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*RMS Western Zone is bounded to the east by a line drawn through Corowa, Culcairn, Boorowa, Molong, Mudgee, Merriwa, 
Quirindi, Tamworth, Bundarra and Inverell to the Queensland border adjacent to the intersection of the Bonshaw-Emmaville Road 

and the Bruxner Highway east of Bonshaw. 

 

 
Friday, 29 June 2012 – Exclusive for The Land Magazine 

 

Government takes the axe to rid rural NSW of Labor-made red tape 
 
NSW Minister for Roads and Ports Duncan Gay has today cut more Country Labor-
made red tape that has been strangling farmers and grain harvest contractors in NSW 
for 16 years. 
 
“I’m delighted to announce the extension of grain auger permits from one to 12 
months for machinery operating on western region roads,” Mr Gay said. 
 
“The NSW Liberals and Nationals are determined to rid farming families and 
businesses of 16 years of Country Labor generated red tape.” 
 
Mr Gay said the need for a 12 month permit for the transport of grain augers was 
brought to his attention by Rob and Sally Houston of ‘North Bunarba’, Mungindi. 
 
“Recently, the Minister for Western NSW and Barwon MP Kevin Humphries hosted a 
meeting in Moree with delegates from NSW Farmers Association including the 
Houstons who explained to me the operational and cost benefits of issuing 12 month 
journey permits for the movement of grain augers. 
 
“The Houstons described how existing one month permits for augers above 25 metres 
in length weren’t flexible enough to deal with delays in grain harvest due to prolonged 
wet weather. 
 
“Under Country Labor, farmers like the Houstons were forced to renew their permits 
every month at a cost of $72 to extend the window of operation for augers. 
 
“This was clearly a time-consuming and costly exercise that needed to be fixed,” said 
Mr Gay. 
 
Under the Class 1 Grain Auger Combination Notice 2010, grain auger combinations 
up to 25 metres in length with up to 10 metres rear overhang are allowed to travel on 
roads in the Roads and Maritime Services designated Western Zone*. 
 
Grain augers exceeding these dimensions have limited access to the road network 
through a specific permit that requires stricter operating conditions. 
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A journey permit is issued for grain auger combinations up to 34 metres in length, with 
up to 11 metres overhang, with the requirement of two pilot vehicles. Under Country 
Labor the journey permit was only issued for one month. 
 
A one month period had been historically applied to permits for oversize grain augers 
due to the considered risks associated with the movement of these combinations. 
However, no crashes or incidents involving grain augers have been reported to RMS 
in the last five years. 
 
Under the new reform, current permit conditions will continue to be applied (e.g. the 
requirement of two pilot vehicles), albeit the duration of the permit period will be 
extended from one to 12 months. 
 
“The NSW Government has listened to farmers and contractors and also considered 
the expert advice of road safety authorities to arrive at a safe and sensible solution to 
this issue,” Mr Gay said. 
 
“This reform represents a more streamlined approach once the permit is issued, and 
will reduce the need for repeated applications for date changes, thereby reducing red 
tape and cost for farmers and grain harvest contractors.” 
 
Farmers and contractors wanting to extend a grain auger permit in the RMS Western 
Zone from one to 12 months can contact RMS on 1300 656 371 or visit the RMS 
website at www.rms.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
Cutting Country Labor-made red tape 

Since coming to office in March 2011, the NSW Government has moved quickly to 
slash Country Labor-made red tape affecting rural and regional industries, including: 

 
 Width concessions from 2.5 to 2.7 metres for the transport of baled wool, hay, straw 

and cotton; 
 

 Exemption to allow new John Deere 7760 round bale cotton pickers to be ‘walked’ 
for up to 80 kilometres between farms; 
 

 Allowing access for 4.6 metre high four-tiered livestock crates to travel on the Great 
Western Highway over the Blue Mountains; 
 

 Allowing quad and quin dog truck combinations operating at Higher Mass Limits 
(HML) to access the existing B-Double road network; 
 

 Abolishing the requirement of road train operators to carry a number of paper 
permits in their trucks; 
 

 A number of local and regional specific concessions for the movement of 
specialised oversized agricultural and mining equipment (e.g. coal dump truck 
buckets); and 
 

 Restoring the speed limit on the Newell Highway to 110km/h. 
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