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8 Conclusion 
This chapter provides the justification for the proposal taking into account its biophysical, 
social and economic impacts, the suitability of the site and whether or not the proposal is in 
the public interest.  The proposal is also considered in the context of the objectives of the 
EP&A Act, including the principles of ecologically sustainable development as defined in 
Schedule 2 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000.   

8.1 Justification 

The proposal is considered to be consistent with a number of strategies and plans, including:  

• National Road Safety Strategy 2011-2020  

• NSW 2021  

• Metropolitan Plan for Sydney 2036  

• State Infrastructure Strategy  

• NSW Bike Plan  

• RTA Blueprint 2008-2012  

• Draft North West Subregional Strategy  

• The Growth Centres SEPP, Precinct Plans and the North West Growth Centre DCP.  

The proposal would assist in upgrading Schofields Road which would lead to an 
improvement in transport infrastructure in the NWGC by ultimately providing a key east-west 
link between the Rouse Hill Town Centre and the Marsden Park employment hub.  

Schofields Road passes through several precincts that are to be developed within the 
NWGC including the Schofields, Schofields West, Marsden Park and Marsden Park 
Industrial precincts which have already been rezoned.  

The road would be the primary access for residents and visitors of the proposed Schofields 
Town Centre and for those accessing the proposed North West Rail Link and new Schofields 
Railway Station, which has been constructed as part of the Richmond Railway Line 
duplication. As such, the proposal is an integral piece of infrastructure, along with other road 
upgrades, for the social and economic success of this future growth area and meets the 
objectives of a number of NSW state plans and strategies.  

While there would be some environmental impacts as a consequence of the proposal, they 
have been avoided or minimised wherever possible through design and site-specific 
safeguards summarised in Section 7.   

The beneficial effects of the proposal are considered to outweigh the mostly temporary 
adverse impacts and risks associated with the proposal.   
 
 
 
 
 

8.2 Objects of the EP&A Act 

Object Comment 
5(a)(i) To encourage the proper 
management, development and 

The proposal would be undertaken with 
a growth centre which is earmarked for 
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Object Comment 
conservation of natural and artificial 
resources, including agricultural land, 
natural areas, forests, minerals, water, 
cities, towns and villages for the purpose 
of promoting the social and economic 
welfare of the community and a better 
environment. 

residential redevelopment. The proposal 
is required due to the future growth of 
the area and the substantial increase in 
traffic volumes that are expected. A 
number of mitigation measures have 
been included which would minimise the 
impacts of the proposal on the 
environment. 

5(a)(ii) To encourage the promotion and 
co-ordination of the orderly economic use 
and development of land. 

The proposal is within the NWGC which 
is earmarked for development. The 
proposal has been identified as part of 
the Growth Centres Structure Plan as a 
key road corridor catering for project 
traffic growth in the area. It would also 
provide a link between employment 
hubs and town centres. 

5(a)(iii) To encourage the protection, 
provision and co-ordination of 
communication and utility services. 

Utilities would generally be located 
within the shared user path. This has 
been discussed in Section 3.6. 

5(a)(iv) To encourage the provision of 
land for public purposes. 

The proposal involves works for the 
purpose of a road. It would also include 
a shared pedestrian/cycleway on either 
side of Schofields Road, which would be 
used by the public. 

5(a)(v) To encourage the provision and 
co-ordination of community services and 
facilities. 

The proposal involves works for the 
purpose of a road. It does impact on one 
privately owned community facility. 
Compensatory works have been 
proposed to minimise the impact on this 
facility. The proposal would benefit the 
community by providing an upgraded 
road and catering for future growth in 
the area. 

5(a)(vi) To encourage the protection of 
the environment, including the protection 
and conservation of native animals and 
plants, including threatened species, 
populations and ecological communities, 
and their habitats. 

Construction of the proposal would 
require the clearing or permanent 
modification of regrowth native 
vegetation. This impact on native 
vegetation, plants and threatened 
species, populations and ecological 
communities is discussed in Section 6.6. 
The proposal would minimise where 
possible the impacts on other vegetation 
and habitats located near the proposal. 

5(a)(vii) To encourage ecologically 
sustainable development. 

The principles of ecologically 
sustainable development have been 
incorporated into the concept design of 
the proposal and are considered in 
Sections 8.2.1 – 8.2.4 below. 

5(a)(viii) To encourage the provision and 
maintenance of affordable housing. 

Not relevant to the proposal. 

5(b) To promote the sharing of the 
responsibility for environmental planning 
between different levels of government in 

Not relevant to the proposal however 
RMS would continue to consult with 
other government agencies regarding 
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Object Comment 
the State. the proposal. 
5(c) To provide increased opportunity for 
public involvement and participation in 
environmental planning and assessment. 

During the development of the proposal, 
consultation with the community and 
government agencies was undertaken. 
The REF will also be placed on public 
display providing further opportunity for 
comments. Details of this consultation 
can be found in Section 5. 

8.2.1 The precautionary principle 

This principle states that “if there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of 
scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing measures to prevent 
environmental degradation”.  

Evaluation and assessment of alternative options have aimed to reduce the risk of serious 
and irreversible impacts on the environment. Stakeholder consultation raised issues for 
consideration and a range of specialist studies were undertaken for key issues to provide 
accurate and impartial information to assist in the evaluation of options.   

The detailed assessment of potential environmental impacts in the preparation of the 
concept design has sought to minimise impacts on the urban and natural amenity of the 
study area while maintaining engineering feasibility and safety for all road users. A number 
of safeguards have been proposed to minimise potential impacts. These safeguards would 
be implemented during construction and operation of the proposal. No safeguards have 
been postponed as a result of lack of scientific certainty.   

A construction environment management plan would be prepared prior to commencing 
construction. This requirement would ensure that the proposed upgrade achieves a high-
level of environmental performance. No mitigation measures or management mechanisms 
would be postponed as a result of a lack of information. 

8.2.2 Intergenerational equity 

The principle states that “the present generation should ensure that the health, diversity and 
productivity of the environment is maintained or enhanced for the benefit of future 
generations”.   

The proposal would cater for future population growth in the NWGC by improving the 
capacity, safety and services of Schofields Road. The proposal would benefit future 
generations by ensuring that the proposal does not give rise to long-term adverse impacts 
on the environment and potential impacts would be minimised by implementation of 
appropriate safeguards.   

Should the proposal not proceed, the principle of intergenerational equity may be 
compromised, as future generations would inherit a lower level of service on the road 
transport network. Travel times and the number of accidents through the network between 
the end of the existing Schofields Road and Richmond Road are likely to increase as the 
volume of traffic increases over time.  

The proposal would benefit future generations by ensuring that road safety is improved, with 
this being a positive benefit for all road users.  

Property acquisition required for the proposal would result in the loss of agricultural land, 
however in 2005 the NSW Government established the NWGC which would change the 
existing rural residential and agricultural land use to urban development. In this context, the 
loss of any agricultural land attributable to the proposal is considered minimal. 
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8.2.3 Conservation of biological diversity and ecological integrity 

This principle states that the “diversity of genes, species, populations and communities, as 
well as the ecosystems and habitats to which they belong, must be maintained and improved 
to ensure their survival”.   

A thorough assessment of the existing local environment has been undertaken in order to 
identify and manage any potential impacts of the proposal on local biodiversity. Specific 
design efforts have been taken to minimise impacts on biodiversity.   

An area of around 8.61 hectares of native vegetation (including certified and non-certified 
areas) would require clearing as part of the proposal. The majority of these communities that 
would be impacted fall within certified areas. Assessments of significance for the removal of 
areas within non-certified areas (3.81 hectares of River-flat Eucalypt Forest and 0.95 
hectares of Cumberland Plain Woodland (of which 0.64 hectares complies with the 
community as listed under both the TSC and EPBC Act and the remainder which complies 
with the community listed under the TSC Act only) concluded that a significant impact is not 
likely.   

Three threatened flora species, 16 threatened fauna species and six migratory also have the 
potential to be impacted by the proposal. Assessments of significance for these species 
concluded that a significant impact as a result of the proposal is not likely.  

The proposal is not considered to have a significant impact on biological diversity and 
ecological integrity.  

An ecological assessment and appropriate site-specific safeguards are provided in Section 
6.6 and Appendix D. 

8.2.4 Improved valuation, pricing and incentive mechanisms 

This principle requires that “costs to the environment should be factored into the economic 
costs of a project.”   

The REF has examined the environmental consequences of the proposal and identified 
management measures and safeguards for areas which have the potential to experience 
adverse impacts.  

Requirements imposed in terms of implementation of these mitigation measures would result 
in an economic cost to the RMS. The implementation of management measures and 
safeguards would increase both the capital and operating costs of the proposal. This 
signifies that environmental resources have been given appropriate valuation.   

The design for the proposal has been developed with an objective of minimising potential 
impacts on the surrounding environment. This indicates that the concept design for the 
proposal has been developed with an environmental objective in mind. 
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8.3 Conclusion 

The proposed extension of Schofields Road from Veron Road to Richmond Road through 
South Street at Schofields is subject to assessment under Part 5 of the EP&A Act. The REF 
has examined and taken into account to the fullest extent possible all matters affecting or 
likely to affect the environment by reason of the proposed activity.  This has included 
consideration of conservation agreements and plans of management under the NPW Act, 
joint management and bio-banking agreements under the TSC Act, wilderness areas, critical 
habitat, impacts on threatened species, populations and ecological communities and their 
habitats and other protected fauna and native plants. 

As described and assessed in Section 6 of this REF, the proposal would result in both 
positive and negative impacts. A number of potential environmental impacts from the 
proposal have been avoided or reduced during the concept design development and options 
assessment. The proposal as described in the REF best meets the project objectives but 
would still result in some impacts on native vegetation, waterways and private property. 
Mitigation measures as detailed in this REF would ameliorate or minimise these expected 
impacts.  

The proposal would facilitate development of the North West Growth Centre, increase road 
capacity, improve safety for all road users and improve opportunities for access within the 
North West Growth Centre and improve flood immunity. On balance the proposal is 
considered justified. 

The environmental impacts of the proposal are not likely to be significant and therefore it is 
not necessary for an environmental impact statement to be prepared and approval to be 
sought for the proposal from the Minister for Planning under Part 5.1 of the EP&A Act. The 
proposal is unlikely to affect threatened species, populations or ecological communities or 
their habitats, within the meaning of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 or 
Fisheries Management Act 1994 and therefore a Species Impact Statement is not required. 
The proposal is also unlikely to affect Commonwealth land or have an impact on any matters 
of national environmental significance. 

 
 


