit point periods. 
  
Penalties are higher for heavy vehicles. 
 

 


