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NEW SPEED CAMERA STRATEGY TO SAVE LIVES 

 
NSW Roads Minister Duncan Gay has unveiled the Government’s speed camera strategy 
which will see the money raised from camera detected speeding, red-light and point-to-point 
traffic offences being hypothecated for road safety programs. 
 
Mr Gay said the NSW Auditor General last year asked the NSW Government to develop an 
overarching speed camera strategy to generate greater transparency and public confidence in 
this important program. 
 
“This Government for the first time will ensure money raised from speed, red light and point-to-
point cameras will go directly towards improving road safety,” Mr Gay said. 
 
“This money will go to the soon to be established NSW Community Road Safety Fund which 
will be used to fund road safety initiatives such as enhanced high visibility police enforcement 
operations, engineering works and road safety education,” he said. 
 
“The NSW Government has a responsibility to reduce death and injury on NSW roads by 
getting motorists to slow down. 
 
“The Auditor General’s inquiry found a speed camera in the right location can save lives and 
prevent serious injury 
 
“More than 170 people die and 4,100 people are injured in speed related crashes each year. 
 
“The new strategy will expand the mobile speed camera program but also will improve 
signage to make mobile speed cameras more visible. 
 
“The number of warning signs will double, they will be raised from the ground and motorists 
will get up to 250 metres advance warning of a mobile speed camera, rather than the current 
50 metres. In addition the mobile speed camera vans will have more identifiable markings.” 
 
By July next year the number of mobile speed cameras will be increased to 45 vehicles 
operating at about 2500 locations for 7,000 hours per month. This is well below most other 
jurisdictions in Australia. 
 
“Warning signs for Safety Cameras will more than double in size and Safety Camera signs will 
be changed from ‘Safety Camera Ahead’ to ‘Red Light Speed Camera Ahead.’  
 
“This will make it clearer to motorists that they will be infringed not only if they pass through 
red lights but if they speed. 
 



“This will in turn encourage motorists to slow down if they are speeding, making these 
intersections safer.” 
 
The program also will increase the number of intersections with red-light speed cameras from 
91 to 200 intersections by the end of 2014. 
 
Mr Gay said the Pacific Highway would be part of the plan with new point to point cameras for 
heavy vehicles, installed on two lengths from Tyndale to Harwood and Wardell to Ballina 
which are non-upgraded sections of the highway 
 
Mr Gay said the strategy is a result of close consultation with road safety experts and 
organisations such as the NSW Police Force and the NRMA. 
 
“It is also a win for the community when it comes to reducing crashes in NSW,” Mr Gay said. 
 
“We have taken into account the community’s expectation of transparency when it comes to 
camera types and locations,” he said. 
 
“We will be giving the members of the public the opportunity to nominate locations they 
believe should have speed cameras.” 
 
From Monday people will be able to log onto to safer roads website and lodge their 
nomination, which will then be reviewed by the Centre for Road Safety to determine if the 
location is suitable for speed enforcement. 
 
Mr Gay said in line with the Auditor General’s recommendations there will be detailed 
information about the safety benefits of speed camera locations. 
 
“No cameras will be in place if there are no safety benefits,” he said. 
 
“We will look at closely monitoring these locations to ensure the cameras are having a positive 
road safety effect. 
 
“Where it is determined the camera has not been effective, other road safety alternatives will 
be considered.” 
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KEY POINTS 
 

NSW Community Road Safety Fund 
• Revenue from speed, red light and point-to-point cameras to fund the road safety 

program. 

Community speed camera nominations 
• The public can make a nomination on where they think a speed camera should be 

located and it will be reviewed by the Centre for Road Safety together with crash data 
to determine if the location is suitable for speed enforcement.  

• To make a nomination go to www.saferroadsnsw.com.au 

Mobile speed cameras 
• Program expanded from six mobile speed camera vehicles moving between 142 

locations for 930 hours of enforcement per month. The new program by July 2013 will 
include about 45 mobile speed camera vehicles using about 2500 locations for 7000 
hours of enforcement per month.  

• By way of comparison, in NSW the proposed 7,000 hours of enforcement is equivalent 
to 9.7 hours of enforcement per 10,000 population which is smaller per capita than the 
scale of mobile speed camera programs in both Victoria (16.8 hours of enforcement 
per 10,000 population) and Queensland (14.9 hours of enforcement per 10,000 
population). This is also much less than the program announced by the former NSW 
Labor Government of 12,200 enforcement hours per month. 

• In the short term the Centre for Road Safety in consultation with the NSW Police Force 
has identified 500 new high risk locations which will be enforced with the current six 
mobile speed cameras. 

• Increased visibility includes new signs which read ‘Mobile Speed Camera Vehicle 
Ahead’ instead of ‘Safety Camera Vehicle Ahead.’ 

• There will be two signs instead of one as motorists approach a mobile speed camera 
vehicle up to 250m and 50m before. 

• There will also be onesign after the vehicle which reads “Your Speed Has Been 
Checked”. 
 

Red Light Speed Cameras 
• Signs changed from ‘Safety Camera Ahead’ to ‘Red Light Speed Camera Ahead’. 
• Signs double in size with speed limit included. 
• Locations expanded from 91 to 200 intersections by the end of 2014. Currently only 46 

cameras are fully enforcing with the remaining 45 enforcing red light offences only.  
These 45 locations will be placed in full enforcement once new signage is installed at 
each location. 

 
Point-to-point Cameras 

• Two additional heavy vehicle point-to-point enforcement lengths on sections of the 
Pacific Highway that are yet to be upgraded: 

 Tyndale to Harwood, approximately 20 kilometres 
 Wardell to Ballina, approximately 18 kilometres 

 
Decommissioned cameras and cameras in warning phase 

• Road safety improvements at all decommissioned speed camera locations. 
• A three strikes system at seven speed camera locations in warning phase. These 

cameras in warning phase will be located on: 
Carlingford Road, Epping 
President Avenue, Gymea 
Bangalow Road, Clunes 

http://www.saferroadsnsw.com.au/


Pacific Highway, Urunga 
Spit Road, The Spit 
Eastern Arterial Road, Gordon 
Eastern Valley Way, North Willoughby  

• Vehicle owners will be sent an infringement notice on third offence at any one location.  
• Those travelling more than 30km/h over the speed limit will be sent a court attendance 

notice and face significant penalties. 

Auditor General’s Recommendations Being Implemented 
 

 Develop an overarching strategy for all speed camera types 
 Document reasons where future camera location decisions 
vary from site selection criteria 

 Annually review existing site locations to check if speed 
cameras are still appropriate 

 Assess crash impact of existing fixed speed cameras using  
5 years of crash data 

 Annually monitor the effectiveness of individual speed 
cameras 

 Annually publish trends in crashes, revenue, and speeding 
or infringement data for each speed camera (published 
each year in June) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


