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InTRODuCTIOn
Schofields Road provides an east west link between Rouse Hill and Schofields, with a 
future link through to marsden park proposed. 

THE pROjECT
The current alignment is a 2 lane rural road that follows the natural undulations of the 
topography. The road is being progressively upgraded to accommodate new urban 
development along the corridor.

THE SITE
Stage 2 will see the road upgraded between Tallawong Road and the west of Railway 
Terrace. 

LAnDSCApE CHARACTER
The natural environment is characterised by vegetation from the Cumberland plain 
Woodland Community along the ridges and above the floodplain, as well as the Sydney 
Coastal River Flat Forest along riparian corridors. This contrasts with areas of open 
pasture land and intensive market gardens. 

Four landscape character zones are identified through which the road passes:

• Open Farmland
• Wooded Areas
• Riparian Corridors
•  urban Development

Based on the results of the Landscape Character Assessment, it is concluded that the 
project has a moderate impact on the current landscape character.

vISuAL ImpACT ASSESSmEnT
numerous private properties are located throughout the study area including several 
farms. 40 key receptors have been identified with the potential to be impacted  by the road 
development in some way. These impacts are rated in terms of magnitude and sensitivity 
and are grouped within bands related to their proximity to the road corridor. The visual 
Impact Assessment concludes that the road upgrade will have a moderate/high impact 
on many of the current receptors.

mITIGATIOn
mitigation measures applicable to the project include:

• reducing visual impacts by careful routing and siting of project elements
• alleviating impacts associated with detailed design features such as materials, 

finishes, reflectivity and planting. 

COnCLuSIOn
Although the impact on  current visual amenity and landscape character  is deemed to be 
relatively high, future residential development within the area will reduce the magnitude 
of these impacts in the long term.

ExECuTIvE SummARY
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puRpOSE OF THE REpORT
This report has been prepared to provide an assessment of the landscape character 
and visual impact (LCvIA) of the project as an input to the environmental assessment. 
The environmental assessment is being prepared in accordance with the requirements 
of part 3A of the nSW Environmental planning and Assessment Act 1979 (Ep&A Act).

This LCvIA report analyses and evaluates the impact of the project on the landscape 
character and visual amenity of the area that it passes through. 

This assessment is an independent report and is based on a professional analysis of the 
landscape and the project at the time of writing. The viewers (visual receptors) themselves 
have not been consulted about their perceptions; the analysis and conclusions are based 
solely on a professional assessment of the anticipated impacts. 

BACkGROunD
Schofields Road in north-West new South Wale is being progressively upgraded to 
accommodate new urban development. This LCvIA report is an assessment of Stage 2 
of a three stage upgrade of the road 

kEy REFEREnCE DOCumEnTS
Jackson Teece’s ‘Schofields Road Corridor urban Design and Landscape Strategy Report’ 
(July 2010) has been utilised for information regarding future development of the area, 
land use, vegetation types, topography and landscape character.

CLOuSTOn’s ‘urban Design Report’ (march 2012) includes a range of design approaches 
helping inform landscape and visual mitigation measures in this report. 

REpORT STRuCTuRE 
The report is structured in three parts:

•	 Landscape Character Assessment:
an analysis of the existing landscape that identifies landscape character zones 
according to their topography, drainage and urban form.  Includes an assessment 
of likely visual impacts based on sensitivity and magnitude criteria.

•	 visual Impact Assessment: 
identification and analysis of key viewpoints for the project.

•	 Conclusion & mitigation:
summary of the LCvIA impacts and the means by which the visual impacts identified 
can be precluded, reduced or offset.

InTRODuCTIOn
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InTRODuCTIOn

mETHODOLOGy
This report has adopted the Guidelines for Landscape Character and visual Impact 
Assessment as published by the Roads and maritime Service, RmS (RTA, 2009.)

Key components of the LCvIA methodology include:

• Site analysis 
• Identification of landscape character zones and key visual receptors
• Site visit
• Landscape character analysis
• Assessment of landscape character impacts
• Assessment of visual impacts
• Development of a mitigation strategy

TERmS uSED In THE REpORT
The following provides a brief explanation of the terms and abbreviations commonly used 
in LCvIA reports and which appear in this report:

view: The sight or prospect of some landscape or scene.

viewshed: The area that the project is visible to the human eye from a fixed vantage point.

visual Receptors: the public or community at large who would have views of the subject 
site either by virtue of where they live and/or work or from transport routes, paths, lookouts 
and the like.

visual Impact: The impacts on the views from residences and other public places.  

Sensitivity: The sensitivity of a landscape character zone or view and its capacity to 
absorb change. Combined with magnitude provides a measurement of impact. 

magnitude: The scale, form and character of a development proposal. In the case of visual 
assessment, also how far the proposal is from the receptor. Combined with sensitivity 
provides a measurement of impact. 

Duration: The length of time the visual receptor is exposed to the view.  

magnitude of change: magnitude of change is a quantitative assessment of the change 
in compositional elements of the view. 

Quantum of view: The openness of the view and the angle of the view to the visual 
receptor.

visual Impact Rating: visual impact rating is determined by cross referencing sensitivity 
with magnitude.

Landscape Character: A distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements, be 
it natural (soil, landform) and/or human (for example settlement and development) in the 
landscape that makes one landscape different from another.
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The methodology for the LCvIA is based on the Roads and maritime Service, RmS (RTA, 
2009) ‘Environmental Impact Assessment Guidance note - Guidelines for landscape 
character and visual impact assessment’. Key components of the project methodology 
include:

•	 Site	analysis	and	identification	of	landscape	character	zones	-		Based on 
desk top and field analysis, the natural setting is identified and described as well 
as the human intervention and shaping of that setting, including settlements and 
the interaction between place and community.

•	 Assessment of landscape character impacts - The impact of the development 
and associated infrastructure on each zone is identified and assessed.  Impacts 
are based on the sensitivity of the landscape character zone to change and the 
magnitude of the development within that landscape.

•	 Assessment of the visibility of the project - Based on desk top and site analysis, 
the extent of the development that is visible is defined. 

•	 Identification	of	 key	 viewpoints	 -	Based on desktop and field analysis, a 
schedule of key viewpoints within reasonable distance from the road corridor is 
developed. The final list of 40 receptors does not represent the entire number 
of properties likely to be visually impacted by the proposal, but rather gives an 
indication of the typical range of views that properties along the corridor will have. 
The receptors range from direct frontage onto the road, to receptors at over 350 
metres distance from the proposed development.    

•	 Assessment of visual impacts - The impact of the development on each 
viewpoint is assessed. Impacts are based on a composite of the sensitivity of the 
view and magnitude of the development in that view.

•	 Development of mitigation strategy - principles and strategies are developed 
to mitigate landscape character and visual impacts in the ongoing development 
of the design.

mETHODOLOGY 
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THE pROjECT
Schofields Road is being progressively upgraded to accommodate new urban development 
between Windsor Road (eastern end) and Richmond Road (western end). This LCvIA 
report is an assessment of Stage 2 of a three stage upgrade of the road - refer to Figure 
01. The current alignment is a two lane rural road, with the proposed upgrade to include:

• 4 through travel lanes and turn bays at intersections with potential to accommodate
 widening to six travel lanes. 4 lanes for the short term to accommodate local and  
 through traffic and bus transport. 
• Central median of 15.0m with landscape designed to consider clear zones of  
 future expansion.
• verges between Transit Boulevard and Service Road to be a minimum of 5.9m.
• minimum standard lane width of 3.3m.
• possibility of future service roads being connected directly with Schofields Road.
•  parking for buses at stops would be provided via nonindented bus bays in kerb  

 side lane.
• 2.5m wide shared pathway on both sides of the road. 
• possible use of retaining walls along the cuts in the road.

Stage 2 of the development involves the upgrading of the current Schofields Road between 
Tallawong Road and Railway Terrace, as well as an extension of the road corridor to 
veron Road.

The Jackson Teece ‘Schofields Road Corridor urban Design and Landscape Strategy 
report’ (July 2010) provides detailed information on the context of the site and future 
development proposals for the wider area. The key information is summarised below. 

SITE COnTExT
Current	and	Future	Development	along	the	Schofields	Road	Corridor
The adjoining landuse is undergoing a transformation from agriculture and farming to 
new urban development consisting of predominantly residential dwellings. A new town 
centre is proposed at Schofields and will be developed around the newly constructed 
train station which lies to the south of the western end of the alignment for the Stage 2 
upgrade works (see Figure 01). The long term proposal is to provide frontage roads to 
service the new release areas therefore minimising direct access to Schofields Road. 
The short term scenario will continue to see direct access particularly on the northern 
side which is yet to be developed further than a precinct plan.

THE pROJECT
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THE pROJECT 

RICHmOnD ROAD

wInDSOR ROAD

SCHOFIELDS ROAD

RAILwAy TERRACE

TALLAwOnG ROAD 

STAGE 2

STAGE 1

SCHOFIELDS ROAD ExTEnSIOn

vEROn ROAD

GRAnGE AvEnuE

STAGE 3

new Schofield Rail Station

Figure 01 Location map showing road route and proposed stages of development 
0                     1km                  2km 
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The ponds
The ponds is a newly planned suburb with Schofields Road forming its northern boundary.
The suburb is primarily a residential area, with a mix of supporting retail, community and
educational uses. Residential development would be low to medium density. Along the 
Schofields Road boundary single dwelling houses are currently under construction. Existing 
trees along the corridor filter views to these developments. 

Alex Avenue
This precinct is located adjacent to the ponds and is bounded by Schofields Road to the 
north. The precinct is structured around three neighbourhood catchments, each with open 
space and community facilities as its focus. Housing would be accommodated in a mix 
of densities. Higher density development would occur in the west of the precinct as part 
of the proposed town centre by the re-located Schofields station. Hambledon Road and 
Alex Avenue would form key intersections along Schofields Road, linking Riverstone to 
the north and Quakers Hill to the south.

LAnDuSE
Existing land uses along the corridor alignment are predominantly semi-rural, consisting 
mostly of grazing areas and rural residential subdivisions (see Figure 02). There are no 
major retail land uses along the project corridor. Rouse Hill Town Centre, a major retail 
centre for the wider area, is located on Windsor Road near the intersection with Schofields 
Road. much of the existing rural land uses would see significant changes in the future as 
the area develops. The ponds development represents the beginning of this development 
trend (see Figure 03).

TOpOGRApHy AnD vIEwS
The project site is located within the Sydney Basin in the region known as the Cumberland 
plains. The plains are defined by undulating topography and broad floodplains. The 
topography of the proposed corridor reflects this character falling from a high of 
approximately 79m ASL near Windsor Road, in the east, to a low of 15m ASL at Eastern 
Creek, in the west. Ridgelines define the catchment of the creeks which cross the 
alignment. The distance between ridgelines is at approximately 1.5km intervals with both 
the creeklines and ridges running in a north south direction, perpendicular to the road 
alignment. This results in an alignment to the road which is gently undulating ranging in 
grade from slopes of 4% typical east of Railway Terrace to <2% west of Railway Terrace. 
The location of a number of the cross roads, including Tallawong Road, Railway Terrace 
and Boundary Road are all located along these ridges, offering potential for views to the 
east and west of their alignment.

THE pROJECT
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THE pROJECT 

vEGETATIOn
vegetation within the corridor is largely that of a cultural landscape, with much of the 
area having been subject to clearing for agricultural purposes. Despite this a number of 
vegetation communities have been identified within or adjacent to the corridor. These 
include within the corridor:

Cumberland plain Woodland
- Shale plains woodland
- Shale Hills woodland

Sydney Coastal River flat forest
- Alluvial Woodland

Just beyond the corridor:

Sydney Gravel Transition forest – west of Richmond Road

Shale/ Sandstone Transition Forest – scattered outcrops to the north and north east near 
Rouse Road.

Typical vegetation along the road corridor
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THE pROJECT

Figure 02 Land use plan of the North West Growth Centre area - source Jackson Teece ‘Schofields Road Corridor urban Design and 
Landscape Strategy report’ (July 2010) 
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THE pROJECT 

Legend

Figure 03 Future precinct plan along Stage 2 of road corridor (not to scale)

Schofields Road
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The existing landscape environment is one of rolling hills and broad flat valleys which extend 
beyond the alignment of the existing road. Trees define the views along sections of the 
corridor. The trees that remain within the corridor have grown as remnants protected from 
development and stand as reminders of the community which once covered the broader area.

Schofields Road itself is currently classified a regional road. The typical cross section of 
these roads transition from the hard gravel shoulder of the carriageway formation to a 
vegetated verge of grasses and /or remnant trees; and then to the adjoining property beyond 
the corridor boundary. This variation between open grassland views and closed vegetated 
corridor contribute to define the character of this typical rural road corridor. Beyond the road 
boundary informal and varied ornamental plantings of private properties along with a range 
of property entrances, provides a cultural element to this informal naturalistic landscape. 

These plantings include those of the market gardens that adjoin the corridor and provide a 
landscape that varies with season and crop. In less intensive agricultural zones, grassland 
leads to the horizon and provides an open and spacious feel to the existing landscape.

The pattern of development provides an open landscape in which panoramic views exist 
from high points and rolling hills extend to or create the horizon. This character is gradually 
being eroded as the housing and industrial requirements for Sydney push westward. It 
is this expansion of housing which is driving a review of the corridor. This development 
will see substantial changes in the look and feel of the area.

 

LAnDSCApE CHARACTER AnALYSIS

Typical view along stage 2 of the Schofields road corridor
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LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ZOnES 

Landscape Character Zones
The landscape qualities of the site and surrounding area are further explained in the 
Landscape Character Zones section of this report, establishing a basis for determining any 
landscape impacts as a result of the project. The severity of these impacts are calculated 
using Table 01 - based on a combination of magnitude and sensitivity.

Landscape character zones are defined as having similar physical qualities. The four 
landscape character zones identified are shown in Figure 04.

Landscape Character Assessment
The overall impact rating of the project on any given landscape character zone is based 
on themes of magnitude and sensitivity. 

Sensitivity - the degree to which a particular landscape type can accommodate change 
arising from a development, without detrimental effects on its character. This includes 
factors such as:
• existing land use
• the pattern and scale of the landscape
• visual enclosure, openness of views and distribution of visual receptors
• the value placed on the landscape. 

magnitude - the magnitude of the effects of the development within the landscape. 
Consideration is given to existing built form in the landscape and how closely the 
development matches this in bulk, scale and form. magnitude is a study of the scale or 
degree of change to the landscape resource, the nature of the effect and its duration 
including whether it is permanent or temporary.

The overall visual Impact Rating for each identified receptor is determined by cross 
referencing sensitivity with magnitude, using T01. 

mAGnITuDE

SE
nS

IT
Iv

IT
y

High High/ moderate moderate moderate/ Low Low negligible

High High High Moderate-High Moderate-High Moderate Negligible

High/ 
moderate High Moderate-High Moderate-High Moderate Moderate Negligible

moderate Moderate-High Moderate-High Moderate Moderate Moderate-Low Negligible

moderate/ 
Low Moderate-High Moderate Moderate Moderate-Low Moderate-Low Negligible

Low Moderate Moderate Moderate-Low Moderate-Low Low Negligible

negligible
Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible

Table 01: Landscape Character Impact Rating as a combination of Sensitivity and Magnitude.
              Source: RTA (2009) Guideline for Landscape Character + Visual Assessment
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LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ZOnES

Open Farmland

Woodland

Riparian corridors

Figure 04 Landscape Character Zones - Stage 2 Schofileds road corridor 

Legend

urban Development

Road Corridor

Ridge line

High point

SCHOFIELDS ROAD

RAILwAy TERRACE

TALLAwOnG ROAD 

vEROn ROAD

0                            500m
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LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ZOnE 1 - OpEn FARmLAnD

This zone is characterised by cleared open agricultural fields, pasture land and market 
gardens. views can be expansive from higher points, including views towards the Blue 
mountains. Trees found within the this character zone are either individual or in small 
groups. Small farms and residential properties are dotted through the area.

LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ZOnES

Landscape Character Elements
Element Description
Topography mostly cleared undulating landform above river corridors
Hydrology natural gullies draining into riparian areas as well as farm dams
Geology no obvious/exposed geological features
Ecology/vegetation Sparse/dotted tree cover - disconnected
Land use Rural - cleared for grazing and agriculture
Built form Farm dwellings and low density of residential properties
Spatial primarily open in character with interrupted views
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Landscape Character Elements
Element Description
Topography Gently undulating with some steeper slopes 
Hydrology Crossed by several creeks
Geology no obvious/exposed geological features
Ecology/vegetation primary native woodland with no understory. Cleared in some 

places for agriculture
Land use Recreation (hiking) and agriculture (grazing)
Built form Low density of farm dwellings and residential properties
Spatial primarily enclosed in character with few distant views

LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ZOnE 2 - wOODLAnD

This character zone is characterised by patches of remnant vegetation, including 
Cumberland plain Woodland species. In some areas the canopy cover is quite dense 
although this is limited to small areas. The vegetation filters and screens distant views 
and creates a sense of enclosure along the road corridor. 

LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ZOnES
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Landscape Character Elements
Element Description
Topography undulating landform
Hydrology natural gullies draining into riparian areas as well as farm dams
Geology no obvious/exposed geological features
Ecology/vegetation Denser vegetation cover
Land use Rural - cleared for grazing and agriculture
Built form Farm dwellings and low density of residential properties
Spatial primarily enclosed in character with few distant views

LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ZOnE 3 - RIpARIAn CORRIDORS 

There are four minor creeks that cross the Stage 2 road corridor. The riparian vegetation 
associated with the creek lines within this zone is denser and more dominant an element 
within the landscape. This provides a defined edge to the corridor and restricts views, 
creating an enclosed environment and revealing the qualities of the vegetation. 

LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ZOnES
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Landscape Character Elements
Element Description
Topography mostly cleared undulating landform above river corridors
Hydrology natural gullies draining into riparian areas
Geology no obvious geological features
Ecology/vegetation Sparse/dotted tree cover - disconnected
Land use Semi-urban. Residential developments and some major 

infrastructure
Built form Higher density of residential properties
Spatial primarily open in character

At the eastern end of the corridor, between Tallawong Road and Windsor Road, the land-
use is already changing and the residential character is beginning to be established. This 
character is to be rolled out along the corridor but at this date, this is the only area that 
the corridor experiences this character.

LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ZOnE 4 - uRBAn DEvELOpmEnT

LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ZOnES

The Ponds development
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LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ZOnE 1 - OpEn FARmLAnD
This character zone makes up the majority of the landscape that the Stage 2 road corridor 
traverses. 

Description of Sensitivity
The undulating nature of the topography has resulted in low ridgelines which limit sight 
lines. The reduced density of vegetation will also limit the requirement for vegetation 
removal during construction of the road corridor, however, lack of natural vegetation 
limits the potential screening of project elements. Build form in the landscape is limited 
to individual farms, quiet roads and other residential  properties. Overall this landscape 
is described as having a moderate/low sensitivity rating.

Description of magnitude
The upgraded road is larger in terms of scale and bulk to typical built elements in this 
landscape zone. Due to the nature of the project type, it is determined as having a 
moderate magnitude in this landscape zone.

Landscape Character Impact Rating
From Table 01, the combination of the above sensitivity rating and magnitude ratings 
results in a moderate landscape character impact.

LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ZOnE 2 - wOODLAnD
The road corridor passes thorough several sections of this character zone. 

Description of Sensitivity
The wooded nature of this landscape gives an enclosed quality to the area. This will 
permit natural screening of some of the project elements, although there will also be a 
requirement for permanent removal of vegetation to allow road widening. The rural nature 
of the zone offers opportunity for compensatory planting if required. This landscape is 
given a moderate/high sensitivity rating.

Description of magnitude
Clearing for road widening will have a lasting impact on the landscape quality of this area 
giving it a moderate/high magnitude rating.

Landscape Character Impact Rating
From Table 01, the combination of the above sensitivity rating and magnitude ratings 
results in a moderate/high landscape character impact. 

LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ImpACTS
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LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ZOnE 3 - RIpARIAn CORRIDORS
There are four creeks that cross Stage 2 of the road corridor.

Description of Sensitivity
These areas contain a dense and diverse range of vegetation due to increased water 
availability, providing important wildlife habitat. Riparian corridors contribute to the 
character of the landscape,  providing enclosure at certain points along the road corridor 
and screening views. The creek crossings provide reference points along the road, 
adding interest and improving the visual amenity for road users. Overall this landscape 
is described as having high sensitivity rating.

Description of magnitude
The widening of the road corridor will have a noticeable but limited effect on the riparian 
corridors. vegetation removal will be required in proximity to the road although a major 
affect on these areas is not expected. Due to the nature of the project type, it is determined 
as having a moderate magnitude in this landscape zone.

Landscape Character Impact Rating
From Table 01, the combination of the above sensitivity rating and magnitude ratings 
results in a moderate/high landscape character impact.

LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ZOnE 4 - uRBAn DEvELOpmEnT
Although Stage 2 of the Schofields Road development does not cross directly through 
this zone, this landscape character is typical of the future development planned for the 
entire route that includes the nearby ponds development.  

Description of Sensitivity
The landscape is relatively well developed with a denser urban form, leading to a higher 
ability to absorb change. This zone is determined as having a low sensitivity rating.

Description of magnitude
There is limited impact in this area, with no vegetation removal required. Construction 
activities will be visible from some receptors within this landscape character zone but 
overall the project is determined as having a low magnitude rating in this area.

Landscape Character Impact Rating:
From Table 01, the combination of the above sensitivity rating and magnitude ratings 
results in a low landscape character impact.

LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ImpACTS



CLOuSTOn ASSOCIATES • LAnDSCApE ARCHITECTS  •uRBAn DESIGnERS • LAnDSCApE pLAnnERS ApRIL 2012 25

SummARy OF LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ImpACTS
The landscape character of the project route is typical of the region with gently undulating 
open farmland broken by patches of woodland and riparian corridors, giving this part of  
nSW an identity tied to its rural history. The impact of the project on landscape character 
varies over the four character zones, depending on the landscape’s sensitivity and the 
magnitude of the project within the landscape - see table 02.

Overall the project can be said to have a moderate impact rating on landscape character. 
The majority of the landscape that the road corridor passes through is open farmland which 
has a moderate/low sensitivity rating to change. Other road infrastructure exists in this 
landscape, reducing the proposed road’s magnitude within the area. The woodland and 
riparian zones have a higher sensitivity to change, although they cover a smaller area. 
mitigation measures will include compensatory planting with endemic species to reduce 
the impacts on these areas. Any mitigation is to be considered in line with ecological and 
conservation requirements. 

In the mid to long term future, the landscape character of the area is likely to change to 
one of urban development. The upgraded road corridor will match the character, scale 
and bulk of this character type and will therefor have a reduced impact on the surrounding 
area. ultimately, the impact rating of the Schofields Road Stage 2  development on the 
future landscape character of the area is likely to be low. 

Open 
Farmland

Woodland Riparian 
Corridors

urban 
Development

magnitude moderate moderate/
High

moderate/
High

Low

Sensitivity moderate/
Low

moderate/
High

High Low

Overall Rating moderate moderate/
High

moderate/
High

Low

Table 02 Landscape Character Impact Rating Table Summery

LAnDSCApE CHARACTER ImpACTS
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Several different visual catchments exist across the entire Schofields road 
development. These are determined by a series of topographic ridge lines that 
divide the landscape and dictate the direction and extent of views.  These view 
catchments, covering all stages of the development, are indicated in Figure 5A. 

Stage 2, located between Tallawong and vernon Road, falls within view catchment 4 and 
5a.   Here the view catchment is determined by topographic and vegetative features.  The 
creek valleys contain views to within the valley and along them to the north and south. 
The ridge lines offer the potential for more panoramic views, as they are associated 
with the highest points within the site, enabling sight lines to the east and the west.

The views both into and out of the corridor are filtered by the presence of vegetation 
both within and outside the road corridor. The undulation of the landform emphasises the 
screening that the vegetation cover provides, limiting the extent to which the viewer can see. 
Residential buildings are often associated with the existing alignment and over  look the road. 
Figure 5B indicates the approximate viewshed of the Stage 2 road corridor.  

ExISTInG vISuAL EnvIROnmEnT

Typical housing character along the Stage 2 road corridor
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Figure 5A Visual Catchment Zones for the Schofields road development (Jackson Teece Report)
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vISuAL CATCHmEnT AnALYSIS

Figure 5B Approximate extent of the viewshed for Stage 2 Schofields Road development

viewshed

viewpoint/Receptor1

Legend

1 

Ridge line

High point

RAILwAy TERRACE

TALLAwOnG ROAD 

vEROn ROAD

0                            500m
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preliminary visualisation
prior to preparing the detailed visual receptor analysis, a desktop study was conducted 
using aerial mapping to identify typical key receptors that may be visually impacted by the 
project. A subsequent site inspection along the proposed road route established a final 
list of 40  key receptor sites with the potential to be visually impacted by some element 
of the project. The viewpoints are grouped by their proximity to the road corridor, utilising 
5 different distance bands.  

The final list does not represent the entire number of properties likely to be visually 
impacted by the proposal, but rather gives an indication of the typical range of views that 
properties along the corridor will have. The receptors range from direct frontage onto the 
road, to receptors at over 350 metres distance from the proposed development.    

key viewpoint Analysis
Figure 07 indicates the location of the receptor sites studied in more detail in this report. 
In all cases, access to private property was not possible so the photographic survey was 
conducted from the base of the property’s driveway or other location that could give an 
indication of the potential impacts of the project on the main dwelling. properties that 
were gauged to have no views of the road corridor from the main dwelling have been 
excluded form this report.

To determine the accuracy of the viewpoint Analysis a digital camera (Sony Cyber-shot 
DSC-Hx9v) with in-built GpS and compass was used and then transferred onto a digital 
map to determine an accurate distance from the project site. Each viewpoint has been 
rated with factors relating to themes of sensitivity and magnitude to achieve an overall 
rating. This rating system is described in more detail in Figure 06 and Table 03.

vISuAL ImpACT ASSESSmEnT

vIEwpOInT 1 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
photo taken from driveway of property. new road alignment may impact property boundary.

Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vIEwpOInT 1 - pRIvATE pROpERTy viewpoint number and type
Location map

view direction indicator

Schofields Road Corridor Stage 2

Description of view

Figure 06 Visual Impact Assessment rating system

Overall impact score

photograph of view
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vISuAL ImpACT ASSESSmEnT

SEnSITIvITY Rating Description

Receptor sensitivity Each visual receptor type has an inherent and varied sensitivity to change 
in the visual scene based on their personal context in which the view is 
being experienced. This will have a direct bearing on the perception of 
visual impact experienced by the receptor.

H private Residence/Business: view from dwelling or garden may be 
experienced regularly over extended periods of time; residents may 
have chosen the location specifically for the view and/or develop a 
strong familiarity and association with the view and have high sensitivity 
to change. 

m/H public Reserve parks, Reserves, public walkways: the purpose of 
visiting and using reserves largely relates to an enhanced sense of 
wellbeing.  Receptor is more sensitive to both positive and negative 
visual experiences, especially where the reserve is the destination for 
leisure and relaxation.

m public Roads: the view experienced can be important to the driver/
passenger but is sometimes a brief experience and the driver is usually 
focused on the road.

L public Roads – infrequently accessed

Importance of view The visual accessibility and frequency that the view is observed

H Frequent viewing from a key area of a private property

m moderate frequency of viewing from a private property or public park.

L Infrequent and inaccessible view.

Table 03 - The Visual Impact Rating System

mAGnITuDE Rating Description

Distance The effect the development has on the view in relation to the distance 
between the development and the visual receptor. The distances are 
measured in Google Earth from the mid point of the road to the centre 
of the receptor.

H < 50m

m 50 - 100m

L > 100m

Duration The length of time the visual receptor is exposed to the view. The duration 
of view affects the impact of the development on the viewer – the longer 
the exposure the more detailed the impression of the proposed changes 
in terms of visual impact.

H Significant part of the day – high impact (key area of a residential 
property)

m 5 minutes – several hours. moderate impact, usually from a road/
driveway/entrance or fringe area of a property.

L 5 to 30 seconds – low impact from a road or walking past

magnitude of Change magnitude of change is a quantitative assessment of the change in 
compositional elements of the view. If the proposed development is 
largely similar in nature and scale to that of existing elements in the 
vicinity, the magnitude of change is low. If the development radically 
changes the nature or composition of elements in the view, the magnitude 
of change is high. Distance from the development will accentuate or 
moderate the scale and variety of visible elements in the overall view 
and hence influence this rating. 

H Elements within the view will be greatly at odds with existing features 
in the landscape.

m Elements within the view will be at odds with existing features in the 
landscape.

L Elements and composition of the view will remain largely unaltered.
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vISuAL ImpACT ASSESSmEnT

mAGnITuDE Rating Description

Quantum of view The Quantum of view relates to the openness of the view and the angle 
to the visual receptor. A development located in the direct line of sight 
has a higher impact than if it were located obliquely at the edge of the 
view. Whether the view of the development is filtered by vegetation also 
affects the impact, as does the nature of the view (panoramic, restricted 
etc.). A small element within a panoramic view has less impact than 
the same element within a restricted or narrow view. The effects can 
be categorised as;

H A direct view of the development or its presence (sometimes in a very 
narrow or highly framed view).

m A direct or slightly oblique view of the development or its presence in a 
broader view where the development occupies a moderate proportion 
of the view cone. Some screening may be present.

L An oblique or highly filtered view of the development

Summary of Ratings A summary rating that combines all of the ratings, based on a transparent 
professional assessment of the combined totals of qualitative and 
quantitative ratings and comments as outlined above:

H Highly adverse.

m/H moderately to Highly adverse

m moderately adverse

m/L Slightly adverse

L very limited impact



CLOuSTOn ASSOCIATES • LAnDSCApE ARCHITECTS  • uRBAn DESIGnERS  • LAnDSCApE pLAnnERSApRIL 201232

vISuAL ImpACT ASSESSmEnT

Figure 07 Location of key viewpoints
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vISuAL ImpACTS

vIEwpOInT 8 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
new road alignment may severely impact property boundary. photo taken from driveway 
of property. 

Distance from road 20m
Overall Impact Rating High

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

vIEwpOInTS wITHIn 0 - 30 mETERS OF ROAD CORRIDOR

Sensitivity High
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 26 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
Some vegetation removal will be visible from this property. photo taken from driveway of 
property. new road alignment may impact property boundary.

vISuAL ImpACTS

Distance from road 28m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity High
magnitude moderate
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vISuAL ImpACTS

vIEwpOInT 35 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road and proposed junction from private property in close 
proximity to the road corridor. photo taken from driveway of property.

Distance from road 24m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vISuAL ImpACTS

vIEwpOInT 38 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
views towards Schofields Road, rock cutting and proposed road bridge (A) from private 
property in close proximity to the road corridor. photo taken from driveway of property.

A

B

A B

Schofields Road

Schofields Road

Distance from road 22m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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 vIEwpOInT 40 - puBLIC ROAD

Description
view towards Schofields Road and new junction from public road  in close proximity to 
the road corridor. 

Schofields Road

Distance from road 20m
Overall Impact Rating moderate

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude moderate
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vIEwpOInT 1 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
photo taken from driveway of property. new road alignment may impact property boundary. 

Distance from road 45m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vIEwpOInTS wITHIn 30 - 60 mETERS OF ROAD CORRIDOR

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 3 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
photo taken from driveway of property. new road alignment may impact property boundary.

Distance from road 33m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 4 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
photo taken from driveway of property. new road alignment may impact property boundary.

Distance from road 32m
Overall Impact Rating High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity High
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 5 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
photo taken from driveway of property. new road alignment may impact property boundary.

Distance from road 48m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 6 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
Some vegetation within the property boundary will partially screen views of the road. photo 
taken from driveway of property. new road alignment may impact property boundary.

Distance from road 32m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 7 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
Some vegetation within the property boundary will partially screen views of the road. photo 
taken from driveway of property. 

Distance from road 53m
Overall Impact Rating moderate

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude moderate
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vIEwpOInT 10 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
photo taken from driveway of property. new road alignment may impact property boundary.

Distance from road 47m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 11 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
new road alignment may severely impact property boundary.  photo taken from driveway 
of property. 

Distance from road 35m
Overall Impact Rating High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity High
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 13 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor.  
photo taken from driveway of property. new road alignment may impact property boundary.

Distance from road 35m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 15 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor.  
photo taken from driveway of property. new road alignment may impact property boundary.

Distance from road 36m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 16 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
Some vegetation within the property boundary will partially screen views of the road. photo 
taken from driveway of property.

Distance from road 46m
Overall Impact Rating moderate

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude moderate
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vIEwpOInT 17 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road 
corridor. Some vegetation within the property boundary will partially screen views of the 
road. photo taken from driveway of property. new road alignment may severely impact 
property boundary.

Distance from road 37m
Overall Impact Rating High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity High
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 18 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor.  
photo taken from driveway of property. new road alignment may impact property boundary.

Distance from road 38m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 19 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
photo taken from driveway of property. new road alignment may impact property boundary.

Distance from road 39m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 20 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor.  
photo taken from driveway of property. new road alignment may impact property boundary.

Distance from road 37m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 23 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
Some vegetation within the property boundary will partially screen views of the road, 
although this is at risk from removal. photo taken from driveway of property. new road 
alignment may impact property boundary.

Distance from road 33m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 24 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
photo taken from driveway of property. new road alignment may impact property boundary.

Distance from road 32m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 25 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
photo taken from driveway of property. new road alignment may severely impact property 
boundary..

Distance from road 52m
Overall Impact Rating High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity High
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 27 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
Significant vegetation removal is likely to occur in this area. photo taken from driveway 
of property. new road alignment may severely impact property boundary.

Distance from road 46m
Overall Impact Rating High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity High
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 28 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
Some vegetation removal will be visible from this property. photo taken from driveway of 
property. new road alignment may impact property boundary.

Distance from road 36m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 29 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
Some vegetation within the property boundary will partially screen views of the road. photo 
taken from driveway of property. new road alignment may impact property boundary.

Distance from road 37m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 30 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
Some vegetation within the property boundary will partially screen views of the road. photo 
taken from driveway of property. new road alignment may impact property boundary.

Distance from road 49m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 31 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
vegetation within the property boundary will partially screen views of the road. photo 
taken from driveway of property. 

Distance from road 31m
Overall Impact Rating moderate

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude moderate
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vIEwpOInT 33 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor.  
photo taken from driveway of property.

Distance from road 31m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 34 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
vegetation within the property boundary will partially screen views of the road. photo 
taken from driveway of property.

Distance from road 32m
Overall Impact Rating moderate

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude moderate
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vIEwpOInTS wITHIn 60 - 100 mETERS OF ROAD CORRIDOR

vIEwpOInT 14 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road 
corridor. Building to front of property will partially screen views of the road. photo taken 
from driveway of property. 

Distance from road 75m
Overall Impact Rating moderate

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude moderate
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vIEwpOInT 36 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
Oblique view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road 
corridor. photo taken from driveway of property. new side road alignment may severely 
impact property boundary.

Schofields Road

Distance from road 74m
Overall Impact Rating High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity High
magnitude High
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 vIEwpOInT 39 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road and proposed bridge from private property. photo taken 
from driveway of property.

Scohfields Road

Distance from road 91m
Overall Impact Rating moderate

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude modertae
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vIEwpOInT 9 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property .vegetation within the property 
boundary will partially screen views of the road. photo taken from driveway of property.

Schofields Road

Distance from road 105m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/Low

vIEwpOInTS wITHIn 100 - 200 mETERS OF ROAD CORRIDOR

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude Low
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vIEwpOInT 12 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property. property is surrounded by dense 
tree planting, effectively screening views of the road. photo taken from base of driveway 
of property. new road alignment may impact property boundary.

Distance from road 101m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/Low

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude Low
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 vIEwpOInT 32 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property in close proximity to the road corridor. 
Dense vegetation within the property boundary is likely to be removed. photo taken from 
driveway of property.

Schofields Road

Distance from road 151m
Overall Impact Rating moderate/High

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude High
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vIEwpOInT 2 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road from private property. Receptor is at some distance from 
the road corridor and the view is screened by tree and shrub planting. photo taken from 
driveway of property.

Schofields Road

Distance from road 287m
Overall Impact Rating Low

vIEwpOInTS OvER 200 mETERS FROm ROAD CORRIDOR

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity Low
magnitude Low
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vIEwpOInT 21 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road and proposed junction from private property. vegetation and 
topography helps limit views of the road corridor. photo taken from driveway of property.

Schofields Road

Distance from road 307m
Overall Impact Rating moderate

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity moderate
magnitude moderate
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vIEwpOInT 22 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
view towards Schofields Road and proposed junction from private property in close 
proximity to the road corridor. Tree planting partially screen views of the road. photo 
taken from driveway of property.

Schofields Road

Distance from road 361m
Overall Impact Rating Low

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity Low
magnitude Low
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vIEwpOInT 37 - pRIvATE pROpERTy

Description
Oblique view towards Schofields Road from private property. vegetation within the property 
boundary will partially screen views of the road. photo taken from driveway of property.

Schofields Road

Distance from road 218m
Overall Impact Rating Low

vISuAL ImpACTS

Given anticipated changes to the area that will result from development of the NW growth centre over the coming 
decades, the severity of the assessed impacts are expected to reduce significantly over time.

Sensitivity Low
magnitude Low
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SummARy OF ImpACTS On vIEwpOInTS 1 - 38
vIEWpOInT vISuAL ImpACT

1 moderate/High

2 Low
3 moderate/High
4 High
5 moderate/High
6 moderate/High
7 moderate
8 High
9 moderate/Low

10 moderate/High
11 High
12 moderate/Low
13 moderate/High

14 moderate
15 moderate/High
16 moderate
17 High
18 moderate/High
19 moderate/High
20 moderate/High
21 moderate
22 Low
23 moderate/High
24 moderate/High
25 High
26 moderate/High
27 High
28 moderate/High
29 moderate/High
30 moderate/High
31 moderate
32 moderate/High
33 moderate/High
34 moderate
35 moderate/High
36 High
37 Low
38 moderate/High
39 moderate
40 moderate

Table 02 Landscape Visual Impact Rating Summery Table

Low
moderate/Low

moderate
moderate/High

High

3

2

8

20

7

Total

vISuAL ImpACT SummARY
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Table 2 summarises the overall visual impact of the Schofields Road Stage 2 development 
on the 40 receptors studied. The impacts range from high to low, with the majority of 
impacts falling within the moderate/high category. 

20 properties have received an impact rating of moderate/high. This is due to their proximity 
to the proposed road corridor, direct views of the development and lack of screening 
vegetation. In some cases the new road alignment crosses the property boundary and 
will impact land directly in front of the property. Although the current Schofields road 
passes next to these receptors, it is of a moderate/low visual impact due its narrow 
width and light traffic volumes. The proposed  upgrade will involve a major increase 
in road width, potential embankments and an associated increase in traffic volumes. 

7 receptors have received an impact rating of high due to their close proximity to the 
proposed road corridor. The new road alignment severely impacts these properties, either   
developing land up to the main dwelling or requiring the removal of the property itself. 
The requirement for vegetation removal within a property boundary to accommodate the 
new road alignment has also lead to a high impact rating for some receptors. The loss of 
vegetation will cause a more severe impact on visual amenity. Compensatory tree planting 
outside the road corridor will mitigate some of these effects.

8 receptors have received an impact rating of moderate. These are properties that are 
situated at a greater distance from the proposed road corridor and may have their view 
of the development partially screened by vegetation and/or buildings. 

5 receptors have received impact ratings of moderate/low or low. These are properties 
that are situated at a significant distance from the proposed road corridor and may have 
dense screening vegetation filtering views of the road. These receptors are unlikely to 
have their visual amenity negatively effected by the development. 

COnCLuSIOn
This assessment of visual impacts has been conducted on the current location and state 
of receptors within the study area. The medium to long term development plan for the 
area will see much of the land subdivided for large residential developments. many of the 
properties assessed within this report will be demolished and the rural character of the 
area will change significantly. The magnitude of change associated with the Schofields 
Road Stage 2 development is likely to reduce within this more urbanised context, reducing 
the associated visual impact on any new and remaining receptors. 

Overall, the development can be said to have a moderate/high visual impact on the 
current receptors. Schofields Road is presently a two-lane, lightly trafficked carriage 
and the increase in width, higher traffic volumes and bridges will have a marked effect 
on the visual amenity of receptors at a close proximity to the road corridor. Once the 
proposed residential developments surrounding the road have been constructed and 
mitigation measures put in place, the overall visual impact of the road is likely to reduce 
to a moderate/low range.   

vISuAL ImpACTS SumARY
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The most effective mitigation measures for potential impacts are those that avoid impacts in 
the first place. This could be through appropriate site selection, reactive design or reduction 
through site and built form design, rather than through responses such as screening. 

The CLOuSTOn urban Design Report has provided a range of design approaches that 
provide a substantial level of landscape and visual mitigation for the proposed works. 
The principal forms of mitigation typically employed in this respect are set out below. 

Avoidance 
The location for this project has been subject to significant regional analysis and 
accordingly a careful route selection has been made. 

• Integrate the road alignment to ‘best fit’ with the surrounding landscape

Reduction and Alleviation
The principal forms of reduction are associated with refinements and modifications that 
address siting, bulk and articulation of built form. Options to alleviate impacts are usually 
associated with detailed design features such as materials, finishes, reflectivity and 
planting character.

Road Corridor 
• use materials that are robust and complimentary to the urban environment, providing 

continuity along the corridor.
• Consider the contribution of front yards to the quality of the street-scapes and 

incorporate landscaping accordingly.
• Integrate physically and visually with recent and proposed upgrade works that 

adjoin the site. 
• Ensure middle and distant views are considered in all aspects of the design.
• Reinforce the rural landscape character by using native species, planting species 

that correspond to the surrounding landscape character. This could include riparian 
species within riparian corridors and species related to high points and low points 
at these zones.  

• Existing vegetation and tall remnant trees should be retained where possible.
• Built elements should reflect the heritage qualities of surrounding environments.
• Low planting of native species combined with appropriately spaced tall Eucalypts 

species (from Cumberland plain woodland community) to be used in verges to 
retain views.

• planting adjacent to remnant bushland should be random mix of indigenous species 
to enhance the physical and visual connectivity.

• median trees to be formalised single row of locally occurring species to provide 
continuity and connectivity

mITIGATIOn RECOmmEnDATIOnS
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Site Compounds 
• Siting and orientation of the structures and associated construction phase items 

such as stockpiles to minimise visual impact.
• Avoid areas of dense vegetation that may require clearing
• Earth mounding might help set site compounds into landscape and reduce some 

visual impact.

mITIGATIOn RECOmmEnDATIOnS


