
Sunday May 6, 2012 
 

NEWS FLASH: EXTRA 160 FLASHING LIGHTS  
FOR REGIONAL NSW SCHOOL ZONES 

 
NSW Premier Barry O’Farrell and NSW Minister for Roads Duncan Gay today announced an 
additional $4 million for the roll out of flashing lights to an extra 160 regional school zones 
across NSW. 
 
“The NSW Government is fully committed to improving safety for our children around school 
zones,” said Mr O’Farrell. 
 
“That’s why today we’re going beyond our election commitment and announcing an extra $4 
million for the rollout of flashing lights in regional areas, bringing our total commitment to $17 
million. 
 
“Last year the NSW Government committed $13 million to install flashing lights at 540 
additional school zones across NSW over four years. 
 
“This increase in funds means we’ll be able to install flashing lights at 700 school zones.”  
 
Mr Gay welcomed the funding announcement and said it was great news for regional NSW 
schools. 
 
“The rollout of these additional flashing lights in country school zones will start as early as 
next month, this is fantastic news which I know will be welcomed by country schools and 
their parents,” he said.  
 
“These extra flashing lights will address concerns in regional areas without compromising 
the state wide roll-out which to date has mostly focussed on metropolitan areas because of 
high traffic and pedestrian volumes in these areas. 
 
“The lights will be installed in country regional school zones where pedestrian risks are 
highest and where there have been long standing community concerns about safety. 
 
“Flashing lights give motorists extra warning around school zones so that they slow down to 
40km/h where students may be crossing.”  
 
Between 2003 and 2010 there were 277 crashes involving school aged pedestrians between 
five and 16-years-old in a school zone during school zone operating times. 
 
85 per cent of these crashes occurred in metropolitan areas and 15 per cent occurred in 
country regional areas.  
 
The additional flashing lights will ensure the road safety benefits they bring are distributed in 
school zones across NSW and take into account the issues which impact country regional 
NSW.  
 
A total of 1,390 school zones will have flashing lights under the NSW Government program 
to be rolled out by June 2015. 
 
Rollout plan for regional flashing lights available here.
 

 

http://www.rta.nsw.gov.au/newsevents/downloads/minister_releases/120506-regional-flashing-light-rollout.pdf

