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HOWZAT: CRICKET INCENTIVES IN NEW  
LIFEJACKET CAMPAIGN  

 
Minister for Roads and Ports today launched a new water safety campaign to bring 
down the rising number of boating fatalities in NSW. 
 
Mr Gay said there has been a spike in fatalities on the State’s coastline and 
waterways, with 10 people killed on the water since July this year. 
 
“No one expects to fall in the water and get separated from their vessel. No one 
expects that years of swimming experience will be rendered useless if they slip and hit 
their head or fall in the water fully clothed,” Mr Gay said. 
 
“In the ten years to June 2012, 93 per cent of the 167 people who died on NSW 
waterways were not wearing a lifejacket.  
 
“Sadly, I’m confident many of these people would still be alive today if they were 
wearing lifejackets. 
 
“Before you step foot on the deck of a boat, go fishing from a tinny or some rocks, or 
get on another vessel like a jetski or a windsurfer, we want you to put on a lifejacket. 
 
“As an added incentive, boating safety officers carrying out random safety checks of 
recreational vessels will be giving away tickets to the New Year’s Test match and the 
One Day Series matches at the SCG as well NSW SpeedBlitz Blues cricket matches 
to everyone on board if they are all wearing lifejackets. 
 
“It’s a fun way of rewarding people who are making our waterways safer and proving a 
lifejacket never ruined a day on the water – that’s the message of our campaign. 
 
“Gone are the days of the bulky and uncomfortable orange lifejackets which restrict 
your movement and make you feel like you’ve put on twenty kilos.  
 
“Modern lifejackets are lightweight, comfortable and they can be worn all day without 
ruining your enjoyment. 
 
“It’s no good just having them stored away on your boat, where they are useless in an 
emergency. Make sure they are in good condition and the right type for your activity,” 
Mr Gay said. 
 
For more information visit lifejacketwearit.com.au 
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