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ORGANISATION 

Transport for NSW 
Transport for NSW leads the development of a safe, efficient, integrated transport system that 
keeps people and goods moving, connects communities and shapes the future of our cities, 
centres and regions. The agency is responsible for strategy, planning, policy, regulation, funding 
allocation and other non-service delivery functions for all modes of transport in NSW including 
road, rail, ferry, light rail, point to point, regional air, cycling and walking, and recreational boating.  

Transport for NSW delivers maritime safety and infrastructure priorities for the State Government. 
The Transport maritime cluster under the integrated business model developed in mid-2019 is 
comprised of:  

• Centre for Maritime Safety; Transport for NSW (CMS): responsible for evidence-based 
strategy, policy and regulatory framework including major behavioural campaigns, key 
stakeholder relations and strategic coordination relating to safety, infrastructure and access;  

• NSW Maritime; Transport for NSW (Maritime): responsible for the delivery of regulatory 
services and infrastructure, direct engagement and customer service relating to safety, 
infrastructure and access; and 

• Port Safety, Freight Industry; Transport for NSW: responsible for evidence-based port 
strategy, regulatory framework and governance relating to movement of trading vessels 
(freight and passenger shipping) and key stakeholder relations. 

The cluster goal is to work within a culture of collaboration, integrity, safety, solutions and customer 
focus. 

Maritime Advisory Council (MAC) 
MAC was established to provide independent expert advice to the relevant Minister or Ministers on 
maritime issues in NSW. Members of the Council have expertise across the recreational and 
commercial boating and maritime property sectors. 

Recreational Vessels Advisory Group (RVAG) 
RVAG was established to provide advice and expertise on recreational boating matters. This may 
include matters referred to it by the MAC. 

Matters which have been raised at RVAG meetings may, at the discretion of the Chair, be referred 
to the MAC for consideration.  

Members of RVAG may belong to groups which have, or represent, national organisations. This 
provides RVAG with a cross-border perspective which is useful when considering issues which 
may impact interstate visitors to NSW waters. 

Regional Boating Advisory Groups (RBAG) 
RBAG were established for waterway users to discuss local regional issues. There are 11 RBAGs 
based on the geography of the State’s waterways and waterway management set out in the 2015 
Regional Boating Plans. RBAG discuss and provide advice on issues requested by Transport for 
NSW or RVAG, and may raise any issues or concerns from the local region. The RBAG are made 
up of local maritime community members who are chosen to represent the local region and 
provide boating advice on various issues. RVAG may refer issues to the RBAG meetings, and 
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RBAG may submit to RVAG for consideration any items discussed that have or may have a state-
significant impact and other broad items of interest. 

Commercial Vessels Advisory Group (CVAG) 
CVAG was established to provide advice and expertise to Transport for NSW on commercial 
vessels matters, and to examine measures that will foster a safe, responsible and competitive 
environment in NSW. 

Membership is made up of a representative cross-section of NSW’s commercial vessels industry 
and provides a forum to review issues facing the industry, changes to legislation, and maritime 
initiatives.  

On 1 July 2018, the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) became responsible for the 
regulation of Domestic Commercial Vessels under the National Law. Consequently, CVAG will 
work to streamline its focus to minimise duplication with AMSA and its consultative processes.  

Maritime Property Advisory Group (MPAG) 
MPAG was established to provide advice and expertise on maritime property matters such as the 
administration of commercial and domestic leases, and developments within maritime precincts. 
This may include matters referred to it by the MAC. 

Relationships 
The organisations listed above all interact and collaborate to make NSW navigable waters safe, 
accessible and enjoyable. RBAG review issues in their regional areas and may escalate issues 
through to the RVAG, CVAG or MPAG to examine issues at the wider state level. These groups 
collectively support the MAC to provide advice to the Minister. The Minister may consider this 
advice to provide direction to Transport for NSW. 

 

OBJECTIVE 
The objective of RVAG is to provide a forum for peak recreational vessel stakeholders to discuss 
emerging issues, explore ideas, contribute to innovative solutions, and provide expert advice to 
Government.  

 
ROLE AND FUNCTIONS 
The functions of RVAG are to: 

1. represent peak recreational vessel stakeholder bodies in NSW; 
2. discuss recreational vessel matters concerning maritime safety, environment, access or 

amenity; 
3. provide advice based on extensive knowledge and/or practical experience in recreational 

vessel issues for consideration by Transport for NSW in policy, legislative framework, 
operational delivery and service delivery; and 

4. present concerns and issues raised by the recreational vessel community directly with  
Transport for NSW and other members. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Chair of RVAG 
The Chair will be appointed through agreement between CMS and Maritime. Currently Maritime 
provides the Chair and the secretariat function. 

The Chair, or the Chair’s representative, is to preside at all meetings of RVAG. 

Eligibility and Responsibility 
In order to be eligible for membership to RVAG, an industry or community association must 
demonstrate that they represent a particular section of the recreational vessel community. This 
may be demonstrated by being the sole or peak body representing a vessel community group or 
industry, or by having sufficient membership numbers which demonstrate a strong representation 
of the community using the waterways.  

State Government agencies including the NSW Police Force, Department of Primary Industries 
(fisheries) and Transport for NSW, will have permanent membership.  

Organisations may request to become a member organisation by submitting an application to the 
Chair. The content of the application should include a description of the representation of their 
membership, including numbers or network and their intended contribution to RVAG. The Chair 
will notify the results of the application to the applicant in writing. 

Each member organisation will be invited to nominate one representative. Organisations should 
select representatives that are able to suitability represent their organisation with relevant 
expertise to contribute to discussion and the capacity to participate in the RVAG process. 

Member organisations will be required to provide formal updates at RVAG meetings, and may 
raise any issues or concerns from their members.  

Members of MAC, CVAG, MPAG or RBAG may be invited to attend to observe the workings of 
RVAG and participate in discussions.  

The Chair may invite suitable individuals to RVAG meetings to provide expert advice. Members 
may request the Chair to invite subject matter experts, or arrange relevant presentations either in 
writing or at an RVAG meeting. 

Members agree to abide by the Code of Conduct attached to these Terms of Reference. 

When a suspected breach of the Code of Conduct has occurred, the member concerned may be 
notified in writing as such and granted a period of time to respond. After the period of time has 
expired, the Chair will consider any submissions and will make a determination. The Chair may 
determine to withdraw membership of the member. 

If a member’s membership is withdrawn for a breach of the Code of Conduct, the member’s 
organisation may need to show cause as to why it should remain a member organisation of 
RVAG. 
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Reporting 
At every RVAG meeting, members should submit a written report and/or provide a verbal update 
from their organisation’s membership in accordance the RVAG report template. This report should 
include any issues or concerns raised by their members, any upcoming special events, or 
activities related to the organisation’s membership.  

Member’s reports are recommended in order to provide information to Transport for NSW and 
other members about the represented activity and any issues faced by waterway users. Transport 
for NSW will use this information to better understand and assist the boating public. Member’s 
reports will provide an opportunity for organisations to understand challenges faced by other 
boating stakeholders, and identify commonalities and possible opportunities to improve. 

 
RVAG PROCEDURES 

Meetings 
RVAG shall discuss issues relevant to its objective in accordance with an agenda forwarded to 
members prior to any meeting. 
There will be a number of standing items. These will include:  

• Minutes from previous meetings, including endorsement; 
• Actions from previous meetings; 
• Boating Incident statistics;  
• Licence and registration statistics;  
• Updates on key Plans and Strategies; and 
• Member reports. 

 
All members are able to request items be added to the agenda. The following process for 
determining Agenda items applies: 

• Approximately three weeks before the RVAG meeting, members will be notified in writing to 
submit agenda items.  Items should be submitted two weeks prior to the RVAG meeting.  

• The final Agenda will be forwarded to members approximately one week prior to the RVAG 
meeting. 

The Chair has final determination on all agenda items for inclusion.  
All meetings shall be minuted and subject to confirmation by RVAG after which they will be 
uploaded to the appropriate Transport for NSW web page.  Minutes and any additional material 
will be circulated as soon as practicable after the meeting. 
RVAG shall seek to develop a consensus view on matters raised at meetings. Where consensus 
is not achievable, the differing views of members may be recorded. 

Recommendations of RVAG are not binding on Transport for NSW. If a recommendation is not 
accepted, the Chair will provide reasons to members at the next RVAG meeting. 

RVAG will generally meet on the second Tuesday of every third month, unless otherwise notified 
by the Chair. 
It is the responsibility of members to: 

(a) Attend all meetings. Where a member is unable to attend, an alternative representative may 
be nominated to attend or an apology lodged in writing prior to the meeting; 
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(b) Provide a report from their organisation’s membership; 
(c) Submit agenda items, read agenda papers prior to the meeting and ensure any comments 

on meeting minutes are sent to the secretariat;  
(d) Contribute to discussions on agenda items; 
(e) Provide expert advice and make recommendations in relation to the issue being discussed; 
(f) Consider participation in any sub-group established that has relevance to their 

organisation’s membership. 
Members of RVAG will not be remunerated for participation.  However, members or invited experts 
may be paid a travel allowance, as determined by the Chair. 

Quorum 
A quorum for a RVAG meeting is 8 members present at the meeting, including the Chair.  

Invited Guests and Experts 
RVAG will occasionally welcome experts and guests to attend meetings and provide input on 
specific issues, or across the range of the items on the agenda. Experts may be invited to present 
on an agenda item, or required to review agenda items and provide reports or feedback. Similarly, 
guests may include Government representatives, interstate visitors or other persons who will be 
suitably able to contribute to RVAG. 

Insurance Coverage 
RVAG members are covered by Public Liability Insurance if injured on Transport for NSW 
premises whilst undertaking their duties as members of RVAG. 

 
EVALUATION AND REVIEW  
 

These Terms of Reference for RVAG will be reviewed every three years or sooner as determined 
by the Chair. Changes to these Terms of Reference will be passed to MAC for information.  
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CODE OF CONDUCT 

Personal and Professional Behaviour 
RVAG members will: 

• Perform their role with due care, honesty, courtesy and integrity. 
• Carry out the functions associated with membership diligently, impartially and consciously 

to the best of their ability. Communication will be open and constructive. 
• Behave in a way that does not directly or indirectly lead to dishonest or improper conduct or 

abuse of their RVAG position. 
• Not use any information to which they have access to gain an improper advantage, or in a 

way which may be disadvantageous to the NSW Government, any government entity, 
RVAG or its interests. 

• Reflect the collective views of their members, clubs, associations or agencies and not solely 
base their input on their own personal opinions. 

Public Comment 
Members will not make public comment on behalf of Transport for NSW or RVAG without the 
specific agreement of the Chair. It is understood that as a citizen and in performing other 
professional roles, members have the right to make comments and enter into public debate, 
providing it is not perceived to be an official comment on behalf of RVAG or the NSW 
Government. 

Conflict of Interest 
Members will consciously avoid any conflict of interest and will not allow personal interest or the 
interests of any particular person, group or association to conflict with their role as a member of 
RVAG. 

Where a conflict of interest arises at a meeting, a member must declare such conflict before, or at 
the start of, the meeting for a determination by the Chair. The Chair will decide whether the 
member should withdraw from the meeting while the matter is discussed. 

Pecuniary Interests 
Pecuniary interests are defined as those that relate in any way to Transport for NSW business and 
for which the member receives payment including salary or other payments from a position, 
dividends and interest from share and securities portfolio, income received from a rental property, 
as well as ownership or part-ownership of property (for example, a commercial property on or near 
a waterway, marina, waterfront home) or a vessel.   

Non-pecuniary interests include membership of an organisation/ association (other than that which 
the member represents on RVAG), or any interest where bias or conflict could impinge on their 
input to RVAG.  This definition of conflict of interest in no way limits other conflicts not captured by 
this definition. 

All RVAG members will be required to declare their interests – pecuniary and non-pecuniary.  
Declaration of interests maintains confidence that members are not biased.  Pecuniary interests 
will be disclosed annually in a register, and declared at a meeting if the matter under discussion is 
one whereby there could be a conflict of interest. The Chair will determine if there is conflict of 
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interest.  Non-pecuniary interests are to be declared at a meeting prior to discussion of the matter 
or can be declared before the meeting. 

Confidentiality 
Members of RVAG will, from time to time, have access to confidential information. Material which 
is confidential and must not be disclosed will be marked “Confidential” and/or “Embargoed”. 

Members agree to be bound by this protocol both during the term of their membership and 
following the completion of their term of office. 

Should a member or group of members breach confidentiality Transport for NSW reserves the 
right to take legal action to restrain the member or group of members from compromising the 
integrity of Transport for NSW information on NSW Government processes is considered 
Confidential and will not be discussed outside of the relevant group. 

Members will not use comments or reports by other members to obtain an advantage or inform a 
decision which would be contrary to the commenting member’s organisation. All discussions within 
RVAG are to be considered confidential and will not be made public without the approval of the 
Chair and the member commenting. 

As RVAG is a forum for honest advice and discussion confidentiality is considered extremely 
important. Any breach in the above will result in the immediate removal of the individual member, 
and member organisation will be required to show cause as to why they should remain as a 
member of RVAG. 

Intellectual Property 
Transport for NSW retains copyright of any written work produced in the course of working with 
RVAG. 

 13 12 36 

 Customer feedback 
Maritime 
Transport for NSW 
Locked Bag 5100 
Camperdown NSW 1450 
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