
 

M2 Upgrade project 
A team consisting of The Roads and Traffic Authority of NSW, 
The Hills Motorway Limited and Hills Motorway Management Limited 
(as trustee of the Hills Motorway Trust)  
M2 Upgrade project Locked Bag 2215 North Ryde BC NSW 1670 

T 1800 196 266 
E enquiries@hillsm2upgrade.com.au 

www.hillsm2upgrade.com.au 

  

 

M2 Upgrade 
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(also known as Kirkham Street Bridge)  

January 2011 

The Murray Farm Road Bridge (also known as Kirkham Street Bridge) crosses the Hills M2 
Motorway in Beecroft.  

The motorway will be widened to provide one extra lane in each direction underneath Murray Farm 
Road Bridge. To accommodate the widening the bridge will be lengthened by around 8 metres and 
the central pier will be moved to order to support the new motorway design.  
 
The bridge lengthening will involve temporary traffic changes so that construction work can be 
carried out safely. The project team proposes to partially close the bridge to one traffic lane during 
construction. Traffic would be reduced to a single lane with signalised traffic control during 
construction. This proposal is still being finalised.  

Work on the bridge, including the partial closure, is scheduled to start early in 2011 and will take 
around 22 months to complete. 

The M2 Upgrade Environmental Assessment and subsequent project approval by the Minister for 
Planning identified the need to provide a single operational lane on the bridge. 

The traffic management arrangements for the bridge works are still being finalised. These 
arrangements will approved by the Roads and Traffic Authority in consultation with Hornsby Shire 
Council.  

The approved project includes constructing the bridge with a single lane of traffic. This was 
described in the environmental assessment.  
 
This fact sheet will be updated as further information becomes available. 

Questions and Answers 

Q: Why does Murray Farm Road Bridge need to be lengthened?  

A: The M2 motorway will be widened by one extra lane in each direction underneath Murray 
Farm Road Bridge. 

 If the bridge is not lengthened, establishing a third lane on the motorway would not be 
possible at this location given where the Murray Farm Bridge structures meet the 
motorway. 

Q:  How will the bridge be lengthened? 

A:  The bridge will be lengthened on the northern side in two stages.   

Stage one:             Stage two:

• Build new bridge abutment 

• Build new bridge deck 

• Strengthen new and existing bridge 
sections 

• Remove old abutment 

• Build new central bridge pier 

• Remove old central bridge pier 
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Q: How long will it take to lengthen Murray Farm Road Bridge and when would work 
begin?  

A: The program of design and construction is being finalised. Based on the approach outlined in the 
Environmental Assessment, it is expected that the bridge work would take around 22 months. 

It is anticipated that the bridge work would begin in the first quarter of 2011. 

  

Q: Has constructing a new parallel bridge been considered by Hills and the RTA? 

A:  Constructing a new bridge next to the existing bridge has been considered, however the 
realignment of the existing road would require us to acquire and demolish at least one nearby 
residence.  This impact is considered to be unacceptable.  

 

Q: Why is a new or a pre fabricated bridge not being constructed so that the old 
bridge can remain operational during the construction period? 

A: The option of constructing a new or prefabricated bridge has been explored. Installing a new or 
prefabricated bridge would not significantly alter potential construction impacts on traffic and 
could substantially impact on the community.   

The option has not been pursued because the potential property acquisition impacts, 
environmental impacts and construction constraints are considered unacceptable. 

 

Q: Are you planning to permanently close Murray Farm Road Bridge?  

A: No. The bridge will open in full after the bridge lengthening work is finished.  

 

Q: Will there be any full closures of Murray Farm Road Bridge during construction?  

A: The project has planning approval to undertake work Murray Farm Road bridge with one lane 
traffic in operation.  Some construction activities will require the full closure of the bridge for a 
short period of time, for example at night and over some weekends.  The local community and 
stakeholders would receive advance notice of the closures.  

            The project team is reviewing the design and construction program to see if the impact of these 
works can be reduced.  

 

Q: Has the project considered a temporary full closure of the bridge over a shorter 
construction period? 

A:         A temporary full closure would only be considered if there is a structural reason on the bridge 
that makes this necessary. Therefore, at this stage a full closure during construction can not be 
ruled out.  

Please note, a more substantial closure is not a part of the approved project. The approved 
project if for one lane of traffic at a time.  
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Q:  How does the project team plan to manage traffic over the bridge during 
construction? 

A: The project team has considered traffic management options to minimise impacts on the local 
community.  The project team proposes to reduce traffic to one lane in alternating directions 
using signalised traffic control (stop/go arrangements) during construction.  

These traffic management arrangements need to be approved by the RTA in consultation with 
Hornsby Shire Council and may be subject to change.  

 

Q:  What will happen to pedestrians and cyclists? 

A: Pedestrian and cyclist access will be maintained during the construction period.   

 

Q: Was the community told about the need to lengthen Murray Farm Road Bridge?  

A: Yes. The need to lengthen Murray Farm Road Bridge was identified in the Environmental 
Assessment. The Environmental Assessment stated that the bridge would be modified in two stages 
to maintain one operational traffic lane during construction.  

This information can be viewed on the web at: 
http://www.hillsm2upgrade.com.au/files/environmental_assessment/volume1/m2ueavol1ch6proje
ctdescription.pdf (Section 6.3.7, pages 88/89).  

The Environmental Assessment refers to works on ‘Kirkham Street Bridge’, which is the official 
name for Murray Farm Road Bridge.  

The description of works included in the Environmental Assessment was based on the motorway 
carriageway being widened on the southern side of the M2 Motorway underneath the bridge.  

Following community consultation and feedback during public display of the Environmental 
Assessment, a decision was taken to move the majority of these works to the northern side of 
the M2 in order to reduce the overall impacts of the work.  These changes were explained in 
the M2 Upgrade Submissions and Preferred Project Report released on 23 August 2010.    

These modifications were subsequently approved as part of the overall determination for the 
M2 Upgrade. Details about this change in design can be viewed on the web at:  

http://www.hillsm2upgrade.com.au/files/m2upgradesubmissionsandpreferredprojectreport.pdf 
(Section 4.1, pages 233 to 241).  

 

Q: Will we find out more about what is happening?  

A: The potential options for lengthening Murray Farm Road Bridge and how to manage the 
associated traffic interruptions are being finalised. The project team will keep the community 
informed as further information comes to hand. 

 


