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The Wodi Wodi people  
of the lower Shoalhaven 
responded in part to the 
establishment of the Berry 
Estate at Coolangatta with  
the development of an 
Aboriginal settlement adjacent 
to the European one. The 
settlement may have had an 
independent ‘fringe’ character, 
as well as a more formal and 
estate sanctioned function. 
It is known that Aboriginal 
people were employed  
on the estate, and the 
encampment probably served 
as a residence for these 
workers. Egloff (1995) states 
that the camp grew with the 
Berry Estate and a number  
of the Aboriginal people were 
employed to grow vegetables. 

There were cholera and 
typhoid epidemics in the 
Coolangatta camp in the late 
1890s, which were followed 
by the breakup of the Berry 
Estate lands and the end of 
the practice of managers 
looking after the camp. 
The Board for Protection of 
Aborigines moved residents  
to a newly proclaimed 
Reserve at Roseby Park 
(Orient Point) in 1900 (Antill 
1982, Bayley 1975, Egloff, 
Navin and Officer 1995). 

There are only fragments 
of remaining ethnographic 
information for the Southern 
Illawarra Range. From these, 
it can be demonstrated that 
Aboriginal people utilised 
specific routes and passes 
across the range. Certain 
places had cosmological and/
or high cultural significance. 

Prior to the 1860s all European 
access into Kangaroo Valley 
was via established bridle 
trails which followed existing 
Aboriginal trails or were  
based on routes originally 
revealed by Aboriginal guides. 
The Wattamolla and Woodhill 
Mountain Roads generally 
follow these routes. 

Coolangatta Mountain 
has been recorded as a 
cosmological site which 
features strongly in local 
spiritual beliefs (Matthews, 
1896, Matthews, 1898).  
The name was originally 
recorded by Surveyor  
James McBrien in 1824 as 
Aboriginal meaning ‘high 
hill’ (Antill. 1982; op cit). It is 
believed that the mountain 
was where the dead went  
after burial in midden sands. 
The spirits of the recently 
buried had to ascend from  
a rock on the mountain’s 
eastern side to a world of 
spirits. In doing so, they were 
required to avoid various 
dangers which were relative  
to their life’s deeds. 

The remains of a ceremonial 
male burial ground on the 
south-west slopes of Moeyan 
Hill were first recorded by 
Mathews in 1896. The ground 
was shown to Matthews 
by a group of Aboriginal 
people and he observed 
an Aboriginal ceremony. 
Matthews identified the 
ceremony as a bunan –  
an initiation ceremony lasting 
several days, for boys 
approaching puberty.  
The ceremony included 
aspects of tribal lore through 
the use of dance, drama  
and instructional pictures  
and the removal of a top  
front tooth from the initiates. 

Matthews describes the 
existence of 29 carved trees 
with geometric linear designs, 
together with nondescript 
patterns and devices cut into 
the soil and numerous raised 
earth figurative sculptures. 
The area of the Moeyan 
Hill ceremonial ground 
is subdivided into rural 
residential lots and includes 
a number of residential 
buildings together with 
cleared slopes supporting 
pasture grasses. The tributary 
creekline is still evident, 
and there is remnant and 
regenerating forest on the 
steeper and upper gradients 
of Moeyan Hill. 

The area of the bunan  
ground, together with 
the Moeyan Hill region in 
general is valued by the 
local Aboriginal community 
as a landscape of cultural 
significance. Both form an 
integral component of a larger 
cultural landscape within 
the lower Shoalhaven which 
includes the Illawarra Range 
and Mount Coolangatta.

The Bomaderry Aboriginal 
Children’s Home was 
established by the Bomaderry 
United Aboriginal Mission in 
1908 when it received seven 
‘native’ children, six orphans 
and one baby ‘rescued’ by 
Miss Thompson, ‘a missionary 
to the Aborigines’ (Bayley 
1975:176). It was situated at  
59 Belinda Street Bomaderry 
and consisted of a range  
of cottages, dorms and 
grounds (Alice Adams in  
DEC 2005:1 5). 

The Home continued to 
operate under a number of 
authorities until 1988 when  
it was closed. Many Aboriginal 
people of the Shoalhaven  
can relate childhood 
experiences at the home, 
most following removal from 
their families – members of 
what are now known as the 
stolen generation. The Nowra 
Local Aboriginal Land Council 
bought the property in 1993.

Within the Illawarra region, 
large and old growth fig trees 
are considered to be of high 
Aboriginal cultural value. 
Trees which are large and 
mature, or can be classified 
as old-growth are of stated 
cultural significance to at  
least some Aboriginal 
stakeholders in the Illawarra.

Three large or old growth  
fig trees (MFT24 – MFT26) 
have been noted within or 
near the proposal. All of  
these are interpreted as 
trees which have grown 
and matured within an open 
grassland environment,  
after the clearance of the 
original high canopy forest. 
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