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1 Intent of the MOU

The intent of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to have in place a policy 
and procedure to enable the Conditional Registration of Classic Vehicles. This MOU 
does not delegate any legislative or regulatory functions to any person or body 
outside of Transport for NSW. The Conditional Registration of Classic Vehicles is 
referred to as the Classic Vehicle Scheme (CVS).
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2 Definitions and general information

Applicant

The proposed registered operator of the Classic Vehicle, either a natural person 
or corporation.

All Applicants must be a current, financial member of a club affiliated with an 
Approved Organisation.

Application for Conditional Registration

The Transport for NSW form to be completed by the Applicant to apply for 
Conditional Registration in accordance with the provisions of road transport law and 
the CVS. Refer to sample in Section 7—Appendices.

The Application for Conditional Registration, Classic Vehicle Declaration and 
Inspection report must be submitted together at a service centre by the Applicant or 
their authorised representative.

Approved Organisation

An organisation approved by Transport for NSW to participate in the CVS.

For an organisation to be considered for approval it must demonstrate to the 
satisfaction of Transport for NSW that it has the capacity to meet an appropriate 
level of professional and safety standards to provide sufficient administrative controls 
over the various aspects of the CVS.

Authorised Examiner

A person authorised by Transport for NSW to inspect vehicles at an Authorised 
Inspection Station (AIS).

Certificate of Approved Operations

The Transport for NSW document issued to the Applicant advising the Classic 
Vehicle’s conditions of operation. Refer to sample in Section 7—Appendices.

The Certificate of Approved Operations must be carried in the Classic Vehicle.

Certificate of Conditional Registration

The Transport for NSW document issued to the Applicant certifying that the Classic 
Vehicle is Conditionally Registered. Refer to sample in Section 7—Appendices.

The Conditional Registration Label is attached to this document.

Classic Vehicle Agreement

The Approved Organisation’s document, containing the CVS conditions and eligibility 
requirements and which form the agreement between the Approved Organisation 
and the Applicant.
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Classic Vehicle

A vehicle:

• 30 years of age or older

• up to 3.5 tonnes Gross Vehicle Mass

• not being a plant vehicle or trailer, and

• complying with the relevant NSW vehicle standards.

Note: A replica vehicle or an Individually Constructed Vehicle (ICV) that is 30 years 
of age or older (based on the build completion date) are included. A significantly 
modified replica vehicle or an ICV must have a Compliance Certificate.

Classic Vehicle Declaration

The Transport for NSW form to be completed by the Responsible Person, 
declaring that:

• the vehicle is a Classic Vehicle, and

• the Applicant is a current, financial member of a club affiliated with an 
Approved Organisation.

See sample in Section 7—Appendices.

The Classic Vehicle Declaration, not greater than 42 days old, must be submitted at a 
service centre by the Applicant or their authorised representative when establishing 
or renewing Conditional Registration.

Compliance Certificate

A Compliance Certificate issued by a Licensed Certifier on the Transport for NSW 
Vehicle Safety Compliance Certification Scheme (VSCCS), certifying that the Classic 
Vehicle complies with the relevant NSW vehicle standards.

If required, a Compliance Certificate must be provided with the Classic Vehicle 
Declaration to establish registration.

Important: It is the Applicant’s responsibility to obtain a Compliance Certificate if the 
vehicle has been significantly modified.

Note: An Engineering Certification Scheme (ECS) certificate may be accepted 
instead of a Compliance Certificate if issued before 31 January 2012 and verified by 
Transport for NSW.

Conditional Registration

The Transport for NSW scheme that enables the registration of limited access 
vehicles under road transport law.

Vehicles approved under the CVS are eligible for Conditional Registration.
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Eligibility Committee

A committee established by an Approved Organisation comprising relevant and 
knowledgeable people, reporting to and chaired by the Responsible Person, to 
oversee the Approved Organisation’s responsibilities within the CVS and ensure the 
eligibility of vehicles entering the CVS.

Industry Committee

A committee established, where there is more than one Approved Organisation, 
comprising each Responsible Person with a chair nominated from their number to 
act as Industry Representative, to ensure the CVS is properly applied throughout 
the industry.

Where an Industry Committee is established, individual Responsible Persons should 
bring issues to the Industry Committee to seek a resolution.

Where Industry Committee consensus cannot be reached on an issue or a particular 
matter cannot be brought before the Industry Committee for reasons of propriety, 
the Industry Representative may then escalate the issue to Transport for NSW if 
required and the individual Responsible Persons may liaise directly with Transport 
for NSW.

Industry Representative

The Industry Committee’s nominated chair and Industry liaison with Transport 
for NSW.

Inspection

Classic Vehicles must be inspected by an Authorised Examiner and be issued a 
passed Inspection report to confirm that the vehicle is suitable for safe use and 
complies with the relevant NSW vehicle standards (including the permissible 
modifications as detailed in Vehicle Standards Information No. 6 Light vehicle 
modifications or the Compliance Certificate, if required).

• To establish a conditional registration, an Authorised Unregistered Vehicle 
Inspection report must be presented. This will consist of a Safety Check, Identity 
Check and Design Check.

• To renew a conditional registration, a Safety Check report must be presented.

The passed Inspection report, not greater than 42 days old, must be 
provided with the Classic Vehicle Declaration when establishing or renewing 
Conditional Registration.
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Number-plate

Conditional Registration Number-plates, with the format of five numerals followed 
by a letter, eg ‘12345C’ for vehicles; or four numerals followed by a letter, eg ‘1234C’ 
for motorcycles.

Number-plates remain the property of Transport for NSW and must be surrendered 
to Transport for NSW within 14 days from when the registration is cancelled, or 
notification from Transport for NSW, or sale or disposal of the Classic Vehicle.

A Conditional Registration Number-plate must be permanently affixed to the front 
and rear of Classic Vehicles (rear only for motorcycles) so that the Number-plate is:

• in an upright position that is substantially parallel to the vehicle’s axles, and

• not more than 1.3 metres above ground level, and

• not obscured, defaced or otherwise not legible, and

• the numbers on Number-plates must be clearly visible from any point that is up 
to 20 metres from the Number-plate, and within an arc of 45 degrees from the 
surface of the Number-plate above or to either side of the vehicle, and

• any cover on the Number-plate is clear, clean, untinted and flat over its entire 
surface, and has no reflective or other characteristics that would prevent the 
successful operation of a device approved for use under a law relating to the 
detection of traffic offences.

Responsible Person

The person nominated by an Approved Organisation to oversee the Approved 
Organisation’s responsibilities within the CVS, liaise with Transport for NSW and 
approve eligible Classic Vehicles.

TfNSW

Transport for NSW
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3 Responsibilities

Transport for NSW

• Approve or disqualify organisations or persons from participating in the CVS.

• Audit and/or inspect the records of Approved Organisations in relation to the CVS.

• Conditionally register eligible Classic Vehicles in accordance with the provisions of 
road transport law and the CVS.

• Suspend and cancel registration if required in accordance with the provisions of 
road transport law and the CVS.

Approved Organisation

• Manage the processes for ensuring that only eligible Classic Vehicles enter 
the CVS.

• Determine the Approved Organisation’s criteria to apply to a vehicle for it to 
be accepted as an eligible Classic Vehicle. The Approved Organisation’s vehicle 
criteria cannot lessen the relevant NSW vehicle standards.

• Determine the inspection process and proof of compliance requirements that will 
demonstrate that an eligible Classic Vehicle meets the Approved Organisation’s 
criteria. The Approved Organisation’s inspection process and proof of compliance 
requirements cannot lessen the relevant NSW vehicle standards.

• Ensure that only suitably qualified persons conduct the inspection and validation 
of compliance for eligible Classic Vehicles.

• Appoint a person to be the Responsible Person for the Approved Organisation.

• Maintain a register of approved eligible Classic Vehicles for the 
Approved Organisation.

• Ensure the Responsible Person has access to all necessary records and information 
to maintain a register of approved eligible Classic Vehicles.

• Appoint an Eligibility Committee, with appropriate representatives, which reports 
to and is chaired by the Responsible Person

• Provide a process for an Applicant to apply for renewal of CVS 
Conditional Registration.

• Advise Transport for NSW when a Classic Vehicle ceases to be eligible for the CVS.

• Determine what Approved Organisation sanctions should be applied for breaches 
of the Approved Organisation’s CVS conditions.

• Require the Applicant to submit to the Applicant’s responsibilities.

• Maintain records of the Classic Vehicles inspected and the evidence of eligibility 
and compliance.

• Allow Transport for NSW access and facility to inspect and/or audit the Approved 
Organisation’s records in relation to the CVS.

• Allow Transport for NSW to remove or copy any such records for its 
own purposes.
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Applicant

• Comply with the CVS conditions as displayed on the Certificate of Approved 
Operations and the Classic Vehicle Agreement at all times.

• Notify the Approved Organisation in writing of any change in the ownership or 
eligibility matters relating to the Classic Vehicle, or eligibility matters relating to 
the Applicant.

• Comply with any reasonable direction given by the Responsible Person in regard 
to the inspection, use, maintenance, repair or aesthetic presentation of the 
Classic Vehicle.

• Surrender the Number-plates to Transport for NSW within 14 days of cancellation 
of the Conditional Registration, or notification from Transport for NSW, or sale or 
disposal of the Classic Vehicle.

• Maintain the Classic Vehicle in the condition current at the time of its 
Conditional Registration.
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4 Conditions of operation

Conditionally Registered Classic Vehicles operating under the CVS may be operated 
on roads and road related areas only under the following conditions:

• ‘Registered operator must be a member of an authorised motoring club’

• ‘Use only in conjunction with an authorised club event or maintenance’

The onus is at all times on the Applicant/registered operator/driver to provide 
evidence that the Classic Vehicle is being used in accordance with the Conditions 
of Operation.
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5 Procedure

Application to the Approved Organisation

The Applicant must make an application to the Approved Organisation to have a 
Classic Vehicle considered for inclusion in the CVS.

The application must include the Inspection report and any other information the 
Responsible Person may need to validate the legitimacy of the request.

Review

The Eligibility Committee must review the application and advise the Responsible 
Person of its recommendation.

Inspection

The Responsible Person must ensure that the Applicant has obtained a passed 
Inspection report for the Classic Vehicle to confirm that the vehicle is suitable for safe 
use and complies with the relevant NSW vehicle standards (including the permissible 
modifications as detailed in Vehicle Standards Information No. 6 Light vehicle 
modifications), and complies with the Approved Organisation’s vehicle criteria.

The Classic Vehicle must be inspected at least annually by an Authorised Examiner to 
ensure that the vehicle continues to be eligible.

The Inspection cannot be greater than 42 days old to establish or 6 months old to 
renew the Conditional Registration.

Acceptance

If the application meets all the requirements then the Responsible Person must 
complete the Classic Vehicle Declaration and provide this to the Applicant for 
submission to Transport for NSW.

Application to Transport for NSW

The following must be presented to a service centre to establish the 
Conditional Registration:

• Classic Vehicle Declaration completed by the Responsible Person not greater than 
42 days old.

• Authorised Unregistered Vehicle Inspection report not greater than 42 days old 
(consisting of a Safety Check, Identity Check and Design Check).

• Compliance Certificate (if required).

• Vehicle Import Approval (if the vehicle is imported).

• Application for Conditional Registration completed by the Applicant.

• Proof of registration entitlement (eg receipt of purchase).

• Proof of identity (eg NSW Driver Licence).

• The appropriate fee.
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Renewal

Annual renewal of the Conditional Registration must first be approved by the 
Approved Organisation and is evidenced by the Responsible Person completing a 
new Classic Vehicle Declaration.

The Classic Vehicle must be inspected annually by an Authorised Examiner to ensure 
that the vehicle continues to be eligible.

The following must be presented to a service centre to renew the 
Conditional Registration:

• Classic Vehicle Declaration completed by the Responsible Person and not greater 
than 42 days old.

• Safety Check report not greater than 6 months old.

• The appropriate fee.

Transferring registration

The Conditional Registration of Classic Vehicles is not transferrable. If a Classic 
Vehicle is sold or disposed the Conditional Registration must be surrendered by the 
Applicant and the Number-plates must be surrendered to Transport for NSW. The 
vehicle acquirer must make a new application to the Approved Organisation and 
Transport for NSW as detailed above.

Converting to full registration

Classic Vehicles can be fully registered. However, the Conditional Registration and 
Number-plates must first be surrendered, and a new application for full registration 
presented to a service centre.

Sanctions and removal from the CVS

If it is determined that an Applicant/registered operator/driver has breached the 
Conditions of Operation, the Approved Organisation may determine that the Classic 
Vehicle and/or Applicant is no longer eligible under the CVS.

In these instances the Responsible Person may request that Transport for NSW 
suspend and/or cancel the Conditional Registration. Detailed information supporting 
the request must also be provided.

Transport for NSW may suspend and/or cancel the Conditional Registration of 
a Classic Vehicle if it is determined that an Applicant/registered operator/driver 
has breached the Conditions of Operation, or if otherwise required under road 
transport law.

If Transport for NSW determines that an Approved Organisation, Eligibility 
Committee member, Industry Committee member, Industry Representative, 
Responsible Person, or other Approved Organisation official or management staff 
member has breached the requirements of the CVS, then Transport for NSW may 
disqualify that Approved Organisation or person from participating in the CVS.
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6 Agreement

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) does not delegate any legislative or 
regulatory functions to any person or body outside of Transport for NSW (TfNSW) 
and is agreed to and accepted on behalf of the Approved Organisation and TfNSW.

When signed by both parties, this MOU will be effective from the last date indicated 
below until revoked by either party to the other in writing.

Signed:  Date: 

Print Name: 

Position: 

Section: 

Organisation: 

Address: 

Signed:  Date: 

Print Name: 

Position: Manager Administration & Accreditation Vehicle Safety 

Section: Safety Environment & Regulation 

Organisation: Transport for NSW 

Address: 110 George Street, Parramatta NSW 2150
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7 Appendices

The following are samples of documents mentioned in this MOU, and are part of the 
CVS requirements. The detailed content of these documents may change from time 
to time as required. However, the intent and usage of these documents will remain 
effective during the currency of the CVS:

• Application for Conditional Registration

• Certificate of Approved Operations

• Certificate of Conditional Registration

• Classic Vehicle Declaration

• Application for an Approved Organisation
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SAMPLE
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SAMPLE
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SAMPLE
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SAMPLE
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Plate Number Year of Manufacture Make Model Shape CTP Area

VIN/Chassis/Serial Number Engine Number

Special Conditions: (if any)

Conditions: Description in full

Issued in accordance with the Road Transport (Vehicle Registration) Regulation 2007.

roads-maritime.transport.nsw.gov.au

 Form 1247 Cat No. 45070940 (02/20)  

Certificate of Approved Operations
This certificate must be kept in the vehicle at all times.

1234567

SAMPLE

Certificate of 
Conditional Registration 
This registration is not transferable.

Conditional Registration

Your nearest service centre for attendance is  If mailing, please mail to

Not valid until the Transport for NSW receipt number is recorded here.

Payment Details

Customer Number           Plate Number          Expiry Date

Year Make Model Shape CTP class CTP area

VIN/Chassis/Serial Number  Engine Number

Conditions:

See the Certificate of Approved Operations for a full description of the conditions of operation.

Make              Model

Plate No.             Conditions

     Payment Date

Renew the registration on or before the expiry date.
It is an offence to drive an unregistered vehicle.
To renew the registration, attend a service centre and present:
• The applicable declaration (Vehicle Suitable for Safe Use,

Historic Vehicle, Classic Vehicle, Rally Vehicle, or Street Rod).
• A vehicle inspection report (for Street Rods)
• A Safety Check report (for Classic Vehicles).
Cheques must be made payable to Transport for NSW.

roads-maritime.transport.nsw.gov.au
Hearing or speech impaired? Call us on the National 
Relay Service: TTY users phone 133 677 then ask for 
13 22 13. Speak and Listen users phone 1300 555 727 
then ask for 13 22 13. 

This certificate of conditional registration identifies the registered operator of this vehicle, it is not proof of 
vehicle ownership. If any details on this certificate or any concession eligibility have changed, you must 
notify staff at any service centre or contact Service NSW on 13 22 13 within 14 days. 

45072074 Conditional Reg cert no label 0121.indd   1 15/01/2021   5:36:25 PM

SAMPLE

Certificate of Approved Operations

Certificate of Conditional Registration
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SAMPLE
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SAMPLE
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