
 

Albion Park Rail bypass flood focus group 

Glossary of terms   
 

Term Definition 

A1 Road identification number of the Princes Highway. 

AEP Annual Exceedance Probability – the likelihood of a flood occurring in 
any year, expressed as a percentage. 

AHD Australian Height Datum - the reference system used to measure 
height (elevation) relative to mean sea level, where mean sea level is 0. 

ARI Average Recurrence Interval – average of years between flood events 
of a given size. For example, a 100 year ARI flood would be expected to 
occur on average once every 100 years (but may actually occur more or 
less frequently than this). 

Bathymetry Underwater topography (survey) of the bed of watercourses and water 
bodies. 

Blockage 
 

The obstruction of hydraulic structures such as culverts or bridges by 
catchment debris, usually expressed as a percentage (e.g. 50% 
blockage means 50% of the hydraulic structure is blocked). 

Blockage policy Adopted guidance for the extent to which culverts or bridges are 
assumed to be blocked when estimating flooding (varies according to 
locality). 

Cadastre Map of registered property boundaries. 

Catchment Area where rainfall runoff is generated and flows to a common outlet.  

Catchment 
Boundary 

Extent of the catchment area. 

Chainage Horizontal distance between points along a route - e.g. road centreline. 

Culvert Conduit (e.g. pipe) under a road or railway to allow for the passage of 
water. 

Detention Basin An area designed to provide floodplain storage in a flood event, to 
reduce flooding downstream. 

EIS Environmental Impact Statement – the document used to assess and 
support application for planning approval of major infrastructure projects 
when the Department of Planning and Environment is the approval 
authority. 

Embankment A raised section of specially graded and compacted fill material that 
carries the roadway. 

FDM Floodplain Development Manual – NSW manual relating to the 
development of flood prone land. 



 

Term Definition 

Floodplain Land adjacent to a river or creek that is periodically inundated due to 
flooding, determined by the boundaries of historical flood heights and 
the PMF. 

Floodplain 
storage 

Areas of the floodplain that temporary store floodwaters during a flood. 

Floodway A flow path (either natural or artificial) that carries a significant volume of 
floodwater during a flood. 

Flood 
Elevations 

The height of flood water above a fixed reference point (e.g. sea level).  

Flood Extents Expected boundaries of flooding for a given storm. 

Albion Park Rail 
bypass Flood 
Focus Group 

A group of community representatives who work with the project team 
and technical specialists to provide local residents a chance to 
understand and contribute to the flood assessment process. 

Flood Immunity Area that is not flooded for a given storm event. 

Flood Levels See Flood Elevations. 

Flood Modelling Estimation of flood behaviour using computer modelling, to estimate 
current flooding conditions and predict the impacts of changes to the 
floodplain.   

Flood Prone 
Land 

Land susceptible to flooding.  

Flood studies Studies carried out to determine the extent and impacts of flooding. 

Flood velocities The speed of floodwater.  

Groundwater Water located beneath the surface within soil pores / rock fractures.  

LEP Local Environmental Plan – Council document which includes 
designation of different land areas for different purposes e.g. residential, 
commercial. 

M1 Road identification number of the Princes Motorway 

Overland Flow Surface runoff caused by rainfall which exceeds infiltration into the 
ground.  

Precipitation Water released from clouds, such as rain, sleet, snow or hail. 

REF Review of Environmental Factors – the document used to assess and 
support application for planning approval of infrastructure projects when 
the developing government entity (e.g. Roads and Maritime) is the 
approval authority. 

Runoff See Overland Flow. 

Scouring Erosion caused by high velocity or constant flow of water. 

Scour 
protection 

Measures taken to mitigate against scouring.  



 

Term Definition 

SES State Emergency Service – NSW state emergency and rescue service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


