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1. Background 
 
Crookwell Timber Truss Bridge over Crookwell River is located on Binda Road (Main Road 54), 10 

kilometres north of Crookwell in the Upper Lachlan Shire Council area.  

 

The Crookwell Timber Truss Bridge was identified for replacement as part of the NSW Government 

Bridges for the Bush initiative which was developed to meet the demand for increased access of larger, safer 

and heavier freight vehicles to improve the freight productivity on NSW roads.   

 

The bridge was also identified for replacement in the Timber Truss Road Bridges Conservation Strategy 

prepared by Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) in 2011. The strategy detailed a methodology for assessing 

the conservation suitability and approach to managing timber truss bridges managed by RMS.  The strategy 

was endorsed by the Heritage Council of NSW in July 2012.  

 

An inspection of the existing bridge has identified the following deficiencies: 

 The design of the bridge does not meet minimum loading requirements of AS5100-2004 and 

rehabilitation works on the existing structure would not address this issue.  

 The bridge is a single lane bridge representing an inconvenience to current traffic numbers.  

 The bridge cannot carry Higher Mass Limit (HML) vehicles.  

 The existing bridge structure is not designed for the impact and fatigue effect of current traffic 

speeds. 

 The existing bridge structure and road approaches are in poor condition requiring major 

rehabilitation. 

 Maintenance costs of the bridge have continued to increase due to the labour intensive work 

required.  

 

In February 2013 RMS invited members of the community and stakeholders to comment on the plans to 

replace the existing Crookwell Timber Truss Bridge. The comment period closed on 27 February 2013.  

 

This report outlines the issues raised during consultation with stakeholders and the broader community on 

the proposal.  Feedback was received during phone conversations with the Project Manager.  

 
The feedback included the following topic areas:  

 Safety and access.  

 Impact of work on private property. 

 

2. The Proposal 
 
RMS is considering community feedback as part of the planning and design of the replacement of the 

Crookwell Timber Truss Bridge to provide the best outcome for the community.  

 

RMS is planning to build a replacement bridge downstream of the existing Crookwell Timber Truss Bridge. 

The original bridge will then be demolished. Around 700 metres of road works will also be undertaken on 

the approaches to the replacement bridge.  

 

Features of the new bridge: 

 Three span 39.37 metre long pre-cast plank concrete bridge. 

 Located around 15 metres downstream from the existing bridge.  

 Wider bridge that has one travel lane in each direction.  

 Two metre shoulders to accommodate cyclists.  
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 Designed and built to meet current bridge standards.  

 Remediation work will also be undertaken to stop ongoing erosion of the river bank to the 

southeast of the existing timber truss bridge. 

 

 

3. Consultation  
 
A community update newsletter was letter boxed dropped to 1800 Crookwell residents in mid February 

2013. The newsletter provided project information, background, location maps and invited the community 

to comment on the planned replacement of the Crookwell Timber Truss Bridge. 

 

A dedicated Crookwell Bridge webpage was created on the RMS Roads Project website and contained 

project information, maps and photographs. A media release was distributed to local media on 14 February 

2013 inviting the community to comment on the planned replacement.  

 

The community was given the opportunity to comment from 13 February to 27 February 2013.  

 

 

4. Issues and Responses 
 

No submissions or comments were received from the community during the comment period.  

 

The Project Manager made a number of phone calls to key stakeholders including Upper Lachlan 

Shire Council and impacted landowners to gather community feedback on the project.  All 

stakeholders and community members were in support of the proposal, however a number of 

concerns were raised during the phone conversations. These issues and concerns are outlined 

below.  

 

4.1. Safety and access  
One stakeholder raised safety concerns regarding access to their property when travelling 

southbound.  The road has a 100 km/hr speed limit and the left hand turn into their property 

could be dangerous if other traffic do not slow down behind them.  The stakeholder often has a 

trailer on their vehicle which also makes it difficult to turn into the driveway.  

 

The driveway location is outside the project area. This issue has been referred to a RMS Road 

Safety and Traffic Officer who is now investigating this issue. Further information will be 

provided once the investigation is complete.  

 

 

4.2. Impact of proposal on property boundary 
One stakeholder raised concerns about where the new property boundary would be placed 

and the impact it could have on trees within their property. They were also concerned about 

the potential location of power poles on private land. 

 

RMS proposes to place a stretch of fence on the outside of the trees in the road reserve to 

avoid damage or loss of the trees. This addition does not impact the road safety or long term 

maintenance of the road or bridge. 

 

Due to the proposed additional fencing, RMS is now investigating other options for the location 

of the power poles. Further information will be provided once the investigation is complete. 

 



 

Roads and Maritime Services  

Crookwell Timber Truss Bridge Issues Report May 2013 4  

 
 

 

 

5. Recommendations and Way Forward 
 
RMS has considered all issues raised by the community and stakeholders and will continue to work with the 

community as the project progresses.  

 

A Review of Environmental Factors is currently being prepared and is expected to be finalised in the second 

quarter of 2013.  

 

RMS will continue investigations and discussions with local landowners regarding access, utility relocations, 

compound establishment and property acquisition. 
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