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Friday, 6 July 2012 
 

More Labor-made red tape put to the sword in country NSW 
 
In yet another win for farmers and transport operators in country NSW,the Minister for 
Roads and Ports Duncan Gay has today extended load width concessions for the 
movement of wool, hay, straw and cotton bales until 2017. 
 
“Last year, the NSW Government provided one year width concessions for the 
transport of these agricultural commodities – today, we’ve extended those 
concessions for another five years until 2017,” Minister Gay said. 
 
Minister Gay said the NSW Liberals and Nationals are determined to rid farming 
families and businesses of 16 years of Country Labor-made red tape. 
 
“Without comprising safety, we’re injecting much needed common sense back into the 
farm freight productivity equation. 
 
“As every wool, hay, straw and cotton producer and carrier knows, when placed and 
restrained tightly on a truck trailer, these bale loads deform or ‘bulge out’ beyond 2.5 
metres in width. 
 
“Under Country Labor – an oxymoron if ever I heard one – producers and carriers 
were subjected to crippling fines and penalties because of impractical and prescriptive 
regulations that failed to account for the natural, physical attributes of these baled 
commodities.” 
 
The new Class 3 Baled Agricultural Commodities Load Exemption Notice consolidates 
a number of existing notices – thereby reducing red tape – and allows semi-trailers 
and B-Double trucks to transportwool, hay, straw and cotton bale loads up to 2.7 
metres in width. 
 
Loads up to 2.6 metres in width are not subject to any additional access restrictions or 
conditions, while loads between 2.6 metres and 2.7 metres are subject to some travel 
restrictions and conditions (e.g. the need for a flashing light at night fora 2.7 metre 
wide load). 
 
For the first time, the new Notice also allows Type 1 road trains to transport loads of 
baled wool, hay and straw up to 2.6 metres in width on the NSW Road Train Network 
(i.e. in the past, Type 1 road trains could only transport cotton bales). 
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Similarly, the new Notice also permits truck and dog trailer, and truck and pig trailer 
combinations to carry loads of baled wool, hay, straw and cotton up to 2.6 metres in 
width when operating outside the NSW Urban Zone (i.e. in the past, dog and pig trailer 
combinations weren’t allowed to transport any of these agricultural commodities). 
 
“Semi-trailers and B-Double trucks are allowed the extra width concession from 2.6 
metres to 2.7 metres because they exhibit better tracking and stability than road train 
and dog and pig trailer combinations,” said Minister Gay. 
 
Minister Gay said to ensure high standards of road safety are maintaineda number of 
existing conditions will continue to apply to the new load exemption Notice, including: 

 
 A maximum 100mm (10cm) side load projection on any one side of the vehicle; 
 Vehicles travelling at night carrying more than 2.6 metre width loads must have 

a flashing light, load delineators (i.e. reflective devices that identify the 
extremities of the load) and appropriate warning signs; and 

 Clearway, transit lane and critical location restrictions will still apply. 
 
The new Notice expires in 2017 as five years is the maximum period notices can be 
made for under the Road Transport (Mass, Loading and Access) Regulation 2005. 
 
Minister Gay reminded industry members and stakeholders of the development of 
Heavy Vehicle National Laws, scheduled for implementation in 2013, which may 
impact on future width concession limits for agricultural commodities. 
 
“In any future negotiations at the national level, I’ll be fighting hard for NSW to retain 
the 2.6 metre and 2.7 metre width concessions for bale loads. 
 
“The NSW Government has listened to farmers and transport operators and also 
considered the expert advice of road safety authorities to arrive at a safe and sensible 
solution to this issue,” Minister Gay said. 
 
 
A copy of the new Notice can be viewed and downloaded by clicking on the RMS link 
below: 
http://www.rta.nsw.gov.au/heavyvehicles/downloads/permitnotices/class_3_baled_agri
cultural_commodities_exemption_notice_2012.pdf
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