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Sydney Airport and Port Botany are critical 
international gateways helping to move people and 
goods around New South Wales. They are set to grow 
significantly over the next 20 years. 

Sydney Gateway has been developed in response to 
the NSW State Infrastructure Strategy (2012) which 
identified the need for a number of high capacity roads 
to facilitate connections to key strategic centres in 
Sydney such as Sydney Airport and Port Botany.  

Sydney Gateway has been designed to:

• Improve connections and travel times to Sydney 
Airport and Port Botany to help cater for forecast 
growth at these two key international ports  Support 
the efficient distribution of freight to and from the 
ports to logistic centres in Western Sydney

• Reduce congestion and heavy vehicle movements 
by taking cars and trucks off local roads in Botany 
and Mascot

• Support the growth in freight by increasing rail 
capacity and service reliability in and out of 
Port Botany. 

What is Sydney Gateway?
Sydney Gateway includes two separate projects:

1. Road – Providing a new alternative route to the 
domestic and international airport terminals from the 
Sydney motorway network at St Peters Interchange 

2. Rail – Duplicating a three-kilometre section of the 
Port Botany freight rail line.

Sydney Gateway is part of the NSW Government’s 
Future Transport Strategy 2056, supporting safe, 
efficient and reliable journeys for people and freight.  
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How was the preferred route selected?
A range of independent studies have been carried 
out to identify and assess potential corridor 
options between the Sydney motorway network 
at St Peters, Sydney Airport and Port Botany. 
The identified corridors consisted of six surface 
and tunnel routes as well as a sky bridge option, 
which is described in the scoping report Roads 
and Maritime has submitted to the Department of 
Planning and Environment (DPE). 

Options were designed to best address long 
term transport growth projections while focusing 
on minimising impacts to the environment, land 
and the surrounding community. The following 
criteria was used to identify the preferred route for 
Sydney Gateway: 

• Provides major arterial roads and rail upgrades 
to support long-term traffic growth projections 
for freight, aviation and road needs

• Minimises use of private land – residential 
and commercial

• Minimises environmental impacts to Tempe tip 
and canal (contaminated land)

• Meets mandatory airport safety and regulatory 
requirements

• Minimises major relocations of existing road and 
rail network or major utilities.

Preferred route
A key consideration in determining the preferred 
route alignment was to balance these criteria and 
provide the best long-term transport solution. 

Following detailed analysis and investigations, 
Roads and Maritime has identified a preferred route 
for the road project. This route was considered to 
meet the Sydney Gateway objectives and provided 
the best integration with St Peters interchange 
and the wider Sydney motorway network, whilst 
minimising impacts on privately owned land.

The Sydney Gateway road site is located to the 
north of Sydney Airport on both sides of Alexandra 
Canal on Commonwealth land and sections of the 
former Tempe tip site. 

The preferred route for Sydney Gateway links the 
Sydney motorway network at St Peters interchange 
with Terminal 1 and Airport Drive in the south, and 
Qantas Drive and Terminals 2 and 3 in the east. 

This includes grade separated road connections 
and new bridges over Alexandra Canal. 

Why isn’t Sydney Gateway a tunnel?
Tunnelling was investigated by independent 
consultants and Roads and Maritime, however this 
option was deemed unfeasible due to: 

• Poor ground conditions and environmental 
impacts in relation to the proximity to the 
Tempe tip

• Technical requirements to pass under Alexandra 
Canal, leading to a sub-optimal road gradient 

• The high groundwater level and flood prone 
areas, which would make it difficult to protect 
tunnels from flooding

• The surface land requirements associated with 
tunnelling would be significant and optimal 
connections to the existing network would be 
difficult to achieve 

• Tunnel portals would also have been in close 
proximity to the Tempe wetland and associated 
ecological community.

Is there any opportunity for the route 
to change?
While all feedback from the community will be 
considered, the preferred route for the project 
has been driven by a range of factors that greatly 
limit options to influence the proposed route 
alignment. These factors include the location of 
existing roads and the rail corridor, mandatory 
airspace safety restrictions, key land uses and 
sensitive environmental features, and the location of 
Alexandra Canal.

Roads and Maritime encourages feedback from the 
community on the project throughout the design 
and development process. We will continue to ask 
for community feedback as we move through each 
stage of planning.

This document contains important information 
about transport projects in your area. If you need an 
interpreter, please call the Translating and Interpreting 
Service on 131 450 and ask them to call the Project 
Team on 1800 654 446. The interpreter will then help 
you with translation.
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