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$888 MILLION INVESTED IN THE HUNTER ROAD 

NETWORK  

NSW Roads Minister Duncan Gay today announced more than $888 million will be invested in 
roads across the Hunter region as part of the 2011-2012 State Budget.  
 
“This budget will be a huge shot in the arm for the Hunter region and will ensure work on the 
Hunter Expressway continues at full speed,” Mr Gay said.  
 
Key Hunter funding initiatives include:  

 $727 million for major road infrastructure projects; 
 $133 million to maintain existing road infrastructure;  
 $21 million for regional road safety initiatives; and  
 $7 million to improve the traffic network. 

 
This budget will also see a further $570 million for the Hunter Expressway to continue work 
between the F3 at Seahampton and the New England Highway at Branxton.  
 
“A further $32 million will also be provided to continue major work on the Newcastle Inner City 
bypass between Shortland and Sandgate,” he said. 
 
“This year’s budget also provides $9.6 million to replace the Aberdeen bridge over the Hunter 
River on the New England Highway,” he said.  
 
“Replacing Aberdeen Bridge will improve accessibility for high productivity freight vehicles.  
 
The NSW Government has made a number of key election commitments in the Hunter region 
which we are delivering. 
 
Projects in this year’s budget include: 
  

 $5 million towards upgrading the Hunter Region wine roads, as part of a 4 year $20 million 
commitment; 

 $5 million towards upgrading the Raymond Terrace to Dungog Road, in the Upper Hunter, as 
part of a 4 year $20 million commitment;  

 $1 million towards upgrading Lemon Tree Passage Road, Port Stephens, as part of a 4 year $5 
million commitment;  

 $1 million towards the new Pennant Street bridge at Glendale as part of a 4 year $15 million 
commitment; 

 $500,000 towards upgrading the Cardiff main street as part of a $2.5 million commitment; 
 $200,000 towards Cessnock roads upgrades as part of a 4 year $1.2 million upgrade; 

 
“Three heavy vehicle rest areas will also be upgraded at Singleton and Murrurundi on the New 
England Highway and at Sandy Hollow, west of Denman on the Golden Highway.  
 
“The rest areas are part of the Heavy Vehicle Safety and Productivity Program, which is jointly 
funded with the Federal Government.  The locations have been selected to help heavy vehicle 
drivers better manage fatigue, making the roads safer for all road users.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
“Local councils in the Hunter will also share in almost $17.3 million to help maintain local road 
networks,” Mr Gay said. 
 


