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NSW GOVERNMENT COMMITTED TO PROVIDING JOBS IN 
GRAFTON 

 
Deputy Premier Andrew Stoner and Roads Minister Duncan Gay today restated the NSW 
Government’s commitment to providing jobs in the Grafton area with the announcement 
that Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) is advertising a number of local employment 
opportunities. 
 
Mr Stoner said 30 positions including roles for surveillance officers, engineers and project 
managers were required to work on local road upgrade projects including the Pacific 
Highway’s Devils Pulpit and Woolgoolga to Ballina projects. 
 
“This is about the NSW Government providing jobs where they are needed,” Mr Stoner 
said. 
 
Mr Gay said the RMS already employed more than 200 staff in and around Grafton, 
making the agency one of the area’s biggest employers. 
 
“New employees are now required due to the increased work in the region and on the 
Pacific Highway and I would encourage those interested to apply,” Mr Gay said. 
 
“The new positions include: 

 Major Projects Implementation Manager  
 Project Manager (several roles)  
 Project Engineer (several roles)  
 Surveillance Officer (several roles)  
 Assistant Bridge Maintenance Planner 

“RMS will launch an advertising campaign today to promote the vacant roles that will 
feature in local newspapers and on employment services’ websites. 

“RMS hopes to attract more than the required number of applicants so it can create an 
eligibility list for futures projects. 

Mr Stoner said the new jobs through RMS were just one aspect of the NSW Government’s 
employment impact in the Grafton area. 
 
“Since the NSW Liberals & Nationals were elected in March 2011, in the Clarence region 
there has been an increase of: 

 32 teachers, 

 40 nurses, and 



 8 probationary constables. 
 
“As a result of recent initiatives it is also likely that there will be a potentially significant 
number of new jobs coming to the Clarence,” Mr Stoner said. 
 
“Following representations from Chris Gulaptis, the Premier and I have called a meeting of 
the rural and regional subcommittee of Cabinet for 6 August, having asked our Directors 
General to work up options for the relocation of public servants to Grafton. 
 
“We have also recently announced the Northern Rivers Jobs Plan to encourage jobs 
growth in the region and help eligible local businesses position themselves and the local 
economy for a sustainable and positive future. 
 
“Since it was first announced, there has already been strong preliminary interest from a 
number of Northern Rivers businesses, and with the first round of applications having 
opened on Monday this week, I am looking forward to seeing some positive results. 
 
“While there has understandably been resentment in the community in regards to the 
downsizing of Grafton Gaol, I am confident that due to the Government’s actions Grafton 
will come out ahead on jobs.” 
 
Local Member Chris Gulaptis welcomed the NSW Government’s commitment to providing 
local jobs. 
 
“The local community has taken some hits in recent times, so it’s important we have a 
State Government that is listening to us and doing everything it can to bolster the local 
economy,” Mr Gulaptis said. 
 
“We need jobs in Grafton and the Clarence, and I welcome the Deputy Premier’s 
commitment to creating and providing local jobs.” 
 

MEDIA: Ben Shine 0431 096 596 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


