
Roads and Maritime Services is planning to upgrade Cessnock Road at Testers Hollow 

to reduce the impact of flooding and improve connectivity. 

Background
Cessnock Road is an important regional transport route 
connecting the Maitland area with the Hunter Expressway 
and broader community. The road is subject to flooding at 
Testers Hollow, which affects local residents, commuters 
and freight in the surrounding area. Severe weather events 
can close Cessnock Road, resulting in social, economic 
and maintenance costs.

The proposed upgrade would raise the height of 
Cessnock Road at Testers Hollow to provide a more 
reliable connection during certain flood events.

The NSW and Australian governments are providing 
$17 million for the proposed upgrade.

Have your say
Residents, businesses and community groups are invited 
to comment on the review of environmental factors (REF) 
for the proposal. 

The REF outlines key features and objectives of the 
proposal, the options Roads and Maritime has considered, 
as well as any potential environmental impacts.

The report is on display between 20 August and 
17 September 2019. You can view it online at rms.work/
testershollow. It is also available at Maitland City Council 
at 285–287 High Street, Maitland or Cessnock City 
Council at 62–78 Vincent Street, Cessnock.

Proposed upgrade of Cessnock Road 
at Testers Hollow
Environmental assessment | August 2019

Cessnock Road at Testers Hollow
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Existing Cessnock RoadProposed Cessnock Road

New road built 1.5 metres higher than existing road to improve flood immunity
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Closure of Cessnock Road at Testers Hollow during 2016 
flood event

Cessnock Road at Testers Hollow looking north towards 
Gillieston Heights

Closure of Cessnock Road during 2016 flood event

Project benefits
The project would:

• Reduce the frequency, duration and impact 
of flood events along Cessnock Road at 
Testers Hollow 

• Improve connectivity between the Maitland area, 
Hunter Expressway and broader community 
during flood events

• Reduce flood-related social, economic and 
maintenance costs 

• Provide better conditions for on-road cyclists

• Improve safety and reduce hazards.



Tie-in to 
Cessnock Road

One lane in 
each direction

Two metre 
shoulders

Tie-in to 
Cessnock 
Road

Maintain private property 
access (combined U-turn 
bay and intersection)

New drainage to 
allow water to pass 
under the new road
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Key features:
• A new two-lane road between Gillieston Heights 

and Cliftleigh, around 1.5 metres higher than 
the existing road, to improve flood immunity

• Built alongside the existing Cessnock Road 
to minimise traffic impacts during construction

• Existing speed limits and property 
access maintained 

• New drainage to allow water to pass freely 
under the new road 

• Two metre wide shoulders to improve 
cyclist access.



Privacy Roads and Maritime Services (“RMS”) is subject to the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (“PPIP Act”) which requires 
that we comply with the Information Privacy Principles set out in the PPIP Act. All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose 
of delivering this project. The information received, including names and addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent documents 
unless a clear indication is given in the correspondence that all or part of that information is not to be published. Otherwise RMS will only disclose 
your personal information, without your consent, if authorised by the law. Your personal information will be held by RMS at Level 8, 266 King Street, 
Newcastle NSW 2300. You have the right to access and correct the information if you believe that it is incorrect.
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 If you need help understanding this 
information, please contact the 
Translating and Interpreting Service 
on 131 450 and ask them to call us 
on 1800 595 220.

For information or to 
make a submission

  1800 595 220

  TestersHollow@rms.nsw.gov.au

  rms.work/testershollow

   Roads and Maritime  
Testers Hollow Project Team  
Locked Bag 2030  
Newcastle NSW 2300

Review of Environmental Factors (REF)
The REF is a planning and assessment report that sets 
out the proposal, its potential environmental and social 
impacts and proposed mitigation measures. It is made 
available for community members and other stakeholders 
to review and submit their comments and questions. 

Roads and Maritime has prepared an REF to assess 
the potential impacts of the proposal, which may 
include dust, noise and vibration (during construction), 
removal of some vegetation, small partial property 
acquisitions as well as impacts on visual, landscape 
and Aboriginal heritage. 

Next steps
The REF is on display and we invite your comment 
between 20 August and 17 September 2019. 

You can view it online at rms.work/testershollow. 
The report is also available at Maitland City Council at 
285–287 High Street, Maitland or Cessnock City Council 
at 62–78 Vincent Street, Cessnock.

Submissions must be received by 5pm on 
17 September 2019.

The process so far

PLANNING AND INVESTIGATIONS

CONSULTATION ON THE PROPOSED UPGRADE

CONCEPT DESIGN AND REVIEW 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS  

FOR THE UPGRADE

SUBMISSIONS REPORT

APPROVAL TO PROCEED

FINALISE DETAILED DESIGN

START CONSTRUCTION*

OPEN TO TRAFFIC*

WE 
ARE 
HERE

*Pending funding approval

Connecting
communities

Improving
safety
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