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FREIGHT AT FOREFRONT OF NSW ECONOMY 
 
NSW Minister for Roads and Ports Duncan Gay MLC and Chair of the NSW Freight 
Advisory Council Ron Finemore AO have released the draft NSW Freight and Ports 
Strategy. 
 
“The expected doubling of the NSW freight task to nearly 800 million tonnes by 2031 
highlights the need to deliver the first-ever NSW Freight and Ports Strategy,” Mr Gay said. 
 
“Freight matters to every person in the state. Efficient freight and logistic networks reduce 
the cost of everyday goods and services, underpin the strength of our export industries, 
and generate vital employment. 
 
“Whereas past state governments treated freight as an afterthought, this cynical and short-
sighted view has been put to the sword by the O’Farrell Government. We are putting 
freight at the forefront of the NSW economy. 
 
“This strategy will provide industry with the certainty needed to invest with the Government 
in critical economic infrastructure,” Mr Gay said. 
 
In 2011/12, the freight and logistics sector contributed 13.8 per cent to the NSW Gross 
State Product or $58 billion. It is estimated up to half a million people work in the sector, 
representing nearly 14 per cent of total NSW employment. 
 
The value of products carried on the state’s freight network each year exceeds $80 billion. 
 
The draft strategy aims to identify and fix the current inefficiencies, capacity constraints 
and choke points affecting sections of the state’s freight network. 
 
Mr Finemore said the draft strategy was developed over 12 months through extensive 
consultation with industry to understand their challenges, from choke points on the rail 
network to truck load weight restrictions on key freight routes. 
 
“Once finalised, the Freight and Ports Strategy will be a road map for future freight and 
logistics in NSW detailing specific actions and projects needed to get this state moving 
again – a historic first for the state,” Mr Finemore said. 
 
“As a life-long transport operator myself, I congratulate the government for working closely 
with industry to create a practical and realistic strategy to improve freight and logistic 
networks in NSW. 
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“It’s now up to industry and their customers to review the draft strategy in detail and 
provide meaningful input and alternative solutions to problems. Through this strategy we 
have the opportunity to help position NSW as a future national leader in freight and 
logistics.” 
 
Minister Gay said the draft strategy was also a “call to action” to the private sector. Not 
every infrastructure project can or should be funded by taxpayers. 
 
“Where there is a firm forecast demand and a commensurate future revenue stream to pay 
for infrastructure, private sector financing can be a viable option.” 
 
Financing sources can include co-investment with government, leases and concessions of 
parts of the transport network or the creation of infrastructure bonds. 
 
“Governments will continue to contribute major funding, but to fix the legacy of a backlog of 
critical infrastructure requires an approach beyond that of relying solely on the public 
purse,” Minister Gay said. 
 
To reverse years of neglect and mismanagement suffered under previous State Labour 
governments, the O’Farrell Government has been reinvesting in the freight and logistics 
sector; including: 
 
 $214 million committed towards stage one construction of the Northern Sydney Freight 

Corridor; a $1.07 billion joint program of works with the Commonwealth to resolve 
constraints on the rail network between Sydney and Newcastle. 

 
 $277 million over the next five years has been assigned to maintain and upgrade grain 

rail lines, while an extra $135 million has been allocated to an initiative called “Bridges 
for the Bush”. The latter will remove frustrating truck load weight restrictions on key 
regional freight routes. 

 
 Port Kembla Outer Harbour development is underway as are multi-million upgrades of 

the Hume (Holbrook bypass), Newell, Princes and Great Western highways. 
 
 An initial $1.8 billion from Restart NSW earmarked towards WestConnex. This project 

will link Sydney’s west with the airport and Port Botany precinct, and will include the M4 
motorway extension and duplication of the M5 East to King Georges Road. 

 
 WestConnex complements a $400 million project negotiated last year with the private 

sector to widen the M5 West from Camden Valley Way to King Georges Road. 
Construction on the widening started this year. 

 
 In this year’s budget, the NSW Government committed an additional $1.54 billion 

towards the duplication of the Pacific Highway. 
 
The draft NSW Freight and Ports Strategy will be open for public comment until Monday 
11 February 2013. The final version of the strategy will be released in the first half of 2013.  
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