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EASTER DOUBLE DEMERITS IN FORCE 
 
Motorists are being urged to watch their speed, take a break and allow extra travel time 
when taking to the road during the Easter holidays, NSW Minister for Roads Duncan Gay 
said today.  
 
In a continued bid to reduce the road toll, double demerits will apply from midnight 
Wednesday 5 April to midnight Monday 9 April inclusive. 
 
Mr Gay said double demerits would be in force for speeding, seatbelt and motorcycle 
helmet offences.  
 
“In the five day double demerit period the NSW Police Force will be running Operation 
Tortoise,” Mr Gay said.    
 
“There will be more police on NSW roads targeting speeding, drink driving, seat belt use 
and fatigue. 
 
“During the six day double demerit period for the combined Easter and Anzac Day holidays 
last year, there were five fatalities and on average around 68 people injured each day. 
 
“Motorists need to avoid becoming a statistic this year and take more care during the 
upcoming break.”  
 
Mr Gay said Easter was one of the busiest times on New South Wales roads with 
thousands of families getting away for the long weekend.  
 
“Double demerit points help to get the message across that speeding, driving without a 
seatbelt or riding a motorcycle without a helmet will not be tolerated,” he said.  
 
“There are no excuses for breaking the law and if motorists take this risk, they face strong 
penalties. 
 
“Speeding is the main killer on NSW roads with 40 per cent of fatal crashes involving 
speeding last year. 
 



“Motorists need to slow down and think about the consequences of speeding – the harm 
they are putting themselves and others in when they speed.”   
 
Key double demerit points which will be in force for full licence holders are: 
 

 Exceed speed limit by not more than 10km/h – 2 points 

 Exceed speed limit by 11-20km/h – 6 points 

 Exceed speed limit by 21-30km/h – 8 points 

 Exceed speed limit by 31-45km/h – 10 points and licence suspension 

 Exceed speed limit by more than 45km/h – 12 points and licence suspension 

 Driver not wearing own seatbelt – 6 points 

 Driver with passengers not wearing seatbelt – minimum 6 points 

 Rider on a motorcycle without own helmet – 6 points 

 Rider with a passenger on a motorcycle not wearing a helmet – minimum 6 points 
 
These offences could be higher in school zones.  
 
“P plate drivers especially need to maintain their vigilance on the road as they face tougher 
penalties and a higher risk of losing their licence if they break the law during the double 
demerit period.  
 
“Motorists also need to make sure they recognise the early warning signs of fatigue and 
take regular breaks.  
 
“The early warning signs include tired eyes, drowsiness, yawning and loss of 
concentration.  
 
“I’d encourage motorists to plan ahead and if you do notice the early warning signs, Stop, 
Revive, Survive.” 
 
There are about 1400 rest areas across the state and many of these have toilets, picnic 
tables, playgrounds and shaded areas to relax and unwind before setting off on the road 
again.  
 
A full list of these sites can be viewed at www.rms.nsw.gov.au  
 
The “Wake up to the signs” advertising campaign will run in the lead up to the Easter 
holiday period and aims to reduce the holiday road toll by warning motorists about the 
symptoms of driver fatigue.  
 
Motorists can prepare for Easter holiday journeys by checking traffic conditions via the 
Transport Management Centre on 132 701 or visiting www.livetraffic.com. 
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