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Executive summary 
Roads and Maritime Services NSW (Roads and Maritime) proposes to build a new bridge over the 
Macquarie River and construct around 2.2 kilometres of new highway and intersection upgrades between 
the Thompson Street / Whylandra Street intersection and the River Street / Bourke Street intersection in 
Dubbo, NSW (the proposal). 

The Newell Highway is the longest highway in NSW. This main north-south route runs through Dubbo, 
including crossing the Macquarie River over the Emile Serisier Bridge. This bridge crosses the river at a low 
level and is under water when the river floods, causing the bridge to close. When this occurs, long delays 
are experienced in the Dubbo town centre as all traffic is diverted across the LH Ford Bridge. 

The LH Ford Bridge is a high level bridge but cannot currently carry higher mass limit (HML) vehicles such 
as B-Triple road trains. The LH Ford Bridge is currently undergoing strengthening works to accommodate 
HML vehicles (up to a 68 tonne B-Double configuration). These works are not expected to be completed 
until early 2020. Under existing conditions, all HML vehicles are required to travel via the Emile Serisier 
Bridge, which is susceptible to inundation during flood events. During these flood events, HML vehicles are 
required to make a substantial detour to re-join the Newell Highway, increasing journey times and 
decreasing the route’s reliability. 

The Dubbo region is also experiencing significant residential growth, with those areas seeing an increase in 
traffic volumes, worsening issues experienced when the Emile Serisier Bridge is closed due to flooding. 
The proposal will alleviate significant disruptions in Dubbo during a major flood when the Emile Serisier 
Bridge is under water and unable to be used. 

Everick Heritage Consultants have been engaged by Jacobs on behalf of NSW Roads and Maritime 
Service (‘Roads and Maritime’), to prepare a specialist Statement of Heritage Impact (‘SOHI’) in support of 
a Review of environmental factors (‘REF’) for the proposed new bridge over the Macquarie River at Dubbo, 
New South Wales (‘NSW’). 

The proposal would include: 

• Upgrading the Thompson Street/Victoria Street intersection on the Mitchell Highway to accommodate B 
Triple road trains 

• Replacing the existing T intersection at the Thompson Street / Whylandra Street (Newell Highway) 
intersection with a four way intersection with traffic lights that can accommodate heavy vehicles 
Providing a high level flood detour road to the west of the existing Emile Serisier Bridge  

• Construction of about 2.2 kilometres of new carriageway with a single lane in each direction between 
the Thompson Street / Whylandra Street (Newell Highway) intersection and the River Street / Bourke 
Street (Newell Highway) intersection, including:: 
– Two 3.5 metres wide lanes 
– A one metre wide painted median 
– A two metre wide shoulder on both sides of the road 

• Construction of a new 16 span high level bridge over the Macquarie River and Brisbane Street. The 
new bridge would be about 545 metres long and 13 metres wide and would include:  
– Two 3.5 metres wide lanes  
– A one metre wide painted median  
– Twin rail safety barriers 
– A minimum vertical clearance of 0.5 metres over the Macquarie River in the 100 year ARI flood 

event  
– Flood immunity up to the 50 year ARI flood event, determined by the eastern abutment  
– Vertical clearance of 5.3 metres over Brisbane Street. 



New Dubbo Bridge, NSW 
Statement of Heritage Impact 

 

ii  

• Construction of around 55 metres of retaining wall structures along sections of River Street 
• Upgrading the existing four leg intersection at River Street / Newell Highway (Bourke Street) to include 

traffic lights that can accommodate heavy vehicles 
• Construction of a new intersection between Darling Street and Brisbane Street 
• Adjustments to the Brisbane Street / River Street and the Darling Street / River Street intersections 

including removal of access from Darling Street into River Street 
• Road widening and tie-in works  
• Construction of a high level flood route west of the intersection between Thompson Street / Whylandra 

Street (Newell Highway). Widening of the intersection between Mitchell Highway and Thompson Street 
is provided as part of this flood detour route to facilitate heavy vehicle movements when the flood route 
is in operation 

• Relocation and adjustments of utilities, services, drainage and streetlights 
• Property acquisitions, leases and adjustments 
• Landscaping 
• Temporary construction facilities including construction compounds, stockpile sites, crane pads, access 

tracks, erosion and sedimentation measures. 
The proposal will utilise the existing Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge underpass and will not impact on the iron 
lattice structure of the bridge itself. The use of the existing underpass is consistent with the current highway 
corridor. The highway alignment will traverse the identified curtilage of the Mount Olive Cottage and will 
impact on the driveway and its associated plantings; however, it will not affect the main river aspect of the 
cottage. The bridge itself will be located more than 500 metres north of the Mount Olive Cottage and will 
not affect views from the Cottage as it is obscured by riparian vegetation. The new bridge will not affect 
views of the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge. 

The signage and streetlighting from the proposal will likely impact the western views from Mount Olive 
Cottage and the open plain, which is identified as the curtilage of the Mount Olive Cottage. However, it is 
noted that the western view is secondary to the eastern views towards the river. The existing levels of 
signage and lighting will increase at the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge but will be consistent with the 
existing highway signage and lighting. 

As the proposal will not directly affect the fabric of Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge it is considered that a 
CMP is not required prior to project consent. However, as the proposal will have ancillary impact to the 
curtilage of both the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge and Mount Olive Cottage, a Conservation Strategy or 
Policy will be required before construction. The following recommendations are provided to assist Roads 
and Maritime Services and its contractors to undertake the works in such a way that the impacts to the 
heritage values of the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge and Mount Olive Cottage will be substantially 
mitigated. 

Recommendation 1: Conservation Strategy or Policy 
It is recommended that a Conservation Strategy or Policy is written prior to commencement of construction 
works to mitigate impacts to the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge and Mount Olive Cottage. This policy would 
be consistent with Heritage Council Guidelines for Conservation Strategies and Policies. 

(http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/CMSpart2policy.pdf) 

Recommendation 2: Lighting and Signage 
It is noted that street lighting and signage has the greatest potential to impact on the curtilage of both the 
Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge and the Mount Olive Cottage. The impact of the lighting and signage on 
these items would be considered and specifically addressed in the design documents and referenced in the 
Conservation Strategy and Policy. 
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Recommendation 3: Vibration 
It is not considered that the proposal will result in significant impacts from construction vibration during 
construction (insert report reference here). However, as a precautionary measure it is recommenced that 
impacts from vibration to the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge, Mount Olive Cottage and “Tantallon” residence 
are managed as part of the CEMP for the proposal. 

Recommendation 4:  Notification of NSW Heritage Council 
Having consideration for the requirement for approval under s57 of the Heritage Act (1977) and the 
proximity of the proposal to the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge the NSW Heritage Council should be advised 
of the proposal and provided a copy the SOHI for future reference. This notification should be in writing and 
advice regarding standard exemptions (Exemption 7) should be formally sought prior to finalisation of the 
proposal design, prior to final approval or prior to construction 
(http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/StandardExemptions.pdf). 

Recommendation 5:  Notification of Dubbo Regional Council 
Having consideration for the proximity of the proposal to the Mount Olive Homestead the Dubbo Regional 
Council should be advised of the proposal and provided a copy the SOHI for future reference and 
comment. 

Recommendation 6:  Archaeological Relics Unexpected Find Procedure 
Should any items of potential heritage significance be identified in the soil profile during construction it is 
recommended that a ‘Unexpected Finds Procedure’ is put in place. The nature of this Find Procedure 
would be consistent with Roads and Maritime standard practice and procedure in place at the time of 
construction (http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/documents/about/environment/protecting-heritage/managing-
development/unexpected-heritage-items-procedure.pdf). 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of this report  
Everick Heritage Consultants have been engaged by Jacobs on behalf of NSW Roads and Maritime 
Service (‘Roads and Maritime’), to prepare a specialist Statement of Heritage Impact (‘SOHI’) in support of 
a Review of environmental factors (‘REF’) for the proposed new bridge over the Macquarie River at Dubbo, 
New South Wales (‘NSW’) (see Figure 1). 

1.2 Background 
Roads and Maritime Services NSW (Roads and Maritime) proposes to build a new bridge over the 
Macquarie River and construct around 2.2 kilometres of new highway and intersection upgrades between 
the Thompson Street / Whylandra Street intersection and the River Street / Bourke Street intersection in 
Dubbo, NSW (the proposal). 

The Newell Highway is the longest highway in NSW. This main north-south route runs through Dubbo, 
including crossing the Macquarie River over the Emile Serisier Bridge. This bridge crosses the river at a low 
level and is under water when the river floods in events less than 1 in 10 annual recurrence interval (ARI), 
causing the bridge to close. When this occurs, long delays are experienced in the Dubbo town centre as all 
traffic is diverted across the LH Ford Bridge. 

The LH Ford Bridge is a high level bridge but cannot currently carry higher mass limit (HML) vehicles such 
as B-Triple road trains. The LH Ford Bridge is currently undergoing strengthening works to accommodate 
HML vehicles (up to a 68 tonne B-Double configuration). These works are not expected to be completed 
until early 2020. Under existing conditions, all HML vehicles are required to travel via the Emile Serisier 
Bridge, which is susceptible to inundation during flood events. During these flood events, HML vehicles are 
required to make a substantial detour to re-join the Newell Highway, increasing journey times and 
decreasing the route’s reliability.  

The Dubbo region is also experiencing significant residential growth, with those areas seeing an increase in 
traffic volumes, worsening issues experienced when the Emile Serisier Bridge is closed due to flooding. 
The proposal will alleviate significant disruptions in Dubbo during a major flood when the Emile Serisier 
Bridge is under water and unable to be used. 

1.3 The proposal 
The proposal would include: 

• Upgrading the Thompson Street / Victoria Street intersection on the Mitchell Highway to carry 
Performance Based Standard 3A (PBS 3A) heavy vehicles  

• Replacing the existing T intersection at the Thompson Street / Whylandra Street (Newell Highway) 
intersection with a four way intersection with traffic lights that can accommodate heavy vehicles 
Providing a high level flood detour road to the west of the existing Emile Serisier Bridge  

• Construction of about 2.2 kilometres of new carriageway with a single lane in each direction between 
the Thompson Street / Whylandra Street (Newell Highway) intersection and the River Street / Bourke 
Street (Newell Highway) intersection, including: 
– Two 3.5 metres wide lanes 
– A one metre wide painted median 



New Dubbo Bridge, NSW 
Statement of Heritage Impact 

 

2  

– A two metre wide shoulder on both sides of the road 
• Construction of a new 16 span high level bridge over the Macquarie River and Brisbane Street. The 

new bridge would be about 545 metres long and 13 metres wide and would include:  
– Two 3.5 metres wide lanes  
– A one metre wide painted median  
– Twin rail safety barriers 
– A minimum vertical clearance of 0.5 metres over the Macquarie River in the 100 year ARI flood 

event  
– Flood immunity up to the 50 year ARI flood event, determined by the eastern abutment  
– Vertical clearance of 5.3 metres over Brisbane Street. 

• Construction of around 55 metres of retaining wall structures along sections of River Street 
• Upgrading the existing four leg intersection at River Street / Newell Highway (Bourke Street) to include 

traffic lights that can accommodate heavy vehicles 
• Construction of a new intersection between Darling Street and Brisbane Street 
• Adjustments to the Brisbane Street / River Street and the Darling Street / River Street intersections 

including removal of access from Darling Street into River Street 
• Road widening and tie-in works  
• Construction of a high level flood route west of the intersection between Thompson Street / Whylandra 

Street (Newell Highway). Widening of the intersection between Mitchell Highway and Thompson Street 
is provided as part of this flood detour route to facilitate heavy vehicle movements when the flood route 
is in operation 

• Relocation and adjustments of utilities, services, drainage and streetlights 
• Property acquisitions, leases and adjustments  
• Landscaping 
• Temporary construction facilities including construction compounds, stockpile sites, crane pads, access 

tracks, erosion and sedimentation measures. 

1.4 Aims and methodology 
The methodology used for this SOHI is consistent with the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter and the NSW 
Department of Planning (Heritage Division) publication, Assessing Heritage Significance, Statements of 
Heritage Impact (NSW Heritage Office, 2002). 

A Site Inspection of the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge was undertaken by Dr Morgan Disspain of Everick 
Heritage Consultants on 9 October 2018, and of Mount Olive on 12 October 2018 (refer to Appendix 3 for 
site inspection summaries). 

The significance assessment, together with an outline of statutory requirements, informed the impact 
assessment and recommendations. In accordance with the brief the assessment methodology included: 

• Primary and secondary research on the proposal, in order to provide succinct historical summary of the 
proposal, including historical chronological mapping 

• Desktop searches of relevant heritage registers and databases to identify listing within the proposal 
• Detailed mapping of the location of the heritage listings and determine the obligations of Roads and 

Maritime for the identified listings 
• A site inspection of the proposal to evaluate all registered heritage items and identify any further 

unregistered heritage items 
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• An assessment of the significance of any identified heritage items (if any) through the application of the 
NSW Heritage Council seven (7) heritage criterion and the NSW Heritage Branch Assessing 
significance for historical archaeological sites and relics (2009) 

• Preparation of a Statement of Heritage Impact for each identified heritage item  
• A report summarising the findings and appropriate mitigation recommendations to manage impacts to 

heritage items. 
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Figure 1: The proposal 
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2. LEGISLATIVE AND PLANNING CONTEXT 
A number of planning and legislative documents govern how historic heritage is managed in NSW and 
Australia. The following section provides an overview of the requirements under each as they apply to the 
proposal. 

2.1 State legislation 

2.1.1 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
The NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) and its associated regulations 
provide the framework for determining planning approvals for developments and activities in NSW. 
Environmental impacts are interpreted as including impacts to cultural heritage.   

2.1.2 The Heritage Act 1977 (NSW) 
The Heritage Act 1977 (NSW) (Heritage Act) provides protection of the environmental heritage of the State 
which includes places, buildings, works, relics, movable objects or precincts that are of State or local 
heritage significance.  Significance criteria provided by the Heritage Act as discussed in further detail in 
Section 5.1 below. The focus of the legislation is on identifying places of either local or state heritage 
significance and protecting them by registration on heritage registers. Significant historic heritage items are 
afforded little protection (other than at the discretion of councils) where they are not on a heritage register. 

Of note are the provisions allowing for interim heritage orders (Part 3), which grants the Minister or the 
Minister’s delegates, (which importantly may include a local government agent) the power to enter a 
property and provide emergency protection for places that have not yet been put on a heritage register but 
that may be of local or State significance. 

The Heritage Act also makes allowances for the protection of archaeological deposits and relics (Part 6). 
An archaeological "relic" means any deposit, object or material evidence which relates to the non‐Aboriginal 
settlement of the area. Importantly, a former requirement for an archaeological relic to be 50 years or older 
has been repealed. The focus is now on the item’s potential heritage significance, not its age. 

2.1.3 Heritage Act database 
The Heritage Branch Division of OEH maintains registers of heritage places and items that are of State or 
local significance to NSW.  The NSW State Heritage Register (SHR) is the statutory register under Part 3A 
of the NSW Heritage Act whereas the State Heritage Inventory (SHI) is an amalgamated register of items 
listed on LEPs and/or on a State Government Agency’s Section 170 register and may include items that 
have been identified as having state or local level significance. 

Two items listed on the NSW heritage Database and Inventory would be impacted by the proposal and are 
described in Section 3.3 below.  

2.1.4 Dubbo Local Environmental Plan (2011) 
The Dubbo Local Environment Plan (‘LEP’) (2011) provides statutory protection for certain places listed as 
being of heritage significance, generally of historic heritage significance, although on occasions can hold 
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particular significance to the Aboriginal community. It ensures that essential best practice components of 
the heritage decision making process are followed.  

For listed heritage items, relics and heritage conservation areas, the following actions can only be carried 
out with the consent of the Dubbo Regional Council: 

a) demolishing or moving any of the following or altering the exterior of any of the following 
(including, in the case of a building, making changes to its detail, fabric, finish or appearance): 

i. a heritage item; 

ii. an Aboriginal Object; and 

iii. a building, work, relic or tree within a heritage conservation area; 

a) altering a heritage item that is a building by making structural changes to its interior or by making 
changes to anything inside the item that is specified in Schedule 5 in relation to the item; 

b) disturbing or excavating an archaeological site while knowing, or having reasonable cause to 
suspect, that the disturbance or excavation will or is likely to result in a relic being discovered, 
exposed, moved, damaged or destroyed; 

c) disturbing or excavating an Aboriginal place of heritage significance; 

d) erecting a building on land: 

i. on which a heritage item is located or that is within a heritage conservation area, or 

ii. on which an Aboriginal Object is located or that is within an Aboriginal place of 
heritage significance; and 

e) subdividing land:  

i. on which a heritage item is located or that is within a heritage conservation area, or  

ii. on which an Aboriginal Object is located or that is within an Aboriginal place of 
heritage significance.  
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3. HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

3.1 Historical development 
The Dubbo Urban Heritage Review (Christo Aitken & Associates 2007: 86-87) provides the following broad 
history of settlement of Dubbo: 

The environmental heritage of the city of Dubbo includes many items and features of State and National 
Significance. Taken as a whole, it records the physical evolution of a country town and its rural hinterland, 
with its own special characteristics deriving from climate, early isolation and changing economic 
circumstances. Representative buildings survive from all major periods, many of which are essentially 
intact, together with archaeological evidence of historic interest. 

Its architecture is notable for its departure from period fashions and the persistence of early vernacular 
features. Many rural homesteads are outstanding examples of early pastoral development and are 
exceptional for their age, style, history and state of preservation. In the central urban area there are many 
excellent nineteenth and early twentieth century buildings, whilst suburban areas feature houses of a 
distinctly local character. Houses of the 1920s and 1930s are of particular interest. There are also items 
and sites of special significance for industrial and pre-history archaeologists. Scenic rural landscapers and 
urban landscape features like the Macquarie River foreshores provide an outstanding setting for many 
heritage items, and development generally. 

3.2 Historic timeline 
The following table provides a chronological history relevant to the proposal (Table 1). Figure 2 though to 
Figure 4 depict historical images of places nearby the proposal. 

Table 1: Historical timeline: Dubbo, NSW 

DATE LOCATION DESCRIPTION 

1818 Dubbo John Oxley passed through the district that became Dubbo. 

1824 Macquarie River Land permits to GJ Palmer and John Wylde to occupy land two geographical 
miles in every direction adjacent to the Macquarie River. By 1828, Palmer had 
13,000 acres, 1847 head of cattle and 6133 sheep. 

1837 ‘Dubbo’ - four miles 
south of the present 
city. 

Robert Venour Dulhunty took out a licence legalising his occupancy, at ‘Dubbo’, 
the aboriginal word meaning ‘red earth’. He also married this year. ‘Dubbo’ was 
four miles south of the present city. 

1840 The Dundullimal run The Dundullimal run was established in the late 1830's by brothers Charles 
Campbell and Dalmahoy Campbell. Built around 1840 as the head station of a 
6,500-hectare squatting run, Dundullimal Homestead is believed to be the oldest 
surviving slab hut house in Australia and is Dubbo's oldest building open to the 
public. 

1841 Southeast corner of 
Macquarie and 
Cobra streets. 

Jean de Bouillon Emile Serisier opened a store on the southeast corner of 
Macquarie and Cobra streets, thus being the first settler of the town. 

1846 Dubbo court house On 22 December, Dubbo was proclaimed a place for holding a Court of Petty 
Sessions. A Court House was built. 

1849  Dubbo Dubbo is gazetted a village on 23 November.  

1851 Dubbo. Census reveals a population of 28 males and 19 females. 
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DATE LOCATION DESCRIPTION 

1862 Dubbo Post Office and money order system established; Police Act extended to Dubbo. 

1866 Dubbo Bridge First bridge across the Macquarie River, opened on 24 May by the Governor and 
Sir Samuel Saul. A ball was held on the bridge, with Miss Campbell of 
Bunglegumbie playing the piano. Establishment of the ‘Dubbo Dispatch’ 
newspaper. Population noted as 500. 

1867 Dubbo Dubbo experiences a major flood 

1879 Dubbo Lattice 
Railway Bridge 

Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge designed by Anglo-Australian railway engineer 
John Whitton. 

1881 Dubbo Lattice 
Railway Bridge 

Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge built by Henry Albert Brigg. 

1885 Dubbo Dubbo is proclaimed a town on 20 March 

1966 Dubbo Dubbo proclaimed a City by His Excellency Sir Roden Cutler, at 1.30pm on 12 
September (population 15,364). 

1969 LH Ford Road 
Bridge 

L H Ford Road Bridge constructed. 

 

 

Figure 2: Macquarie Street, Dubbo, with the river in flood in 1896 (Macquarie Regional Library) 
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Figure 3: Children standing at the edge of the water with views to the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge in 
Macquarie Street during the 1920 flood (Macquarie Regional Library) 

 

Figure 4: Macquarie Street north, looking north, Dubbo 1870–1875 (Mitchell Library, State Library of NSW) 
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3.3 Historic Heritage Register and database search results 
In total there are 19 nationally-listed heritage items, nine state records, and 175 local heritage items in the 
Dubbo LGA. Searches were made of relevant Commonwealth, State and local heritage resisters on which 
historical heritage places are entered on 26 June 2018. Results are as follows:  

The Australian National Heritage List: Contains no Historic and Aboriginal heritage listings within the 
footprint of the proposal area.  

Commonwealth Heritage List: Contains no Historic and Aboriginal heritage listings within the footprint of 
the proposal.  

The World Heritage List: Contains no Historic and Aboriginal heritage listings within the footprint of the 
proposal.  

The State Heritage Inventory: Contains one (1) Historic Heritage listing within the vicinity of the proposal. 
This item is the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge over the Macquarie River (Figure 2 and Figure 3), which is 
located approximately 100 m south the new bridge. The bridge is one of John Whitton's single-track lattice 
bridges, which were typical of the period of construction and is of high significance to the state system. The 
viaduct leading to the bridge was originally timber but has been replaced by PWG steel. This bridge is a 
member of the most significant group of colonial bridges in NSW. Collectively, as items of railway 
infrastructure, they contributed significantly to the history and development of NSW. Each bridge is an 
imposing structure at its site. In terms of contemporary bridge technology, the wrought iron lattice bridge 
was among the best for major bridgeworks. The detailed heritage listing for this item is included as 
Appendix A. 

Dubbo Local Environment Plan 2011 (LEP): Contains five (5) heritage listings within proximity to the 
proposal (Figure 5). The listings are:  

• Railway Bridge – Bligh Street (I19) 
• Macquarie River Rail Bridge (west of railway station) - Lot RAIL, DP 758361 (I238) 
• “Ranelagh” - Gilgandra Road, Lot 518, DP 603598 (I121) 
• “Tantallon” – Bourke Street, Lot 21, DP 715331 (I122) 
• Cottage - 2 Roper Street, Lot 1, DP 1148881 (I203) 
• “Mount Olive” – 6 Bunglegumbie Road, Lot 3, DP 250606 (I62). 

Of these listings, two places may be physically impacted by the proposal, being 

• Mount Olive (I62), and  
• the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge (I19).  

It is noted that the proposal is adjacent to the curtilage of the “Tantallon” residence located on Bourke 
Street, however it is not considered that there will be any direct impacts to this property as the proposal 
only involves minor upgrades to the existing road pavement. Indirect impacts from vibration have been 
noted however will be mitigated through the Construction Environment Management Plan (CEMP). 

The remaining heritage items have not been assessed as it is not considered the proposal will physically 
impact the items or their curtilage.  
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Figure 5: Maps from Dubbo LEP 2011 of heritage listings located near to the proposal 
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4. SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT 

4.1 Significance criteria assessment 
In order to understand impact upon a heritage site it is essential to understand why a site is significant. An 
assessment of significance is undertaken to explain why a particular site is important and to enable the 
appropriate site management to be determined. Cultural significance may be derived from a place’s fabric, 
association with a person or event, or for its research potential, and is defined in The Burra Charter: The 
Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance 2013 (the Burra Charter) as meaning 
"aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual value for past, present or future generations" (Article 1.2). 

The Assessing Heritage Significance (NSW Heritage Office, 2001) guidelines establish seven criteria under 
which a place can be evaluated in the context of State or local historical themes. The following statements 
are provided to assess the potential significance of the Study Area. 

4.1.1 Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge  
It is noted that the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge has been assessed as being of State heritage significance 
and is listed under the Heritage Act 1977 (NSW). The following information provides a summary of the 
significance assessment and is based on the Heritage Database listing (refer Appendix 1). 

Criterion (a): an item is important in the course, or pattern, of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or 
the local area). 

Twelve wrought iron lattice railway bridges were built in NSW during the boom period for railway 
construction 1871-1887, starting at Aberdeen and ending at Cowra. Nine of the survivors are owned and 
managed by the Rail Access Corporation. 

Criterion (b): an item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of 
persons, of importance in NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the local area). 

The Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge was not found to be significant under this criterion.  

Criterion (c): an item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of 
creative or technical achievement in NSW (or the local area). 

All nine iron lattice railway bridges are imposing structures. 

Criterion (d): an item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in 
NSW for social, cultural or spiritual reasons (or the local area). 

Every iron lattice railway bridge crossed a major river, which made it possible for the railway extension to 
develop the districts reached, socially and commercially. 

Criterion (e): an item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of NSW’s 
cultural or natural history (or the local area). 

The iron lattice bridge was a technically sound structure for the bridge technology of the late colonial 
period. Its strength and durability have shown it to have been a very cost-effective form of bridge. 

Criterion (f): an item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s cultural or natural 
history (or the local area). 

The Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge is not determined to meet this heritage criteria. 
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Criterion (g): an item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s cultural 
or natural places or cultural or natural environments (or the local area). 

Collectively, the iron lattice railway bridges represent a significant class of bridge structure.   

4.1.2 Mount Olive Cottage 
It is noted that the Mount Olive Cottage has been assessed as being of local heritage significance and is 
listed under the Dubbo LEP (2011). The Heritage Inventory listing does not assess the Mount Olive Cottage 
against the national heritage criteria, however the following provides an assessment and is based on 
information within the Heritage Inventory Listing (refer Appendix 2). 

Criterion (a): an item is important in the course, or pattern, of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the local 
area). 

The cottage is an example of one of the earliest houses in the Dubbo area and is a rare example of period 
architecture from the 1860’s.  

Criterion (b): an item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of 
persons, of importance in NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the local area). 

The Mount Olive Cottage is not associated with the life or work of a person or group of persons of 
importance in NSW Cultural or Natural history. 

Criterion (c): an item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of 
creative or technical achievement in NSW (or the local area). 

The cottage has a hipped corrugated iron roof with the original shingles underneath. A skillion verandah 
runs around the front and sides. Coursed rough cut stones, of varying sizes, with vermiculated stone 
quoining on corners and around openings. Still some remnants of former outbuildings, e.g. old well. House 
has a large cellar. 

Criterion (d): an item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in 
NSW for social, cultural or spiritual reasons (or the local area). 

Mount Olive was originally part of Bunglegumbie run, land selected by Frederick and Salome Kurtz in the 
late 1860's. Kurtz established the district's first vineyard which became one of the best in Australia. The 
cottage is associated with the early European (non-English) migrants in the development of rural Australia. 

Criterion (e): an item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of NSW’s 
cultural or natural history (or the local area). 

The Mount Olive Cottage is not assessed to meet this heritage criteria. 

Criterion (f): an item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s cultural or natural 
history (or the local area). 

The Mount Olive Cottage is a rare example of 1860’s and 1870’s architecture in Dubbo. 

Criterion (g): an item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s cultural 
or natural places or cultural or natural environments (or the local area). 

The Mount Olive Cottage is representative of rural architectural styles in the 1860’s and 1870’s. 



New Dubbo Bridge, NSW 
Statement of Heritage Impact 

 

14  

4.2 Statement of Heritage Significance 

4.2.1 Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge 
The following Statement of Heritage Significance is provided in the NSW Heritage Database listing (see 
Appendix 1). 

The bridge at the end of the yard is one of John Whitton's single-track lattice bridges which were 
typical of the period of construction and is of high significance to the state system. The viaduct in 
leading to the actual bridge was originally timber but has been replaced by PWG steel.  

This bridge is a member of the most significant group of colonial bridges in New South Wales. 
Collectively, as items of railway infrastructure, they contributed significantly to the history and 
development of New South Wales. Each bridge is an imposing structure at its site. In terms of 
contemporary bridge technology, the wrought iron lattice bridge was among the best for major 
bridgeworks. 

4.2.2 Mount Olive Cottage 
The following Statement of Heritage Significance is provided in the NSW Heritage Inventory listing (see 
Appendix 2). 

Property of considerable historic and archaeological significance. The house is an attractive stone 
building, one of the few surviving in the City. Typical style with individual detailing. 
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5. STATEMENT OF HERITAGE IMPACT (SOHI) 
The Statement of Heritage Impacts Guideline (NSW Heritage Office 2002) has been used to evaluate and 
explain how the proposal would impact on heritage value. An assessment of heritage impact would also 
address how the heritage value of the site/place can be conserved or maintained, or preferably enhanced 
by the proposal.  

5.1 Nature of potential impacts 
The following is a summary of the anticipated impacts to heritage items that are reasonably expected to 
result from the proposal: 

• Construction of the highway within the western curtilage of the Mount Olive Cottage including removal 
of a portion of planting along the driveway 

• Upgrade of the existing Newel Highway within the curtilage of the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge. 

5.1.1 The following aspects of the proposal respect or enhance the 
heritage significance of the item or conservation area for the 
following reasons 

The proposal will be retained within the footprint of the existing Newell Highway within the Dubbo Lattice 
Railway Bridge underpass. It is not anticipated that any physical works will affect the iron latticework of the 
Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge. The revised alignment along the western bank of the Macquarie River will 
provide for extended views of the bridge for south-bound travelers and will reduce traffic across the Emile 
Serisier Bridge, which will have the effect of increasing visual access to the rail bridge.  

The proposal will avoid the physical structure of the Mount Olive Cottage and its historic gardens and views 
that face the Macquarie River. The proposal is located approximately 150 metres from the tennis court at 
the front of the house and is situated on an open paddock but will impact on the curtilage of the LEP 
heritage item. 

5.1.2 The following aspects of the proposal will detrimentally impact on 
heritage significance of the Heritage item 

The proposal will have minimal detrimental impact on the western curtilage of the Mount Olive Cottage, and 
in particular the plantings along the driveway. The proposal will directly impact on the driveway to the 
cottage, which is lined with trees. It is noted that the Mount Olive Cottage is not a public building so the 
proposal will not significantly affect aesthetic or educational values of the Cottage. 

The proposal will utilise the existing underpass under the Railway line and will not physically impact the iron 
latticework of the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge, which is located to the east of the current Newel Highway 
underpass. The highway alignment of the proposal located along the western bank of the Macquarie River 
may impact on the aesthetic values of the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge when viewed from the south by 
complicating the background landscape of the bridge. The new bridge location is sufficient distance from 
the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge that it will not overwhelm the aesthetic values of the Bridge. 
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5.1.3 Have more solutions been considered and if so or why have they 
been discounted? 

Alternate options for the location of the new road bridge over the Macquarie River were considered in 2016. 
These included an option of upgrading the existing Emile Serisier Bridge. Additional options both north and 
south were also considered, however were primarily discounted on the grounds of construction feasibility. 

5.2 Requirement for a Conservation Management Plan. 
The following statements are provided to consider the requirement for a Conservation Management Plan 
(‘CMP’). Having consideration for the below, it is considered that a CMP is not required (refer Table 2). 

Table 2: Statements addressing requirements for CMP 

Proposed 
change to a 
heritage item 

Options considered  CMP  
required? 

Addition of a 
building or 
structure 

How is the impact of the addition on the heritage significance of the item to be 
minimised?  

Impacts to the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge will be mitigated by confining the 
alignment to the existing railway underpass. There will be no physical impacts 
to the bridge itself. The current alignment is not under a section of lattice 
bridge. 

The proposal has been designed to avoid the Mount Olive Cottage and 
associated buildings. The proposal will result in the removal of a portion of the 
Mount Olive Cottage driveway including part of two rows of Chinese elm trees 
that line the driveway. These trees were planted in 1994. The proposal will 
impact on the curtilage of Mount Olive Cottage but will not impact on the items 
which are identified in the Dubbo LEP (2010) as making a primary or 
secondary contribution to it heritage significance. 

Conservation 
Strategy and 
Policy 

 Can the additional area be located within an existing structure? If no, why not?  

The proposal has been selected based on a detailed feasibility assessment 
which considered a total of seven options. The proposal was selected as it 
was found to be the best performing option following a value management 
workshop. The proposal is required as it would: 

Provide another river crossing in Dubbo and improve traffic flow during a 100 
ARI flood event 

Provide access from the north into Dubbo’s Central Business District (CBD) 
during a flood during a 100 ARI flood event 

Improve traffic flow in Dubbo and reduce average traffic delays 

Improve local and freight traffic access across the Macquarie River 

Provide access for future growth in north-west Dubbo 

Improve B-Triple road train access 

Will the additions visually dominate the heritage item?  

The work associated with upgrading the Newell Highway underneath the 
existing Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge will not be significantly different visually 
than the existing environment. 
The scale of the highway will not significantly overshadow the Mount Olive 
Cottage. The main aspect of the cottage is looking east across the Macquarie 
River, whereas the proposal is located to the west.  
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Proposed 
change to a 
heritage item 

Options considered  CMP  
required? 

Is the addition sited on any known, or potentially significant archaeological 
deposits? If so, have alternative positions for the additions been considered?  

There are no known archaeological deposits associated with the Dubbo 
Lattice Railway Bridge.  

The Mount Olive property has historically been a vineyard; however, it is 
unlikely that significant archaeological deposits will remain in situ as the 
paddock has been extensively tilled. 

Are the additions sympathetic to the heritage item? In what way (e.g. form, 
proportions, design)?  

The proposal will not directly impact on the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge. 
Impacts to the railway bridge will be additionally considered when designing 
lighting, signage and landscaping. 

The proposal provides a reasonable buffer between the highway and the 
Mount Olive Cottage.  

New Development 
adjacent to a 
heritage item. 

How is the impact of the new development on the heritage significance of the 
item or area to be minimised?  

The new bridge will be located more than 1200 metres north of the Dubbo 
Lattice Railway Bridge and more than 500 metres north of Mount Olive 
Cottage. The visual impact of the new bridge will not significantly affect the 
curtilage or either historic items.  

There will be additional signs and lighting in close proximity to the Dubbo 
Lattice Railway Bridge, however this will be consistent in scale and proportion 
to the existing signage and lighting along the Newell Highway. 

Why is the new development required to be adjacent to a heritage item?  

The proposal has been identified as the preferred option on the grounds of 
construction feasibility. The proposal has been located to substantially avoid 
the fabric of heritage items (Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge and Mount Olive 
Cottage) however will affect the curtilage of the items.  

How does the curtilage allowed around the heritage item contribute to the 
retention of its heritage significance?  

The curtilage around the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge is secondary to the 
engineering and construction values of the bridge. The bridge has a very 
narrow curtilage which is largely defined by the Emile Serisier Bridge to the 
north and Dubbo CBD to the south. This curtilage is not identified in the 
Statement of Heritage Significance (section 5.2.1 above). 

The curtilage around the Mount Olive Cottage includes the landscape towards 
the Macquarie River and the agricultural fields to the west of the Cottage. 
However, the curtilage is of subsidiary heritage value when compared to the 
architecture and construction of the Cottage itself. This curtilage around the 
cottage will not be significantly affected as the proposal will not be 
substantially higher than the existing ground level.  

How does the new development affect views to, and from, the heritage item?  

The new highway intersection near the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge will be 
consistent in scale and proportion with the existing Newel Highway. The main 
visual impact will be from signs and street lights; however, these features are 
already in place on the existing Newell Highway. 

The proposal will not significantly affect views from the Mount Olive Cottage- 
which are predominately to the east across the Macquarie River. The highway 
will increase traffic past the Cottage and increase its prominence. The bridge 

Conservation 
Strategy or 
Policy 



New Dubbo Bridge, NSW 
Statement of Heritage Impact 

 

18  

Proposed 
change to a 
heritage item 

Options considered  CMP  
required? 

will be located more than 500 metres north of the Cottage and will not visually 
dominate the cottage or its immediate curtilage. There may be some impact 
from light pollution when viewed from the cottage. 

What has been done to minimise negative effects?  

The lighting and signage at the Newel Highway intersection near the Dubbo 
Lattice Railway Bridge will be consistent in scale and proportion with that 
already in place. The signage and lighting will be designed to light the bridge 
pavement and not emit high intensity light directly down the river. 

Highway signage and lighting will be minimised in the vicinity of the Mount 
Olive Cottage and landscaping will be complementary to the rural nature of the 
cottage’s curtilage. 

Is the development sited on any known, or potentially significant 
archaeological deposits? If so, have alternative sites been considered? Why 
were they rejected?  

There are no known archaeological deposits associated with the Dubbo 
Lattice Railway Bridge and the alignment will be restricted to the existing 
underpass.  

The Mount Olive property has historically been a vineyard; however, it is 
unlikely that significant archaeological deposits will remain insitu as the 
paddock has been extensively tilled. 

Is the new development sympathetic to the heritage item? In what way (e.g. 
form, siting, proportions, design)?  

The proposal is sympathetic in scale and design with the Dubbo Lattice 
Railway Bridge and the current Newel Highway. The alignment will utilise the 
current railway underpass.  

The location of the proposal in relation to the Mount Olive Cottage is such that 
there will be at least a 150-metre buffer to the Cottage. Further, no major 
physical structures that would overwhelm the Cottage will be in place in its 
immediate vicinity. 

Will the additions visually dominate the heritage item? How has this been 
minimised?  

The intersection of the Newell Highway and the new highway alignment near 
the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge will not be substantially different from the 
existing highway in scale, proportion or form. Signs and slighting will be 
consistent with the current signage and lighting levels on the highway.  

The proposal will not dominate the Mount Olive Cottage as the new bridge is 
>500 metres north and is separated from the cottage by riparian vegetation. 
The highway alignment to the west of Mount Olive Homestead has the 
potential to dominate what is essentially an agricultural landscape. This has 
been minimised in part by aligning the highway to the west of Mount Olive 
Homestead on what is essentially a very broad flat plain which is under 
agricultural production. The scale and proportion of the highway will mostly 
relate to landscaping of batters and drains and via street signs and street 
lighting. 

Will the public, and users of the item, still be able to view and appreciate its 
significance?  

The proposal will not significantly affect public appreciation of the Dubbo 
Lattice Railway Bridge.  

The western façade of the Mount Olive Cottage will have a significant increase 
in public accessibility. 
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5.3 Summary Statement of Heritage Impact 
The proposal for the new Dubbo Bridge has been selected as it would improve access across the 
Macquarie River during periods of flooding. The proposal will utilise the existing Dubbo Lattice Railway 
Bridge underpass and will not impact on the iron lattice structure of the bridge itself which primarily 
contribute to its heritage significance. The use of the existing underpass is consistent with the current 
highway corridor. The proposal will traverse the identified curtilage of the Mount Olive Cottage and will only 
impact on the driveway and its associated plantings along the driveway which date to 1994. The proposal it 
will not affect the cottage, its associated building or the main river which primarily contribute to its heritage 
significance. The new bridge itself will be located more than 500 metres north of the Mount Olive Cottage 
and will not affect views from the Cottage as it is obscured by riparian vegetation. The new bridge will not 
affect views of the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge. 

The signage and streetlighting from the proposal will likely impact the western views from Mount Olive 
Cottage and the open plain that is identified as the curtilage of the Mount Olive Cottage. However, it is 
noted that the western view is secondary to the eastern views towards the river. The existing signage and 
lighting will increase at the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge but will be consistent with the existing highway 
signage and lighting. 

It is noted that the proposal is adjacent to the curtilage of the “Tantallon” residence located on Bourke 
Street, however it is not considered that there will be any direct impacts to this property as the proposal 
only involves minor upgrades to the existing road pavement. Indirect impacts from vibration have been 
noted however will be mitigated through the Construction Environment Management Plan. 
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Figure 6:Location of proposal in relation to the steel lattice Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge  
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6. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
As the proposal will not directly affect the fabric of Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge it is considered that a 
CMP is not required prior to project consent. However, as the proposal will have ancillary impact to the 
curtilage of both the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge and Mount Olive Cottage, a Conservation Strategy or 
Policy will be required before construction. The following recommendations are provided to assist Roads 
and Maritime Services and its contractors to undertake the works in such a way that the impacts to the 
heritage values of the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge and Mount Olive Cottage will be substantially 
mitigated. 

Recommendation 1: Conservation strategy or policy 
It is recommended that a Conservation Strategy or Policy is written prior to commencement of construction 
works to mitigate impacts to the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge and Mount Olive Cottage. This policy would 
be consistent with Heritage Council Guidelines for Conservation Strategies and Policies. 

(http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/CMSpart2policy.pdf) 

Recommendation 2: Lighting and signage 
It is noted that street lighting and signage has the greatest potential to impact on the curtilage of both the 
Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge and the Mount Olive Cottage. The impact of the lighting and signage on 
these items would be considered and specifically addressed in the design documents and referenced in the 
Conservation Strategy and Policy. 

Recommendation 3: Vibration 
It is not considered that the proposal will result in significant impacts from construction vibration during 
construction. However, as a precautionary measure it is recommenced that impacts from vibration to the 
Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge, Mount Olive Cottage and “Tantallon” residence are managed as part of the 
CEMP for the proposal.  

Recommendation 4:  Notification to NSW Heritage Council 
Having consideration for the requirement for approval under s57 of the Heritage Act (1977) and the 
proximity of the proposal to the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge the NSW Heritage Council would be advised 
of the proposal and provided a copy the SOHI for future reference. This notification would be in writing and 
advice regarding standard exemptions (Exemption 7) should be formally sought prior to finalisation of the 
proposal design, prior to final approval 
(http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/StandardExemptions.pdf). 

Recommendation 5:  Notification to Dubbo Regional Council 
Having consideration for the proximity of the proposal to the Mount Olive Homestead the Dubbo Regional 
Council would be advised of the proposal and provided a copy the SOHI for future reference and comment.  

Recommendation 6:  Archaeological relics unexpected find procedure 
Should any items of potential heritage significance be identified in the soil profile during construction it is 
recommended that a ‘Unexpected Finds Procedure’ is put in place. The nature of this Find Procedure 
would be consistent with Roads and Maritime standard practice and procedure in place at the time of 
construction (http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/documents/about/environment/protecting-heritage/managing-
development/unexpected-heritage-items-procedure.pdf).  

 



New Dubbo Bridge, NSW 
Statement of Heritage Impact 

 

22  

7. REFERENCES 
Cardno. 2017, Newell Highway, New Dubbo Bridge: Preliminary Environmental Investigation Report 

Christo Aitken and Associates, 2007, Dubbo Urban Heritage Review 2006-2007.  Unpublished report for 
Dubbo City Council, Dubbo. 

Dubbo Regional Council, Dubbo Local Environmental Plan 2011. 

NSW Heritage Office, 1998, How to prepare archival records. Parramatta: Heritage Office. 

NSW Heritage Office, 2001, Assessing Heritage Significance. Parramatta: Heritage Office. 

NSW Heritage Office, 2002, Statements of Heritage Impact. Parramatta: Heritage Office. 

NSW Heritage Office, 2006, Photographic recording of heritage items using film or digital capture. 
Parramatta: Heritage Office. 

  



New Dubbo Bridge, NSW 
Statement of Heritage Impact 

 

23  

APPENDIX 1: DUBBO LATTICE RAILWAY BRIDGE 
OVER MACQUARIE RIVER LISTING 
Item details 

Name of item: Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge over Macquarie River 

Other name/s: Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge 

Type of item: Built 

Group/Collection: Transport - Rail 

Category: Railway Bridge/ Viaduct 

Location: Lat: -32.2438661907 Long: 148.5997101120 

Primary address: Main Western Railway, 462.762 km, Dubbo, NSW 2830 

Local govt. area: Dubbo 

Local Aboriginal Land Council: Dubbo 

Street Address Suburb/town LGA Parish County Type 

Main Western railway, 462.762 km Dubbo Dubbo     Primary Address 

 

Owner/s 

Organisation Name Owner Category Date Ownership Updated 

Rail Infrastructure Corporation State Government   

________________________________________ 

Statement of significance: 

The bridge at the end of the yard is one of John Whitton's single-track lattice bridges which were typical of 

the period of construction and is of high significance to the state system. The viaduct in leading to the 

actual bridge was originally timber but has been replaced by PWG steel. 

This bridge is a member of the most significant group of colonial bridges in New South Wales. Collectively, 

as items of railway infrastructure, they contributed significantly to the history and development of New 

South Wales. Each bridge is an imposing structure at its site. In terms of contemporary bridge technology, 

the wrought iron lattice bridge was among the best for major bridgeworks. 

Date significance updated: 10 Aug 06 

Note: The State Heritage Inventory provides information about heritage items listed by local and State 

government agencies. The State Heritage Inventory is continually being updated by local and State 

agencies as new information becomes available. Read the OEH copyright and disclaimer. 
 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/support/copyright-and-disclaimer
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Description 

Designer/Maker: John Whitton, Engineer-in-Chief for Railways 

Builder/Maker: Benjamin Barnes, ironwork by Cochrane & Co, Middlesbrough, England 

Construction 
years: 

1884-1884 

Physical 
description: 

A 3-span continuous iron lattice bridge. The spans are 159 feet to centres of 
piers and the lattice work has 4 triangulations.  
 
The piers of pairs of cast iron cylinders (supplied by Cochrane & Co, England)  
 
The bridge has wrought iron plate web girders at each end of the lattice bridge. 

Physical 
condition 
and/or 
Archaeological 
potential: 

Physical condition is good. 

 
Date condition updated:10 Aug 06 

Current use: Carries the single track Main West Railway 

Former use: Carries the single track Main West Railway 

 

History 

Historical 
notes: 

During the 20-year period 1873-1893 there was a massive programme of public works 
in New South Wales, particularly in expanding the road and rail networks. It was a 
boom period that ended with a severe economic depression.  
 
Despite the boom conditions, the respective Chief Engineers, for Roads (William C 
Bennett) and for Railways (John Whitton) were constrained to economise by using as 
much local material as possible, consequently an enormous amount of hardwood 
timber was used for bridgeworks, mostly timber beam and timber truss bridges.  
 
However, there were many major rivers to be crossed, requiring long span bridges, for 
which no form of timber bridge was suitable. These large bridges had to be metal and 
supplied from England, a very expensive import cost to the successive colonial 
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governments.  
 
Both Chief Engineers were British so they chose the widely used wrought iron lattice 
truss bridge in the half-through form. Twelve of these were built for the railways and 24 
for roads.  
 
These two sets of iron lattice bridges are the most significant group of bridges of the 
colonial period. A high percentage are extant and still in use, 11 on railways and 18 on 
roads.  
 
The current railway lattice bridges are,  
 
1876 Macquarie River at Bathurst, 1881 Murrumbidgee River at Wagga Wagga,  
1881 Macquarie River at Wellington, 1882 Peel River at Tamworth  
1882 MacDonald River at Woolbrook, 1884 Murray River at Albury  
1884 Macquarie River at Dubbo 1885 Murrumbidgee River at Narrandera  
1887 Lachlan River at Cowra.  
 
Two former railway lattice bridges (1885 Georges River at Como and 1886 Parramatta 
River at Meadowbank) were converted for use by pedestrian/cycle ways.  
 
The 1871 lattice railway bridge over the Hunter River at Aberdeen was replaced by 
steel girders and demolished. 

 

Historic themes 

Australian theme 
(abbrev) 

New South Wales theme Local theme 

3. Economy-Developing 
local, regional and national 
economies 

Transport-Activities associated with the moving of 
people and goods from one place to another, and 
systems for the provision of such movements 

(none)- 

 

Assessment of significance 

SHR Criteria a) 
[Historical 
significance] 

Twelve wrought iron lattice railway bridges were built in New South Wales 
during the boom period for railway construction 1871-1887, starting at 
Aberdeen and ending at Cowra.  
Nine of the survivors are owned and managed by the Rail Access 
Corporation. 

SHR Criteria c) 
[Aesthetic 
significance] 

All nine iron lattice railway bridges are imposing structures. 
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SHR Criteria d) 
[Social significance] 

Every iron lattice railway bridge crossed a major river which made it 
possible for the railway extension to develop the districts reached, socially 
and commercially. 

SHR Criteria e) 
[Research potential] 

The iron lattice bridge was a technically sound structure for the bridge 
technology of the late colonial period. Its strength and durability have 
shown it to have been a very cost-effective form of bridge. 

SHR Criteria g) 
[Representativeness] 

Collectively, the iron lattice railway bridges represent a significant class of 
bridge structure. 

Assessment 
criteria: 

Items are assessed against the  State Heritage Register (SHR) 
Criteria to determine the level of significance. Refer to the Listings below 
for the level of statutory protection. 

 

Procedures /Exemptions 

Section 
of act 

Description Title Comments Action 
date 

57(2) Exemption 
to allow 
work 

Standard 
Exemptions 

SCHEDULE OF STANDARD 
EXEMPTIONS  
HERITAGE ACT 1977  
Notice of Order Under Section 57 (2) of the 
Heritage Act 1977  
 
I, the Minister for Planning, pursuant to 
subsection 57(2) of the Heritage Act 1977, 
on the recommendation of the Heritage 
Council of New South Wales, do by this 
Order:  
 
1. revoke the Schedule of Exemptions to 
subsection 57(1) of the Heritage Act made 
under subsection 57(2) and published in the 
Government Gazette on 22 February 2008; 
and  
 
2. grant standard exemptions from 
subsection 57(1) of the Heritage Act 1977, 
described in the Schedule attached.  
 
FRANK SARTOR  
Minister for Planning  

Sep 5 
2008 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/listings/criteria.pdf
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/listings/criteria.pdf
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/listings/criteria.pdf
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Sydney, 11 July 2008  
 
To view the schedule click on the Standard 
Exemptions for Works Requiring Heritage 
Council Approval link below. 

 

Listings 

Heritage Listing Listing 
Title 

Listing 
Number 

Gazette 
Date 

Gazette 
Number 

Gazette 
Page 

Heritage Act - State Heritage 
Register 

  01032 02 Apr 
99 

27 1546 

Heritage Act - s.170 NSW State 
agency heritage register 

          

Institution of Engineers (NSW) 
Historic Engineering Marker 

          

 

References, internet links & images 

Type Author Year Title Internet 
Links 

Written Don Fraser 1995 Bridges Down Under 
 

Written John Forsyth   Historical Notes for each of the railway lines 
for each bridge. 

 

Written Ross Best and 
Don Fraser 

1982 Railway Lattice Girder Bridges in New South 
Wales 

 

 

Note: internet links may be to web pages, documents or images. 
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Data source 

The information for this entry comes from the following source: 

Name: Heritage Office 

Database number: 5011997 

File number: EF10/22236 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/HeritageItemImage.aspx?ID=5011997#ad-image-0
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/HeritageItemImage.aspx?ID=5011997#ad-image-1
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/HeritageItemImage.aspx?ID=5011997#ad-image-2
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/HeritageItemImage.aspx?ID=5011997#ad-image-3
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/HeritageItemImage.aspx?ID=5011997#ad-image-4
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/HeritageItemImage.aspx?ID=5011997#ad-image-5


New Dubbo Bridge, NSW 
Statement of Heritage Impact 

 

29  
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APPENDIX 2: MOUNT OLIVE COTTAGE LISTING 
Item details 

Name of item: Mount Olive 

Type of item: Built 

Group/Collection: Farming and Grazing 

Category: Cellar 

Primary address: Bunglegumbie Road, Dubbo, NSW 2830 

Local govt. area: Dubbo 

All addresses 

Street Address Suburb/town LGA Parish County Type 

Bunglegumbie 
Road 

Dubbo Dubbo     Primary Address 

 

Statement of significance: 

Property of considerable historic and archaeological significance. House is an attractive stone building, 
one of the few surviving in the City. Typical style with individual detailing. 

Date significance updated: 17 Dec 99 

Note: The State Heritage Inventory provides information about heritage items listed by local and State 
government agencies. The State Heritage Inventory is continually being updated by local and State 
agencies as new information becomes available. Read the OEH copyright and disclaimer. 

 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/support/copyright-and-disclaimer
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Description 

Physical 
description: 

Old stone cottage. Hipped corrugated iron roof with original shingles under. 
Skillion verandah around front and sides. Coursed rough cut stones, of 
varying sizes, with vermiculated stone quoining on corners and around 
openings. Still some remnants of former outbuildings, e.g. old well. House 
has a large cellar. 

Current use: House 

Former use: House/Winery 

 

History 

Historical notes: Originally part of Bunglegumbie run, land selected by Frederick and Salome 
Kurtz in late 1860's. Kurtz established the district's first vineyard which 
became one of the best in Australia. House built c.1870. The original 
holding has now been subdivided. 

 

Assessment of significance 

Integrity/Intactness: Stonework painted and mortar joints inappropriately refilled. Cement 
verandah floor. Rear extensions visible from main driveway entrance. 

Assessment 
criteria: 

Items are assessed against the  State Heritage Register (SHR) 
Criteria to determine the level of significance. Refer to the Listings below 
for the level of statutory protection. 

 

Study details 

Title Year Number Author Inspected by Guidelines 
used 

Dubbo Heritage 
Study 

1986   Perumal, Wrathall 
& Murphy P/L 

  Yes 

 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/listings/criteria.pdf
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/listings/criteria.pdf
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/listings/criteria.pdf
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References, internet links & images 

 

 

Data source 

The information for this entry comes from the following source: 

Name: Local Government 

Database number: 1520494 

  

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/HeritageItemImage.aspx?ID=1520494#ad-image-0
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APPENDIX 3: SITE INSPECTION REPORT 
The site inspection of the Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge was undertaken on 9 October 2018 by Dr Morgan 
Disspain, Senior Archaeologist, Everick Heritage Consultants. The results of this inspection are provided 
below (Table 3). Photos of the bridge with annotation are provided below. 

 

Table 3: Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge site inspection summary 

ITEM Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge over Macquarie River 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A 3-span continuous iron lattice bridge. The spans are approximately 50 long between 
piers.  

The piers are pairs of cast iron cylinders. 

The bridge has wrought iron plate web girders at each end of the lattice bridge. 

The western and eastern ends of the bridge are constructed of concrete piers – this 
includes the section of the bridge that forms the overpass across the current highway.  

LOCATION Over the Macquarie River at Dubbo, NSW 

FABRIC Iron, concrete, steel, wood. 

CURRENT USE Carries the single-track Main West Railway 

ASSOCIATED FEATURES  

 

 

Figure 7:Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge facing southeast on the western side of the river 
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Figure 8: Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge facing northwest on the western side of the river 

 

Figure 9: Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge facing south from the eastern side of the river 
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Figure 10: Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge overpass on the western side of the river facing northeast 

 

Figure 11: Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge overpass facing north 
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Figure 12: Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge overpass facing south 

 

Figure 13: Dubbo Lattice Railway Bridge overpass showing current traffic 
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Table 4: Mount Olive site inspection summary 

ITEM Mount Olive Cottage 

PHYSICAL 
DESCRIPTION 

Old stone cottage. Hipped corrugated iron roof. Skillion verandah around 
front and sides. Coursed rough cut stones, of varying sizes, with 
vermiculated stone quoining on corners and around openings. Still some 
remnants of former outbuildings, e.g. old well. Recent additions to the 
rear of the house.  

LOCATION Bunglegumbie Road, Dubbo, NSW 2830 

FABRIC Original building now consists of stone, corrugated iron, wood. New 
addition constructed of wooden weatherboards with aluminium windows. 

CURRENT USE House 

ASSOCIATED 
FEATURES 

Garden, driveway, well, outbuildings including a large barn style shed, 
surrounding farmland that was once a vineyard. 

  

 

Figure 14: Mount Olive main entrance (western side) 
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Figure 15: Mount Olive southwestern corner of house 

 

Figure 16: Mount Olive view of rear of house from back garden (facing west) 
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Figure 17: Mount Olive northern side of house showing rear extension 

 

Figure 18: Mount Olive view of rear garden from rear of house facing east 
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Figure 19: Mount Olive view east towards the River facing east from rear garden 

 

Figure 20: Mount Olive view of driveway facing west with Chinese elm trees planted in 1994 
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Figure 21: Mount Olive view to the west towards the proposal from front of house through tennis courts 

 

Figure 22: Mount Olive view west from the front garden towards the proposal 
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Figure 23: Mount Olive view of front of house from the proposal alignment facing west 
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Terms and acronyms used in this report 
 

Term /  Acronym Description 

ARI Annual recurrence interval 

ARL Assessed Risk Level 

CBD Central business district. 

CEMP Construction Environment Management Plan. 

CMP Conservation Management Plan. 

Heritage Act the Heritage Act 1977 (NSW). 

ICOMOS The International Council on Monuments and Sites. 

LEP the Local Environmental Plan. 

LGA Local Government Area. 

NSW New South Wales. 

OEH The New South Wales Office of Environment and Heritage. 

SHI The State Heritage Inventory. 

SHR The State Heritage Register. 

SOHI Statement of Heritage Impact. 

Study Area The new Dubbo bridge between the Newell Highway and River Street, Dubbo, 
NSW as depicted in Figure 1. 

The Consultant Qualified archaeological staff and/or qualified heritage sub-contractors of 
Everick Heritage Pty Ltd. 
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