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Introduction and scope 
The purpose of this document is to establish a procedure for the certification of vehicle modifications using 

devices and complete systems offered by third party manufacturers or suppliers (ie not the original vehicle 

manufacturer) and fitted with the approval of the component manufacturer. These devices and systems are 

referred to in this document as ‘manufacturer approved aftermarket components’, or simply ‘aftermarket 

components’. It is intended that this procedure will help the certification process by reducing the cost and 

time associated by repeating the assessment and testing of the same component where installed in the 

same model of vehicle. 

The term ‘vehicle’ used in this document means ‘light vehicle’, which is a vehicle with a gross vehicle mass 

of 4.5 tonnes or less. This document (and the procedure described) does not apply to heavy vehicles. 

The procedure in this document does not apply to optional components offered by the original vehicle 

manufacturer, as modifying a vehicle with these components does not require certification. 

This document does not in any way bind or oblige Roads and Maritime Services in accepting a compliance 

certificate for a vehicle modified using approved manufacturers aftermarket components, nor does it in any 

way suggest approval by Roads and Maritime of the use of any such aftermarket components.  

Following this procedure does not replace the certification process, nor does it in any way guarantee 

acceptance by Roads and Maritime of the modification and/or registration of the vehicle. Rather, it allows 

certain low-risk aftermarket components to be fitted without extensive testing of the modification. A 

significantly modified vehicle must still be assessed and certified by a licensed certifier authorised under the 

Vehicle Safety Compliance Certification Scheme (VSCCS) in accordance with the provisions of the Road 

Transport (Vehicle Registration) Regulation 2017 (the Regulation).  

A list of significant modifications requiring certification is given in Vehicle Standards Information 6 Light 

vehicle modifications, available on the Roads and Maritime website.  

  

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/regulation/2017/451
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/regulation/2017/451
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/documents/roads/safety-rules/standards/vsi-06-light-vehicle-modifications.pdf
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General 
If aftermarket components are used to modify a vehicle, the licensed certifier is not required to conduct 

extensive testing of the modification to verify compliance with the applicable vehicle standards provided the 

certifier is satisfied that: 

 The aftermarket component manufacturer has warranted the component may be installed in the vehicle 

make and model 

 The aftermarket component manufacturer has done the necessary tests to confirm the vehicle, when 

modified with the component, complies with the applicable standards, and the results of those tests are 

available to the certifier 

 The aftermarket component manufacturer has provided all necessary instructions at the point of sale to 

ensure the component can be installed correctly in the vehicle 

 All such manufacturer instructions are in English and use SI Units. 

The licensed certifier must also verify: 

 The aftermarket component is compatible with the vehicle as warranted by the component’s 

manufacturer 

 The aftermarket component has been installed in accordance with the component manufacturer’s 

instructions  

 The vehicle is in suitable condition to accommodate the component (eg there are no signs of rusting 

where component is secured to the vehicle) 

 In all other respects relating to the modification, the vehicle is roadworthy. 

Aftermarket components commonly used in vehicle modifications include: 

 Lights and light signalling devices 

 Seats 

 Seat belts 

 Braking components 

 Child safety anchorage devices 

 Suspension components 

 Engine components 

 Exhaust systems and components. 

Relevant legislation 

National motor vehicle law 

The Commonwealth Motor Vehicles Standards Act 1989 requires all road vehicles and components, 

whether newly manufactured in Australia or imported as new or second hand, to comply with the relevant 

safety standards, known as the Australian Design Rules (ADRs), at the time of manufacture and supply to 

the Australian market.  

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2016C00857
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NSW vehicle standards 

The NSW Regulation specifies the requirements for vehicles registered in NSW. It requires that vehicles 

must continue to comply with the standards that applied at their date of manufacture and modified 

registered vehicles must comply with the applicable standards.  

Before it can be registered, a significantly modified vehicle must be assessed and certified that it meets this 

requirement by a licensed certifier authorised in accordance with the VSCCS. 

Consumer law 

The supply of automotive parts is governed by Australian Consumer Law. This places general obligations 

on suppliers to ensure items supplied to the market are safe, free from defects and fit for purpose and to 

provide all relevant information about their proper installation and use. As a minimum, the supplier of 

aftermarket components should ensure the requirements detailed in the section ‘Licensed certifier to be 

satisfied with component manufacturer/supplier’ are met. 

Maintaining vehicle safety features 
In addition to the provisions for registered vehicles to comply with safety standards, the Regulation requires 

vehicles to be maintained in a manner that will not cause a danger to any person. This means safety 

features, even if not covered by an ADR or other applicable standard, must continue to operate within the 

functional range specified by the vehicle manufacturer for the original, pre-modified vehicle.  

With the introduction of more complex and sensitive safety features into modern vehicles, such as 

electronic stability control and autonomous emergency braking, particular care must be taken to ensure 

they are not adversely affected by modifications made to a vehicle. Licensed certifiers must bear this in 

mind when assessing a modification, and should satisfy themselves the aftermarket component 

manufacturer has taken this into account when:  

 Developing and testing a component 

 Assessing a component’s compatibility with specific vehicle makes and models 

 Ensuring safety features continue to function as intended. 

Licensed certifier to be satisfied with component 
manufacturer/supplier 
The licensed certifier must be satisfied that any aftermarket component manufacturer or supplier (for 

components imported into Australia) has tested the component appropriately as follows. 

Compliance with standards 

The aftermarket component must pass the full set of tests specified in the applicable ADR(s); no abridged 

tests or alternatives are permitted in lieu of these tests. Where necessary, the aftermarket component must 

be tested in a vehicle. 

Evidence of compatibility with vehicle models 

The models and variants of vehicles in which the component may be installed must have been determined. 

Where necessary, a vehicle modified with the component must have been tested to demonstrate its 

compliance with the specified ADR(s). Evidence of this determination must have been recorded and be 

accessible to the certifier. 
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Validity of assessments 

The tests and assessments to determine the aftermarket component’s compliance with applicable 

standards and its compatibility with specified vehicles should have been carried out or overseen by an 

organisation with appropriate competence and quality assurance credentials. 

Records 

The licensed certifier must be able to obtain records of any such testing by manufacturers or suppliers 

including evidence of the component’s compliance with applicable ADR(s) and its compatibility with the 

nominated vehicles, and detailed technical specifications of its constituent parts and function. 

Components must be in good condition 

The components must be in good condition and be fully functional. 

Provision of information 

The licensed certifier must ensure the following information has been supplied with the aftermarket 

component: 

 A list of all the aftermarket component’s constituent items 

 All necessary information to enable the aftermarket component be correctly installed in the vehicle, 

including advice on its limitations 

 A list of all vehicle models and variants compatible with the aftermarket component 

 Any necessary advice on compliance with road transport legislation eg whether installing the 

component constitutes a significant modification requiring certification 

 Advice on measures to ensure safety features continue to function as intended prior to modification  

 All other information required by Consumer Law. 

The instructions must be in English and use SI Units. Visualisations should be used wherever possible. 

Failure to provide records and information 

If the licenced certifier cannot obtain access to the above information, the aftermarket components will not 

qualify as being capable of being dealt with under this procedure. In any such case, a vehicle modified 

using the components will be required to undertake a full assessment, including the applicable tests, for 

certification purposes. 

Responsibility of the vehicle owner 
To assist meeting the requirements of the Regulation for significantly modified vehicles to comply with 

applicable standards, the owner of a vehicle modified with an approved aftermarket component should:  

 Before the modification, confirm the aftermarket component is compatible with the vehicle 

 Install the aftermarket component in accordance with the component manufacturer’s specifications 

 Provide all relevant information about the modification to the licensed certifier. 

Note: Where possible, the licensed certifier should make enquiries of the vehicle owner and inform them of 

these obligations. 
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A vehicle owner who does not meet these requirements runs the risk of having registration of the vehicle 

refused, suspended or cancelled. Roads and Maritime will accept no responsibility or liability for any such 

action, and licensed certifiers should ensure they appropriately inform vehicle owners. 

Responsibility of the licensed certifier 
The NSW Regulation and associated rules (imposed as conditions on a certifier’s licence) under the 

VSCCS set out the requirements for licensed certifiers in assessing and certifying modified vehicles. The 

Regulation states that before a licensed certifier may issue a compliance certificate for a modified vehicle, 

the certifier must first inspect the vehicle and be satisfied that it complies with the applicable vehicle 

standards.  

Use of manufacturer approved aftermarket components can assist the licenced certifier in reaching this 

decision. If a licensed certifier intends to use this procedure as a result of manufacturer approved 

aftermarket components having been used in the modification, the licensed certifier must be satisfied of all 

the matters listed above. This includes reviewing all documentation relating to the compatibility of the 

aftermarket with the vehicle, and being satisfied the records of the manufacturer or supplier are complete in 

relation to testing and compliance with the required ADRs. Licensed certifiers are obliged in each case to 

conduct a detailed inspection of the vehicle to check the aftermarket components have been correctly 

installed in accordance with the component manufacturer’s specifications, and are securely 

connected/housed in the vehicle. 

Licensed certifiers must not accept the vehicle owner’s assurance on any matter, and must satisfy 

themselves of its validity. The licensed certifier should seek evidence to support their assessment, including 

copies of relevant test reports to verify compliance with applicable ADRs or other standards. 

The licensed certifier may require a functional test of the vehicle to ensure it is suitable for safe use and can 

be registered. 

If there is any doubt over the suitability of the components used in the modification or the condition of the 

modified vehicle, the licensed certifier must not issue a VSCCS compliance certificate. 

The role of Roads and Maritime Services 
Roads and Maritime accepts VSCCS certificates issued by licensed certifiers as attesting that a vehicle 

modification meets the standards to the extent that the vehicle may be registered.  

The Regulation establishes the requirements on certifiers for the issuing of compliance certificates, and 

Roads and Maritime may register a vehicle if it is satisfied that the specified processes have been correctly 

applied, and the vehicle, if registered, is suitable for safe use and in a thoroughly serviceable condition. 

Roads and Maritime will not accept certification of an aftermarket component modification without detailed 

testing unless the licensed certifier can provide evidence that the component was supplied by a 

manufacturer who has carried out all the necessary testing and assessments detailed in this document and 

this procedure has been carried out appropriately. 

Further information 
Roads and Maritime Technical Enquiries 

T 1300 137 302  

F 02 8837 0037  

E Technical.Enquiries@rms.nsw.gov.au  

M PO Box 1120, Parramatta NSW 2124 

mailto:Technical.Enquiries@rms.nsw.gov.au

