
 

New Tabulam bridge
for Bruxner Highway

NOVEMBER 2013 COMMUNITY UPDATE

Roads and Maritime Services has identified four options for a new 
Bruxner Highway bridge over the Clarence River at Tabulam as part 
of the Bridges for the Bush Program. We are now seeking comment 
on these by 20 December 2013.
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In this community update
• A summary of the four options for community 

comment

• Map of the options

• Upcoming community consultation activities

• Summary of what’s in the Route Options 
Development Report 

Background
The new Tabulam bridge project is part of  the Bridges 
for the Bush initiative, a NSW Government commitment 
to improve freight productivity and reduce maintenance 
costs by replacing or upgrading timber bridges.

Roads and Maritime Services has engaged GHD 
Pty Ltd to assist in the development of  options for a 
new bridge over the Clarence River at Tabulam. The 
development of  options has considered community 
feedback on the study area released in August 2013 

along with a wide range of  engineering, environmental 
and social constraints identified in the area.

Current status
Roads and Maritime has short listed four options 
for further investigation. A wide range of  possible 
bridge locations were considered, including those 
proposed by members of  the community. Desktop 
studies examining potential impacts such as flooding, 
environment and heritage are now complete. These 
studies and community input were considered in order 
to shortlist the four route options shown on the map 
overleaf.

Roads and Maritime is now seeking community 
input on the four route options.

A community drop-in session will be held from  
3pm to 7pm on 10 December 2013 in Tabulam.

Community comment and technical investigations will 
help to identify the preferred option.

The existing Tabulam bridge
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Feedback form
Four options for a new bridge location across the Clarence River at Tabulam have been identified. Roads and 
Maritime Services is seeking your feedback on the options to ensure the interests and needs of the Tabulam 
community and other stakeholders are considered. 

In the table below please identify any benefits or issues you see with the shortlisted options that you would like 
the project team to consider as the options are further developed and investigated.

For more information, please call the project team on 1800 810 680 (toll free),  
email community.input@ghd.com or visit www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roadprojects (and click on Tabulam bridge)
Please return completed forms to the project team in person at the community information session,  
or by mail by 20 December 2013 to GHD, Reply Paid 85012, Sydney NSW 2000

OPTION A

Benefits/opportunities:

Challenges/issues:

OPTION B

Benefits/opportunities:

Challenges/issues:

OPTION C

Benefits/opportunities:

Challenges/issues:

OPTION D

Benefits/opportunities:

Challenges/issues:

Name

Address

Suburb Postcode State

Phone number Email address

Would you like to be added to the project database and  
receive updates about the new Tabulam bridge project?

Yes No

Community feedback
Roads and Maritime acknowledges there is some 
community concern about the removal of  the existing 
bridge over the Clarence River at Tabulam. Roads and 
Maritime has received this feedback verbally, in written 
form and via two community petitions.

This feedback has been carefully considered however 
due to the ongoing conservation, operational and 
financial challenges it is not feasible to retain the 
existing bridge. Roads and Maritime is proceeding 
with the current project. This includes identifying 
a replacement bridge location and removal of  the 
existing bridge. Options considered for retaining the 
bridge at Tabulam include:

Retain the existing bridge for pedestrian  
access only
Retaining a pedestrian access bridge would continue 
to require significant maintenance costs, as a footway 
bridge would need to be maintained for vehicular 
traffic to allow for safety inspections and maintenance 
work. As such it is considered too costly.

Retain the bridge for visual aesthetics only until  
the bridge collapses into the river
Retaining the bridge without ongoing maintenance 
costs would pose significant safety risks to the 
Tabulam community and is not considered a viable 
option.

Retain the existing bridge for its current use
As identified in the Timber Truss Bridge Strategy the 
existing bridge cannot be upgraded to meet future 
operational requirements and is expensive to maintain.  
A new bridge would substantially reduce maintenance 
costs and provide a bridge suitable for future needs.

Recognition of the existing bridge
Roads and Maritime is looking at ways to recognise 
the heritage significance of  the existing bridge and 
is keen to work with the community to determine the 
most appropriate ways to do so. The community is 
encouraged to provide feedback and ideas. 

Route Options Development Report
A number of  preliminary desktop studies have been 
completed including environmental, Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal heritage, flood, road safety, traffic and 
noise. 

The outcomes of  these investigations are detailed in 
the Route Options Development Report (November 
2013) available on the project website or by contacting 
the project team. 
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Route options for a new bridge at Tabulam
Once a new bridge is constructed the old bridge is proposed to be removed.  
Roads and Maritime would like to know if you have any ideas for how the existing bridge could be  
most appropriately remembered and/or reused? 

Do you have any further comments about the options?  
If you require more space, please feel free to insert additional pages

Option A

Option A starts on the Bruxner 
Highway near Clarence River Road 
crossing the river upstream and 
parallel to the existing bridge, then 
re-joins the highway at the Clarence 
Street intersection. This option uses 
only one of the existing overflow 
bridges on western side of the river. 
The option is about 790 metres with 
a new overflow bridge and a 300 
metre main bridge.

Option B

Option B starts on the Bruxner 
Highway east of the Clarence River 
Overflow No. 1 bridge crossing the 
river upstream and parallel to the 
existing bridge, connecting to the 
existing highway at the Clarence 
Street intersection. This option 
utilises both overflow bridges on the 
western side of the river. The option 
is about 590 metres, with a new 
curved bridge.

Option C

Option C starts on the Bruxner 
Highway near Clarence River Road 
crossing the river downstream and 
parallel to the existing bridge, then 
re-joins the highway at the Clarence 
Street intersection. This option uses 
only one of the existing overflow 
bridges on western side of the river. 
The option is about 820 metres with 
a 300 metre main bridge.

Option D

Option D starts on the Bruxner 
Highway east of the Clarence River 
Overflow No. 2 bridge crossing 
the river downstream on a slight 
angle to the existing bridge. It then 
converges and re-joins the highway 
at the Clarence Street intersection. 
This option uses only one of the 
existing overflow bridges on 
western side of the river. The option 
is about one kilometre with a new 
320 metre bridge.



Announce project start (July 2013)

Consider submissions and undertake environmental  
and technical investigations

Announce preferred route

Conduct environmental impact assessment

Meet with the community and seek input about  
considerations for the project (August 2013)

Display route options for community feedback  
(Route Options Development Report)

Apply to Heritage Council of NSW to delist the  
Tabulam bridge from the NSW State Heritage Register

Display preferred route for community  
feedback (preferred route report)

Consideration and decision by Roads and Maritime and  
the Minister for Roads and Ports on the preferred route

Consider feedback and develop route options

Undertake detailed design and construction

Display environmental impact assessment  
for community feedback

Review submissions and obtain project approvals
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Feedback report
Following a community information session in August 
2013, an Early Feedback Summary Report has been 
prepared and is available on the project website www.
rms.nsw.gov.au/roadprojects (Tabulam bridge). 

The report provides a summary of  the feedback 
received, including road safety, community impacts, 
pedestrian safety and heritage. Feedback will be 
carefully considered by Roads and Maritime as 
planning continues for a new bridge.

Timber Truss Bridge Strategy
The existing bridge over the Clarence River at Tabulam 
is one of  48 timber truss bridges in NSW managed by 
Roads and Maritime Services. To address the long term 
management of  these structures, Roads and Maritime 
produced the state-wide Timber Truss Road Bridge 
Conservation Strategy. 

The strategy, undertaken in consultation with the 
Heritage Council of  NSW, aims to establish a balance 
between infrastructure provision and heritage 
conservation.

For further details see the Timber Truss Road Bridges – 
A Strategic Approach to Conservation report available 
on the RMS website www.rms.nsw.gov.au (and click on 
the links road projects/project/ maintenance).

Applying to the Heritage Council
Roads and Maritime has started the process of  
applying to the Heritage Council of  NSW for the 
removal of  the bridge at Tabulam from the State 
Heritage Register as part of  the project. Before 
delisting the bridge from the State Heritage Register, 
the Heritage Council of  NSW will conduct its own public 
consultation process.

Process from here
Roads and Maritime is aiming to identify the preferred 
option by mid 2014.

The decision will be made by considering:

• Community feedback

• Technical studies in relation to economic, 
environmental and social issues

• The outcomes of  a value management workshop.

This workshop will be held with participants from 
the community, government and technical areas of  
expertise.

The workshop will assess the performance of  each of  
the route options against a range of  criteria that relate 
to the project objectives.

A recommendation will be made to the Minister for 
Roads and Ports. The preferred route will then be 
displayed for community comment.

The process to identify the preferred option is shown in 
the flowchart below.

1800 810 680 (toll free) www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roadprojectsGHD Reply Paid 85012 Sydney NSW 2000
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Community drop-in session
A community drop-in session will be held 

on Tuesday 10 December 2013 from 3pm to 

7pm at the Tabulam Community Hall, Barnes 

Street, Tabulam.

The project team will be available to discuss the 

investigations and the options for a new bridge, 

answer questions and receive feedback.

This is an informal session and you are welcome 

to drop in at any time. No formal presentation will 

be given.

Have your say
Roads and Maritime values your input and 

encourages you to provide comments on the 

options via the feedback form attached. 

The options are also on display at the following 

locations: 

• Tabulam Post Office

• Tenterfield Shire Council

• Kyogle Council

• RMS Motor Registries at Tenterfield  

and Casino

Your feedback will assist the project team to  

better understand the needs of  the local 

community and stakeholders and assist 

with identifying local constraints. Following 

consideration of  the feedback received, these 

options will be investigated further to determine 

a preferred option.

If  you are unable to attend the session or view 

these displays, project information and feedback 

forms are available on the project website (see 

details below).

Contact us
For more information or to comment, please 

contact the Tabulam bridge project team by: 

Phone: 1800 810 680 (toll free),  

 Monday to Friday between  

 8.30am and 5.30pm 

Email: community.input@ghd.com 

Web:  www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roadprojects   

 (search Tabulam bridge) 

Write to: New Tabulam bridge project team 

 GHD 

 Reply paid 85012 

 Sydney NSW 2000

Privacy: Roads and Maritime Services is subject to the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (“PPIP Act”)  
which requires that we comply with the Information Privacy Principles set out in the PPIP Act.

All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in the assessment of this proposal. The information received, 
including names and addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent documents unless a clear indication is given in the 
correspondence that all or part of that information is not to be published. Otherwise Roads and Maritime will only disclose your personal 
information, without your consent, if authorised by the law. Your personal information will be held by the New Tabulam bridge project team, 
Roads and Maritime, Grafton, NSW 2460. You have the right to access and correct the information if you believe that it is incorrect.  

This paper is • carbon neutral • Australian made • recycled fibre  
• elemental chlorine free • pulp derived from sustainably managed sources



Feedback form
Four options for a new bridge location across the Clarence River at Tabulam have been identified. Roads and 
Maritime Services is seeking your feedback on the options to ensure the interests and needs of the Tabulam 
community and other stakeholders are considered. 

In the table below please identify any benefits or issues you see with the shortlisted options that you would like 
the project team to consider as the options are further developed and investigated.

For more information, please call the project team on 1800 810 680 (toll free),  
email community.input@ghd.com or visit www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roadprojects (and click on Tabulam bridge)
Please return completed forms to the project team in person at the community information session,  
or by mail by 20 December 2013 to GHD, Reply Paid 85012, Sydney NSW 2000

OPTION A

Benefits/opportunities:

Challenges/issues:

OPTION B

Benefits/opportunities:

Challenges/issues:

OPTION C

Benefits/opportunities:

Challenges/issues:

OPTION D

Benefits/opportunities:

Challenges/issues:

Name

Address

Suburb Postcode State

Phone number Email address

Would you like to be added to the project database and  
receive updates about the new Tabulam bridge project?

Yes No



Once a new bridge is constructed the old bridge is proposed to be removed.  
Roads and Maritime would like to know if you have any ideas for how the existing bridge could be most 
appropriately remembered? 

Do you have any further comments about the options?  
If you require more space, please feel free to insert additional pages.
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