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PUBLIC COMMENT SOUGHT ON $250 MILLION GREAT 

WESTERN HIGHWAY UPGRADE  
 

NSW Roads Minister Duncan Gay, Member for Bathurst Paul Toole and Member for Blue 
Mountains Roza Sage today called for public comment on the concept design of the Great 
Western Highway upgrade to improve safety and travel conditions between Mount Victoria 
and Lithgow. 
 
"I’m pleased to be here with the committed local Members, Paul Toole and Roza Sage, to 
announce the release of the Great Western Highway upgrade designs, and invite valuable 
public comment,” Mr Gay said. 
 
The concept design display is part of a $250 million revised investment package to upgrade 
the highway, which will be jointly funded by NSW and Federal Governments. 
 
"Both governments recognise the importance of this corridor to our economy and the need to 
continue delivering safety improvements for the residents, motorists and freight operators 
who use it each day,"  
 
“A long term highway upgrade plan is also needed to reserve road boundaries and provide 
certainty to councils and property owners in the local area.” 
 
“I’m dedicated to ensuring the upgrade is successfully completed by the expected date.”  
 

Mr Toole and Ms Sage welcomed the announcement. 
 
“The community has worked hard for this upgrade, and will be extremely pleased to see 
advancements in the project,” Ms Sage said.    
 
“It’s great to see the NSW Government’s commitment to our local area and to the completion 
of this project,” Mr Toole said. 
 
Mr Gay said the revised investment package incorporates recommendations from an 
independent review of the Great Western Highway upgrades west of Katoomba. 
 
 
 
 



The Great Western Highway upgrade package will include: 
  

 Upgrading the highway at Forty Bends, east of Lithgow ($120 million) 

 Delivering enhanced safety work between Lithgow and Mount Victoria, including 
upgrades at Little Hartley and River Lett Hill ($83 million) 

 Finalising the concept design for upgrading the highway between Lithgow and Mount 
Victoria 

 Highway safety upgrades between Mount Victoria and Katoomba. 
 
Mr Gay said Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) would expedite the environmental impact 
assessment for the proposed Forty Bends upgrade so it can be displayed for comment later 
in 2012. 
 
The current safety works on Victoria Pass, due for completion in October, build upon other 
improvements delivered so far. 
 
For more information on the concept design display: 
 Go to www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roadprojects 
 Phone 1800 035 733 (toll free) 
 Email MV2Linformation@MV2L.com.au 
 Visit the various displays in Lithgow and Katoomba 
 Write to Mount Victoria to Lithgow Alliance, PO Box 164, St Leonards NSW 1590 

 
The concept design is on display in local libraries for comment until 26 October 2012.  
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