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The NSW Government is planning for a new Bruxner Highway 
bridge over the Clarence River at Tabulam. The existing bridge will be 
replaced with a new bridge as part of the Bridges for the Bush program. 
 

GHD has been engaged by Roads and Maritime 
Services to carry out the detailed design of the 
New Tabulam Bridge project.  

It is expected that the design stage of the project 
will be completed by early 2016, following which 
time the project team will prepare for construction. 

This update outlines the current investigations and 
project status, and describes the next steps for the 
project. 

Project Background 
The New Tabulam Bridge project is part of the 
Bridges for the Bush program, a NSW 
Government commitment to improve freight 
productivity and reduce maintenance costs by 
replacing or upgrading timber bridges.  

The existing Tabulam bridge has undergone 
extensive maintenance work over recent years to 
ensure that it remains safe for legally loaded 
vehicles. The bridge however presents significant 
transport limitations now and into the future as well 
as requiring a disproportionate share of the NSW 
Government’s bridge maintenance funding.  

In May 2014 the preferred route option was 
announced and in March 2015 the Review of 
Environmental Factors (REF) and refined concept 
design was published. 

 

 
 

REF submissions report  
The project team would like to thank those within 
the local community who provided feedback on the 
REF earlier this year.  

These submissions are being considered and are 
being used to aid the detailed design. 

A submissions report will be published alongside 
the REF determination in due course. 

Project benefits 
The key benefits of the project to the 
community include: 

• Reduced travel times and congestion 

• Improved road safety for all road users 

• Improved pedestrian and cyclist facilities 

• Improved transport efficiency 

• Savings in bridge maintenance 
expenditure. 

 

 
 



 

 
Figure 1:  The barge used to carry out 
geotechnical investigation being lifted into the 
river  

Upcoming work 
Work currently scheduled for the detailed design 
phase of the project includes: 

Detailed design field investigations 
The project team is currently in the process of 
carrying out environmental investigations to inform 
the detailed design of the new bridge. These 
investigations require property access to various 
sites around the project area. Access agreements 
have been arranged with relevant property owners 
and members of the project team are currently on 
site undertaking studies. 

Geotechnical Studies 
Studies include geotechnical surveys and service 
locations to learn more about the conditions 
underground, such as rock formations, soil and 
utilities. We apologise for the inconvenience and 
thank the local community for their patience during 
this work. 

Community Consultation 
Roads and Maritime has been consulting 
extensively with key stakeholders and the local 
community on a range of matters including ways to 
remember the existing bridge and potential 
impacts during construction and operation. 

We are committed to continuing consultation 
during the detailed design phase of the project. If 
you would like to talk to the project team please  

 

contact the project information line on 1800 066 
243 or email community.input@ghd.com 

What happens next? 
The project team will continue with the detailed 
design and plans to hold a community information 
session in Tabulam later this year. This will be an 
opportunity for the community to comment on the 
detailed design and ask the project team 
questions.  

Following this feedback, the project team will 
complete the final design in early 2016.   

Construction is expected to begin for the new 
Tabulam bridge in late 2016, subject to all 
planning approvals being received.  
 

 

Figure 2: Over water investigations in progress to 
understand the underlying ground conditions 
 

For more information 
For more information about the project please 
contact the project team by: 

Phone: 1800 066 243. 

Email: community.input@ghd.com 

Post: New Tabulam bridge project, PO Box 5403, 
Hunter Region Mail Centre NSW 2310. 

Website: www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roadprojects 
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