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The NSW Government is building this important project to provide a safe and reliable crossing 
over the Hawkesbury River at Windsor. The existing Windsor Bridge is over 140 years old, 
is deteriorating, no longer meets current engineering and road safety standards and needs to be replaced.

Three lanes to operate 
from opening
To realise greater traffic improvements from the new 
Windsor Bridge, Roads and Maritime Services will be 
implementing the three lane configuration of the bridge 
from opening. This change was originally scheduled to 
occur in 2026. 

The new bridge, with two lanes southbound and 
one northbound, will increase traffic capacity and 
complement upgraded intersections on both sides of the 
Hawkesbury River.  

The new bridge and upgraded intersections will: 

• improve traffic performance through Windsor

• increase road network capacity

• improve road safety

• reduce crash rates through improved road alignment.

Artist’s impression of the new bridge looking north

See the new bridge in 3D
To see a 3D fly through of the three lane design and 
information about the benefits of the new bridge for all 
road users, visit  
rms.nsw.gov.au/windsorbridge
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Windsor Bridge replacement project – three lane configuration
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Benefits for all road users
Around 19 000 vehicles cross Windsor Bridge every day. 
By 2026, traffic modelling shows this will increase to 
26 000 vehicles per day. 

Traffic modelling for the project considered network 
performance in 2016 and 2026. The modelling showed 
the new two lane bridge would operate satisfactorily for 
several years. 

However, by 2026 traffic volumes at the intersections 
would exceed capacity, with a significant impact on travel 
times, queue lengths and average speeds, which would 
require the implementation of the third lane. Roads and 
Maritime will implement the extra third lane when the 
new bridge opens, to increase traffic benefits to road 
users immediately.

Replacing Windsor Bridge and improving nearby 
intersections will:

• Improve traffic performance including two-way heavy 
vehicle traffic flow on the bridge. Traffic modelling 
suggests speeds in 2026 could be improved from 
38km/h to 52km/h in the AM peak period and from 
7km/h to 41km/h in the PM peak period

• Improve traffic efficiency by installing traffic lights at 
the intersection of Bridge and George Streets and a 
new dual-lane roundabout at Freemans Reach Road 
and Wilberforce Road

• Reduce northbound queue lengths on Bridge Street 
by up to 320 metres in the PM peak, and improve 
travel times through both intersections, based on 
2026 traffic volumes

• Reduce southbound queue lengths, based on 2026 
traffic volumes, by up to 730 metres in the AM peak

• Provide flood immunity similar to surrounding roads, 
to improve flood evacuation opportunities for floodplain 
areas north of Windsor and provide access across the 
Hawkesbury River for a wider range of flood events.

Why is Windsor Bridge 
being replaced?
Roads and Maritime is delivering this project to:

• Improve safety for motorists, pedestrians and 
cyclists from a new and reliable bridge

• Improve traffic flow and efficiency by installing 
an extra lane on the bridge, traffic lights at the 
intersection of Bridge Street and George Street and 
a new dual-lane roundabout at Freemans Reach 
Road and Wilberforce Road

• Reduce the road footprint within the Thompson 
Square heritage precinct

• Unify the open space in Thompson Square and 
increase the usable area in the square by more than 
500 square metres with direct access to the river

• Increase flood immunity from a  new bridge that 
can cope with higher levels of flooding and will 
have the same flood immunity as surrounding 
approach roads on the northern riverbank

• Give better access for pedestrians and cyclists 
from a three metre wide shared pedestrian and 
cycle path that provides safe, efficient connections 
to Thompson Square and surrounds.

Artist’s impression of the new bridge looking south from river level
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Background
Roads and Maritime Services is planning to replace the 
existing Windsor Bridge with a new bridge 35 metres 
downstream. New approach roads and intersections will 
be built and existing approach roads will be filled in and 
landscaped. The existing Windsor Bridge will be removed 
once the new bridge is open to traffic. Construction work 
to build the replacement bridge is expected to take about 
two years to complete. 

Next steps
In early 2017, Roads and Maritime will invite community 
feedback on the proposed Urban Design and Landscaping 
Plan for the project. 

By locating the new bridge 35 metres downstream of the 
existing bridge and connecting it to Old Bridge Street there 
is an opportunity to unify the green space in Thompson 
Square. This would reduce the number of roads in 
Thompson Square from three to two, increase the usable 
area in the square by more than 500 square metres and 
improve the connection of the square to the river foreshore.

Further information
For more information about the third lane and the benefits 
of this project for all road users, visit Roads and Maritime’s 
website at rms.nsw.gov.au/windsorbridge

Contact us
For more information please contact the project team:

  1800 712 909 (during business hours) 

  windsor_bridge@rms.nsw.gov.au

   Windsor Bridge project 
 PO Box 973 
 Parramatta NSW 2124

   More information is also available  
 at rms.nsw.gov.au/windsorbridge

Archaeological testing program update
Expert archaeologists are continuing to carry out the detailed testing 
program required for the project on Roads and Maritime's behalf. 
Work began in August 2016 and archaeological testing in the project 
area is almost complete.

The program has provided valuable insights, that will help inform the Strategic 
Conservation Management Plan (SCMP) for the project. Information about 
the program is available at rms.nsw.gov.au/windsorbridge, and results 
of the testing program will be included in the draft SCMP which will be 
subject to community and stakeholder consultation in 2017.

An English halfpenny from around 1799, located 
on the northern bank of the Hawkesbury River 
during recent archaeological testing
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