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4. URBAN DESIGN STRATEGY

4.1 INTRODUCTION
Overall the landscape design has been influenced by the 
informal, coastal character of the settlement of Burrill 
Lake and the natural environment of the Lake itself. The 
design seeks to complement and enhance this existing 
landscape character rather than substantially alter it. 
It also reflects the relatively low-speed environment, 
and has been designed so that motorists recognise 
the surrounding urban community that is reinforced by 
pedestrian-scale landscape planting and street trees. 

A 60km/hr design speed and the posted speed has been 
adopted in the design. The horizontal geometry of the 
road is relatively straight with only slight bends at the 
northern and southern approaches. The roundabouts 
provided at either end link the highway to the surrounding 
local road network and serve to reinforce the desired 
speed environment of the road.

Fig. 4.1: Proposed street tree - Tuckeroo 

4.2 URBAN DESIGN CONCEPT
The following describes the key features of the Urban 
Design concept:

Street Tree Planting

Native street trees, of a moderate-size, would be 
established along the local village from the roundabouts 
to the village centres. These street trees would increase 
the attractiveness of the centres and provide shade, whilst 
highlighting the shopping areas to passing motorists. The 
size of the trees would also reflect the pedestrian-scale 
of the centres and would be located at an appropriatley 
safe distance from the highway carriageways. 

Other groups of native trees would also be established to 
replace trees lost through the project and enhance the 
overall landscape character. Particular areas where new 
trees are to be planted include the area opposite Lion’s 
Park at the southern end of the bridge, and the area near 
the entrance to Princes Avenue South on the northern 
side of the bridge. These new trees would ensure the 
visual environment remains pleasant and that affected 
areas are enhanced.

Public open spaces

There is an opportunity for the creation of a new public 
space near the southern end of the new bridge, on the 
western side near the shopping area. The space would 
be connected both by steps up to the new highway and 
bridge, and a new footpath under the bridge connecting 
it to Lion’s Park. There would be an open grassed area, 
new trees for shade and some seating.  

The removal of the old bridge has provided a unique 
opportunity to create two new public spaces at either 
end of the old bridge to allow the public to sit and enjoy 
the waterside close to the shopping areas. At both of 
these locations the foreshore area will be reinstated 
as far as practicable, agreed in consultation with NSW 
Fisheries. , The area on the land-side of this would be 
landscaped with an informal design of low native grasses, 
groundcovers and shrubs to reflect the sensitive nature 
of this environment. Low-key paths and seating would be 
provided to entice people to take advantage of the lake 
views and park setting. On the southern side another 
larger area is available for the creation of a public space. 

Pedestrian accessibility

Pedestrian accessibility between the northern and 
southern ends of the village and between the western 
and eastern ends separated by the highway has been 
maximised. Footpaths and shared paths designed to 
accessible gradients are provided along the length of the 
project whilst stairs are provided at convenient locations 
near the village centres as a shorter option. 

Pedestrian crossings are facilitated at both roundabouts 
as well as a crossing centred to the northern village 
centre. New bus stop and car parking locations are easily 
accessed from both centres.

Pedestrian paths are also provided underneath the 
bridge connecting between eastern and western land 
uses. However, it should be noted that due to the low 
height of the bridge, the space available for access is 
constrained.

Screening for private properties

Native vegetation screening would be provided to a 
number of private properties at the northern end of the 
new bridge (eastern side) that back onto the highway 
corridor, to reduce visual impact. It is proposed to also 
include a screening fence alongside the highway to 
separate these properties from it. Native plants would be 
established behind that wall and down the embankment 
to both provide a landscape screen to the adjacent 
properties and stabilise the embankment. These plants 
would achieve a screen of at least 3m high that would 
screen the fence and increase the overall visual amenity 
for the affected residents, meaning that residents would 
have no views of the new section of highway. 

Embankment treatments 

All new embankments would be stabilised by either 
grasses or landscape planting. Embankments close 
to the village areas and Lion’s Park are to be planted 
with feature native shrubs and groundcovers that would 
create an attractive embankment garden appropriate to 
these public areas.  

Where new embankments are adjacent to bushland 
areas native shrubs and groundcovers would be planted 
to rehabilitate disturbed areas and blend with the existing 
bushland. It is important that grasses and other exotic 
plants would not be used in these naturally sensitive 
areas so as to minimise the potential for weeds to invade 
the bushland. 

The design enhances the public spaces and settings of 
the two village areas of Burrill Lake, with street trees 
located to highlight and draw visitors towards these 
key areas. Landscaping is then used to promote the 
pedestrian environment and create attractive areas to sit 
and walk, with clear views of the Lake ever present. 

Lion’s Park has by necessity been re-modelled and would 
include new landscape works, a pedestrian pathway 
under the bridge and a new amenities building. Other 
areas have been landscaped to increase the overall tree 
cover, ensure disturbed areas are stabilised and made 
attractive and reduce visual impacts to residents. 
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Bridge Crossing

The bridge crossing is a simple plank and post bridge 
with headstocks at every 18m. The piers are two circular 
columns located approximately 3.0m away from the 
bridge parapets. The headstocks are sloped towards 
the parapets achieving a more slender profile in bridge 
elevation.  Both abutments are retaining wall abutments 
and are currently proposed to be  finished as ribbed 
concrete panels. However, as described in section 
3.2.7, bridge design principles, a natural finish such as 
a rock wall is considered more suitable for this location 
due to its vulnerability to graffiti and its natural setting. 
The bridge has a single footpath on its western side 
connecting the northern and southern ends of the village 
centre. The services pipes are to be located underneath 
the footpath.

The handrail for the bridge is considered to be a highly 
visual element in its elevation. Therefore a non-standard 
handrail is recommended for the bridge. It is also 
considered to be an appropriate location for the inclusion 
of artwork, in the form of a handrail.

The Project is illustrated in the following concept plans 
and cross sections and illustrations of the bridge.

Plant selection

An indicative plant list is provided as Appendix 1. The 
list identifies appropriate plant species for the different 
areas and landscape treatments proposed in the urban 
design concept. The list is not intended to be exhaustive, 
with it instead illustrating the general types of plant 
species that would be suitable for the various locations 
of the project area.

The indicative plant list was developed by considering 
the landscape context, site conditions and plant 
suitability for this coastal, highway environment. Plants 
also need to be able to achieve the desired form and 
size for different areas of the project. Where possible 
preference was given to native plant species of the local 
area (including those identified in the Burrill Lake Bridge 
Ecological Constraints Assessment (GHD, 2012), with 
these supplemented by other more widely-distributed, 
coastal native species to create interest and diversity in 
some areas, particularly the village centres.    

Lion’s Park

Lion’s Park would be altered by the Project as it would 
require the removal of the existing amenities building and 
some vegetation and an altered access. A dry detention 
basin may also be needed, with this being constructed 
in the park near the side of the highway. Over time the 
detention basin would blend with the park landscape as it 
would be grassed and native trees would be established 
around it. A new pathway would be constructed under 
the bridge and through to the shopping area which would 
create a safe alternative to crossing the highway. There 
would also be a new amenities building constructed that 
would be surrounded by new landscape planting that 
would blend it into the park environment. 

Fig. 4.2: Embankments planted with native shrubs close to the 
village areas and at Lion’s Park
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Fig. 4.3: Urban design and landscape plan
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Fig. 4.4: Urban design and landscape plan (cont.)
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Fig. 4.5: Urban design and landscape plan (cont.)
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Fig. 4.6: Urban design and landscape plan (cont.)
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Fig. 4.7: Urban design and landscape plan (cont.)
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Fig. 4.8: Urban design and landscape plan (cont.)
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