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BUDGET PROVIDES $4.2 BILLION FOR REGIONAL AND RURAL ROADS    

 
NSW Minister for Roads Duncan Gay today announced a massive $4.2 billion has been invested in 
NSW’s regional and rural road network, as part of the 2011- 2012 State Budget. 
 
More than $2 billion will be spent on critical highways including the Pacific Highway, Princes 
Highway, Hume Highway, the Great Western Highway and the Hunter Expressway. 
 
“This is a substantial investment into the vital road links that help support growth in rural and regional 
communities,” Mr Gay said.  
 
“The NSW Liberals & Nationals are determined to fix the mess on our roads left by 16 long years of 
neglect and underinvestment by Labor.”  
 
Key funding includes: 
 
$1 billion to upgrade the Pacific Highway, including completing the Ballina bypass and Glenugie 
upgrade and progressing bypasses of Bulahdelah, Kempsey and Woolgoolga including:  

 

 $190 million to continue construction of the jointly funded dual carriageway upgrade between Coffs 
Harbour (Sapphire) and Woolgoolga  

 $135 million to continue construction of the jointly funded dual carriageway upgrade at Banora 
Point  

 $90 million to start construction of the jointly funded upgrade between Tintenbar and Ewingsdale  

 $32 million to complete construction of the jointly funded dual carriageway bypass of Ballina  

 $28 million to continue construction of the jointly funded dual carriageway upgrade between 
Herons Creek and Stills Road  

 $13 million to complete construction of the jointly funded dual carriageway upgrade at Glenugie 

 $29 million to start construction of the jointly funded dual carriageway upgrade at Devils Pulpit 

 $32 million for the jointly funded upgrade between the Oxley Highway and Kempsey  

 $12 million for the jointly funded upgrade between Frederickton and Eungai 

 $50 million for the jointly funded upgrade between Warrell Creek and Urunga  

 $40 million for the jointly funded upgrade between Woolgoolga and Ballina 

 $3 million to continue planning of the Pacific Highway bypass of Coffs Harbour 
 
More than $80 million this year on major upgrades to the Princes Highway including projects at 
Gerringong, South Nowra, Victoria Creek and Bega, including:  
 

 $25 million to complete preconstruction activities and start construction of the Gerringong upgrade 
between Mount Pleasant and Toolijooa Road 

 $18 million start work on the duplication at South Nowra, between Kinghorne Street and Forest 
Road 

 $17 million to start major work on the realignment at Victoria Creek 

 $10 million to start major work on the jointly funded Bega Bypass  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
$246 million to duplicate the Hume Highway including completing the federally funded Woomargama 
and Tarcutta bypasses and continuing work on the Holbrook Bypass.  
 
The Woomargama and Tarcutta bypasses are key links in providing a four lane divided highway 
between Sydney and Melbourne. Projects include: 
  

 $116 million to continue construction of the jointly funded Holbrook Bypass  

 $65 million to complete the federally funded, Woomargama Bypass  

 $65 million to complete the federally funded,  Tarcutta Bypass  
 
 
$627 million has been allocated for the Hunter region, including:  
 

 $580 million to continue construction of the jointly funded Hunter Expressway between F3 at 
Seahampton and the New England Highway at Branxton  

 $32 million to continue construction of the Newcastle inner bypass between Shortland and 
Sandgate 
 
$160 million will be invested in the Great Western Highway including:  
 

 $15 million to start construction of the four lane upgrade between Bullaburra and Wentworth Falls 

 $4 million to start construction of the four lane upgrade at Bullaburra  

 $40 million to continue construction of the four lane upgrade at Lawson  

 $32 million to continue construction of the jointly funded four lane upgrade between Woodford and 
Hazelbrook  

 $28 million to continue construction of the four lane upgrade of the jointly funded upgrade at 
Wentworth Falls East  

 $22 million to continue planning for the upgrade of the jointly funded upgrade between Mount 
Victoria and Lithgow  
 
Mr Gay said $114 million would also be invested in specific regional road safety initiatives.  
 
“This is in addition to the huge amount we’ll also be spending on road safety improvements while 
building and maintaining regional roads around NSW,” Mr Gay said. 
 
 

 
 


