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About the project

The NSW Government announced $140 million to fund the construction of a new bridge over the 
Macquarie River in Dubbo, as part of its $195 million commitment to Building a better Dubbo.

The River Street Bridge provides another river crossing and will maintain reliability for commuter and 
heavy freight traffic through Dubbo during flood events. The bridge and approaches will be able to 
withstand up to a 1:50 year flood under the proposed design.

How did we get to this point?

In 2016 six strategic corridor options for a new bridge location were placed on public display. These were 
based on a number of studies and strategies carried out by Dubbo Regional Council.

Following community feedback and a value management workshop that included representatives from 
Dubbo Regional Council, business and community groups and other government agencies, these six 
options were shortlisted to three.

After considering traffic impacts, environmental issues and community feedback, the River Street option 
was announced as the preferred option for the new Dubbo Bridge project in June 2017.

What is happening now? 

A concept design for the River Street Bridge has been developed and a Review of Environmental 
Factors (REF) has been carried out. 

The concept design and REF will be on display from Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 28 June 2019.

Roads and Maritime encourages the community to provide feedback during this time. Roads and 
Maritime will collate and consider the submissions received during the public display of the REF. After 
community feedback has been received, a submissions report will be prepared that will summarise the 
comments made and Roads and Maritime’s responses.

What are the steps in developing the project?

The next step is to determine the REF which confirms the project meets all the environmental 
requirements. This step considers all feedback received, includes any recommendations that need to be 
made and then provides approval to proceed from an environmental point of view.

Once this is in place, the detailed design will be developed. The community will be invited to provide 
further feedback at this time.

Is there funding for the project?

Yes. The NSW Government announced $140 million to fund the construction of a new bridge over the 
Macquarie River in Dubbo.

Frequently asked questions – May 2019

Display of Review of Environmental Factors (REF) and concept design 

New Dubbo Bridge 

What will happen to Wiradjuri Park?

Roads and Maritime recognise the importance of Wiradjuri Park to the Dubbo community. 

We are working closely with Dubbo Regional Council’s Aboriginal Working Party regarding impacts, how 
we can minimise them and to identify opportunities to beautify Wiradjuri Park. 

Have you consulted with the Aboriginal community?

Yes. During the development of the project the Aboriginal community was invited to be a part of the 
Aboriginal Focus Group for the project. This group has also contributed to the REF investigations and 
recommendations.

Meetings have been held with the local Aboriginal community, including onsite at Wiradjuri Park where 
the project and any impacts or changes have been discussed.

Roads and Maritime considers the Aboriginal community as a key stakeholder group and will continue to 
consult with them as the project progresses. 

Why don’t you build a ring road or bypass instead of the River Street option?

The River Street option and a ring road/bypass are two separate projects and the River Street 
option should not be considered as an alternative for a ring road/bypass. This option will relieve local 
congestion when needed most, during a flood.

Traffic modelling shows that up to 90 per cent of vehicles (and 77 per cent of heavy vehicles) are 
traveling to Dubbo for work, shopping or recreation purposes. An outer bypass option would only cater 
for 10 per cent of vehicles whilst local flooding and east west congestion would remain an issue.

Dubbo Regional Council carried a survey in 2018, did you consider the results?

In late 2018 Dubbo Regional Council sent out a survey with the November rates notices. This was 
specific to the River Street option in comparison to an outer town bypass of the city of Dubbo and should 
not be compared to the engagement activities carried out in 2016 and 2017 by Roads and Maritime to 
determine a preferred option.  

Roads and Maritime acknowledges the response to the Dubbo Regional Council survey and will continue 
to consult with the community and Dubbo Regional Council.

When would construction of the New Dubbo Bridge start?

Once the REF is determined, we are planning for a display of the detailed design in 2021 and to 
commence construction in 2022.

I live near the River Street site, how will this affect me?

Roads and Maritime has identified properties impacted and potentially impacted by the project. We have 
and will continue to consult directly with all owners. We will contact you directly if we need to enter your 
property to carry out field investigations to help gather information needed in the development of the 
projects. 

You will be contacted by Roads and Maritime if access to your property is required. A fact sheet 
answering some commonly asked questions about property access is available here; 

http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/documents/projects/factsheet-access-to-private-property.pdf
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What are the key features of the project? 

• New 545-metre bridge travelling east west of the river 

• Connects the western bank of the Macquarie River to River Street 

• New and upgraded intersections at Thompson Street, Whylandra Street, and the Newell Highway

• Realign the Newell Highway with new separated lanes north of Whylandra Street 

• Upgrade the intersection at Bourke Street and River Street.

What are the project benefits? 

The New Dubbo Bridge will:

• Provide another river crossing and improve traffic flow during a flood

• Improve traffic flow in Dubbo and reduce average traffic delays

• Improve local freight and heavy vehicle traffic access across the river

• Provide access and plan for future growth in north-west Dubbo

• Provide a new four-way intersection at Thompson Street, Whylandra Street and the Newell Highway

• Improve the efficiency of the Newell Highway for traffic travelling through Dubbo.

What flood immunity will the project provide? 

The bridge and approaches will be able to withstand up to a 1:50 year flood under the proposed design.

Information for the community 
How will the community be informed about the development of the project?

Roads and Maritime will continue to work with the community and stakeholders during the planning of 
the New Dubbo Bridge to understand issues and minimise potential impacts.

All community and stakeholder feedback on the project is welcome.  

We will liaise directly with any property owners potentially affected by the New Dubbo Bridge proposal, 
as well as engaging with the broader community and other stakeholders. 

Visit rms.work/dubbo to sign up for updates and to find out more about what is happening in Dubbo.

Roads and Maritime is seeking feedback on the New Dubbo Bridge REF and encourages anyone in the 
community with an interest in the project to provide written feedback. Community feedback on the REF 
will inform the development of the proposal. Further information about the REF is provided below.  

Review of Environmental Factors (REF) 
What is an REF? 

An REF is an environmental assessment that is required as part of the assessment of activities needing 
approval under NSW legislation. An REF examines the significance of likely environmental impacts of a 
proposal and the measures required to mitigate any adverse impacts to the environment.  

An REF is a publicly available document that provides information on a proposal, including its 
environmental impacts and mitigation measures. An REF is used by Roads and Maritime to inform 
determination of the proposal. 

The REF plays a critical role in the process of identifying, predicting, assessing, evaluating and mitigating 
the environmental, social, economic and other relevant effects of development proposals. The REF for 
the New Dubbo Bridge assesses the potential environmental impacts of the proposal through detailed 
technical investigations. Your feedback will further allow the Roads and Maritime Services to continue 
the REF assessment.

What is the status of the New Dubbo Bridge REF? 

Roads and Maritime Services have carried out an environmental assessment on the proposed New 
Dubbo Bridge to determine the potential environmental and social impacts of the project. The REF has 
assessed the potential impacts for the bridge proposal, relating to : 

• Traffic and transport

• Noise

• Heritage

• Landscape character and visual impacts 

• Hydrology and flooding

• Socio-economic

• Biodiversity

• Water quality

Roads and Maritime completed a range of technical investigations to inform the REF. They included: 

• Ecological impacts (flora / fauna species and communities) 

• Air quality, noise and vibration impacts in the vicinity of the facility during the construction and 
operation phases 

• Local traffic and construction material transport impacts during the construction and operation phases 

• Socio-economic and heritage impacts during the construction and operation phases

• Visual amenity and landscape impacts. 

How can the community provide feedback on the REF? 

Roads and Maritime is seeking feedback on the REF until Friday 28 June 2019. All submissions made 
during the display period will be addressed and responded to in a submissions report and will be used 
to further develop the project. If you are interested in providing feedback on the REF for the New Dubbo 
Bridge, it is important to make a written submission during the display period to ensure your feedback is 
captured. 

Written submissions should be sent to Roads and Maritime via:

Email:  dubboprojects@rms.nsw.gov.au

Post:  PO Box 36 Dubbo NSW 2830

Online  rms.work/dubbo 

In person:  at the community information sessions visit our project website to find out where we will be. 

Has Roads and Maritime consulted with the community about the New Dubbo Bridge? 

Roads and Maritime has engaged with key stakeholders and the broader community throughout the 
development of the New Dubbo Bridge. An extensive community consultation program was carried out 
between April and May 2016. 

In June 2017 the Preferred Option was announced and the Preferred Option Report was released that 
outlined the design considerations and engagement activities undertaken to determine River Street as 
the preferred option. During this time property owners that were identified as potentially affected by the 
project were consulted directly.   

Since the release of the Preferred Option Report, Roads and Maritime has continued to engage with 
the community and key stakeholders, including Dubbo Regional Council and key local indigenous 
stakeholders. 
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