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Community Consultation Report

Executive summary
This Community Consultation Report provides a summary of the community consultation carried out by
Roads and Maritime Services for a proposal to widen Bells Line of Road four kilometres west of
Kurrajong Heights to install a second overtaking lane. Key matters raised by the community included
business and social impacts, project cost and an alternative route option.

The decision
We have considered the comments received and have decided to the proposal. Construction work to
build the overtaking lane will start in December 2015.
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Introduction
Background
In 2012, the Australian and NSW governments jointly released the Bells Line of Road Long Term
Strategic Corridor Plan (BLOR Corridor Plan). The Plan outlined a process to guide the short, medium
and long term future development of this road corridor as well as setting objectives to improve road
safety and maintain traffic efficiency.
As a priority seven overtaking lanes are proposed for the corridor between Kurrajong Heights and Mount
Tomah with work to be carried out during the next three years to deliver these improvements.
Roads and Maritime Services has completed a one kilometre eastbound overtaking lane 7.5km west of
Kurrajong Heights, between Pattersons Ridge Fire Trail and Glenara Road. This work (Site 4) took
approximately seven months to build and was opened to traffic in late September 2014.

The proposal
Roads and Maritime is proposing to widen Bells Line of Road four kilometres west of Kurrajong Heights
to install a second overtaking lane (one kilometre in length). The nearest T-intersection is Val Wheeler
Drive, 1.8 kilometres west of the start of the overtaking lane. The site includes approximately 700 metres
of westbound overtaking lane plus tie-in areas to safely match the existing road.
The proposal aims to:
•
•
•
•
•

Improve traffic efficiency for road users
Improve the road safety environment
Minimise environmental impacts
Avoid the need for private property acquisition or revocation of National Park land
Provide a value for money solution within the proposed project budget.

Consultation approach
On 27 April 2014, Roads and Maritime distributed 850 notifications from Kurrajong Heights to Mount
Tomah along the Bells Line of Road (see appendix C for the distribution map). In addition 100 copies
were made available at the Bilpin Post Office. See appendix A for the April 2014 consultation material.
In May and June 2014, Roads and Maritime representatives doorknocked residents living near the
proposed overtaking lane and gave them information about the proposal, including investigation work
being carried out to inform the proposal. See appendix B for the May and June 2014 consultation
material.
On 16 July 2014, Roads and Maritime distributed 850 letters to the same area seeking feedback and
views on the proposal. See appendix D for the July 2014 consultation material.

Consultation summary
We received comments from 11 community members about the proposal. Two respondents supported
the proposal, five requested more information and clarification and four raised matters about business
and social impacts, project cost and an alternative route option. The matters raised during consultation
and our responses are outlined in the below table.

Comment

Roads and Maritime response

Financial and
possible
environmental
impacts which
could affect
home business

Roads and Maritime will work to minimise the impact of construction on the environment, local community and road users. A
Review of Environmental Factors will be prepared to identify and minimise any potential environmental impact.

One comment
Making the road
more accessible
to heavy
vehicles is
going to be
detrimental to
tourism
One comment

Roads and Maritime acknowledge that construction of the proposal would have temporary impacts on local traffic and access
as a result of construction vehicle movements and the temporary partial or complete closure of roads.
A Traffic Management Plan would be implemented to minimise impacts on existing road users and would include measures
to maintain adequate safe access to properties during construction. Any disruption of access during construction would be
managed in consultation with affected landowners.
Bells Line of Road is a state road and plays an important role in meeting both domestic and commercial transport needs. The
proposed upgrades to overtaking lanes have been designed to maintain the effective movement of goods and people on this
through route between Lithgow and Richmond.
The new overtaking lanes would increase capacity, allow motorists to safely overtake trucks, buses and vehicles towing
caravans. This would help reduce the number of risky manoeuvres motorists sometimes take to overtake these vehicles.
The proposed overtaking lanes would increase opportunities for all motorists, including tourists, that are using the route to
pass slow moving vehicles.
The proposal aims to:
•
•
•
•
•

Improve traffic efficiency for road users
Improve the road safety environment
Minimise environmental impacts
Avoid the need for private property acquisition or revocation of National Park land
Provide a value for money solution within the proposed project budget.

The provision of additional overtaking opportunities on Bells Line of Road between Kurrajong Heights and Lithgow would not
change accessibility of the road for heavy vehicles. The proposal would provide a safer route for all road users.

Concern that
speed limit is
increased to 100
km/h
One comment

Roads and Maritime is responsible for the setting and signposting of safe and appropriate speed limits in NSW accordance
with NSW Speed Zoning Guidelines.
Speed limits in NSW, as in other parts of Australia, are determined by a number of factors including the road geometry,
surrounding conditions, road usage, adjacent development, vehicle types and volumes, crash history and the number of
access points along the route.
Roads and Maritime aims to provide consistent speed limits for motorists on NSW roads, which accurately reflect the road
and surrounding environment in line with the NSW Speed Zoning Guidelines.
Two speed limit reviews have been carried out by Roads and Maritime in 2008 and 2012 on Bells Line of Road and the speed
limits at that time were considered to be appropriate and in accordance with the Speed Zoning Guidelines.
The speed limits on Bells Line of Road provide consistent 60 km/h speed limits through residential/commercial areas and 80
km/h on rural stretches. A 100 km/h speed limit is only warranted on higher quality lengths of rural road.

The government
should build a
new four lane
road from the
M7 Motorway to
Lithgow and a
breakdown lane
on Bells Line of
Road

In 2012 the Australian and NSW governments jointly announced a Long Term Strategic Corridor Plan (the Plan) for the Bells
Line of Road. It recommended measures and priorities for the short, medium and long term future development of the road
corridor.

One comment

Any work to upgrade Bells Line of Road beyond the current safety upgrades is part of Roads and Maritime future planning for
the road network.

The two broad improvement programs included:
•
•

A major upgrade in the longer term, with associated connections to the broader road network and corridor reservation
in the interim (eastern section).
Short and medium term improvements focused on the existing corridor (primarily focussed on overtaking lanes and
road safety along the central and western sections).

Recommendations
Roads and Maritime has considered all of the feedback received and has decided to proceed with the
proposed overtaking lane on Bells Line of Road four kilometres west of Kurrajong Heights.

Next steps
Construction work to build the overtaking lane is expected to start in December 2015. We will provide
more information to the community about the expected impacts before work starts.

Appendix A – April 2014 consultation material

Appendix B – May and June 2014 consultation material

Appendix C – distribution area

The distribution area is highlighted in yellow on the map:
• Berambing, population of 28
• Bilpin, population of 843
• Kurrajong Heights, population of 873.
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