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Executive summary 
On 17 October 2017 the NSW Government announced 
its decision to progress with the development of the 
F6 Extension Stage 1, between the New M5 Motorway 
at Arncliffe and President Avenue at Kogarah. The 
project aims to increase connectivity for motorists 
travelling between southern Sydney and the wider 
Sydney motorway network.

Roads and Maritime sought feedback on the project’s 
preliminary concept design during a consultation 
period between October and December, 2017. The 
aim of the consultation was to obtain community 
feedback on the preliminary concept design and gain 
an understanding of community concerns.

Consultation activities included: 

• a project update distributed to up to 60,000 
residents within the F6 Extension study area

• nine community ‘Pop-up’ information sessions 
held at local shopping centres in October and 
November, 2017

• doorknocking up to 1,000 residences and businesses 

• an online interactive map that allowed users to 
submit feedback directly onto a project area map

• a 1800 project number and email address for the 
community to contact members of the project team.

Roads and Maritime received 451 comments via the 
online interactive map and the project email address. 
Comments noted during doorknocking, phone calls 
to the 1800 project number and recorded at the 
community ‘Pop-up’ information sessions have also 
been considered in this consultation summary. 

The feedback received from the community focused 
on seven key topics;

1. Community amenity, health and safety 

2. Property and access

3. Local traffic 

4. Air quality

5. Environmental impacts 

6. Construction impacts 

7. Public and active transport infrastructure.

Roads and Maritime has reviewed and summarised 
all feedback received as outlined in this report. The 
project team is also using the community feedback 
as input to further develop the proposal’s design and 
environmental assessment. 

This community feedback summary report is another 
step in the consultation process for this project. 
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1. Introduction

1.1. Background 

The F6 Extension Stage 1, which is the subject of 
this report, is the most northerly section of the F6 
Extension Project, providing the missing link from 
southern Sydney to the wider motorway network.

The F6 Extension will provide a motorway connection 
between the New M5 Motorway at Arncliffe and 
the Princes Highway at Loftus. The existing F6 
reserved corridor is a long standing road reservation, 
first identified in 1951, for a future road connection 
between Sydney and the south.

This link to the south was identified as a priority in 
the NSW Long Term Transport Master Plan 2012 and 
the State Infrastructure Strategy Update 2014. It 
was also identified in the Future Transport Strategy 
2056 (which sets the 40 year vision, directions and 
outcomes for customer mobility in New South Wales) 
as a committed initiative in the next ten years, subject 
to project approvals.

1.2. Project overview 

In October 2017, the NSW Government announced 
it would proceed with developing the F6 Extension 
Stage 1. This project will provide four kilometre 
continuous twin tunnels, connecting the New M5 
Motorway at Arncliffe with a new intersection on 
President Avenue at Kogarah. The F6 Extension 
Stage 1 will be designed with provision for a future 
connection south. 

1.3. Project benefits 

The F6 Extension Stage 1 will deliver the missing link 
from Sydney’s south to the wider motorway network, 
making your journey easier, faster and safer. It will 
contribute to a more accessible, more liveable and 
more productive Greater Sydney and Southern District.

The F6 Extension Stage 1 will:

• provide direct access from southern Sydney to the 
wider Sydney motorway network

• bypass up to 23 sets of traffic lights on the Princes 
Highway between St Peters and Kogarah

• provide more reliable travel times

• remove traffic from local surface roads

• provide improved access to jobs, education and 
recreational facilities

• bypass Sydney Airport traffic. 

2. Consultation approach 

2.1. Consultation aims

The preliminary concept design was on display for 
community and stakeholder comment between 
October and December, 2017.

The aim of the community consultation was to: 

• inform community members and stakeholders that 
the preliminary concept design for the proposed 
F6 Extension Stage 1 was on display, as part of the 
early planning for the project

• seek comment, feedback and suggestions from 
the community on the preliminary concept design

• provide an opportunity for the community to meet 
with the project team, ask questions, and provide 
feedback on the proposal

• meet with potentially impacted property owners

• build a database of interested community members 
to engage with as the proposal develops.

2.2. Community engagement

There were a number of activities carried out during the 
consultation period to give community members and 
stakeholders a chance to learn more about the proposal, 
meet with the project team, and have their say. 

Community members were encouraged to provide 
feedback at community ‘Pop-up’ information sessions 
at local shopping centres, via email, phone, or online.  

Contact details

Phone: 1800 789 297

Email: F6Extension@rms.nsw.gov.au

Mail:
Customer Feedback 
Roads and Maritime Services 
Locked Bag 928,  
North Sydney NSW 2059

Online: rms.nsw.gov.au/F6

Online 
mapping 
tool:

rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/sydney-
south/f6/consultation-map.html
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Key consultation tools included: 

Table 1

Project update 
– Spring 2017 
(Appendix A)

Delivered to up to 60,000 
residents in October, 2017. 

Website Details of the proposal were 
provided on the F6 Extension 
Stage 1 project page on the 
Roads and Maritime website.

Online 
interactive 
mapping tool

Interactive online map inviting 
community members to submit 
comments onto a project area 
map, accessible via the project 
webpage. 

Community 
‘Pop-up’ 
information 
sessions

Nine community ‘Pop-up’ 
information sessions held at local 
shopping centres in October and 
November, 2017.

Media Release 
announcement 

A Media Release was issued 
at the commencement of the 
consultation period.

Doorknocking Doorknocking up to 1,000 
residences and businesses in 
November and December, 2017

1800 project 
number and 
email address

The community was encouraged 
to contact the project team via a 
1800 project number and  
F6 Extension email address

Briefings Project briefings offered to key 
stakeholders local to the  
project area. 

2.3. Pop-up displays

In October and November, 2017, Roads and Maritime 
held informal ‘Pop-up’ information sessions at local 
shopping centres, to provide an opportunity for 
community members to meet the F6 Extension 
project team and find out more about the project. 

Around 2,000 community members visited the  
‘Pop-up’ information sessions described below:

Table 2 

Date Location Time

Monday,  
23 October

Kogarah Town Centre  
Shopping Centre

10:00am – 
4:00pm

Tuesday,  
24 October

Kogarah Town Centre  
Shopping Centre

10:00am – 
4:00pm

Wednesday,  
25 October

Kogarah Town Centre  
Shopping Centre

10:00am – 
4:00pm

Thursday,  
26 October

Kogarah Town Centre  
Shopping Centre

1:00pm – 
6:00pm

Friday,  
27 October

Kogarah Town Centre  
Shopping Centre

10:00am – 
4:00pm

Saturday,  
28 October

Kogarah Town Centre  
Shopping Centre

10:00am – 
1:00pm

Tuesday,  
31 October

Rockdale Plaza 10:00am – 
4:00pm

Thursday,  
2 November

Rockdale Plaza 1:00pm – 
6:00pm

Saturday,  
4 November

Rockdale Plaza 10:00am – 
1:00pm

3. Consultation summary

3.1. Overview 

During the consultation period between 17 October 
and 22 December, 2017, Roads and Maritime received 
feedback from 206 people via the online interactive 
mapping tool, who posted 295 comments. Roads 
and Maritime also received 156 emails from 143 
individuals, seven community groups, federal, state 
and local government representatives, feedback 
forms at community ‘Pop-up’ information sessions, 
and from phone calls to the project 1800 number. 
Comments were also recorded while door-knocking 
the local community during the consultation period. 
Comments focused on seven key topics: 

1. Community amenity, health and safety 

2. Property and access

3. Local traffic 

4. Air quality

5. Environmental impacts 

6. Construction impacts 

7. Public and active transport infrastructure.

An overview of the number of times issues were 
raised during the consultation period appears in the 
figure below:
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3.2. Response to feedback and ideas

The following table outlines the key feedback and 
ideas raised by the community and stakeholders during 
the consultation period, as well as the initial response 
from Roads and Maritime on each item raised. 

A small number of comments were opinion statements. 
These comments included support for the F6 
Extension Stage 1, general opposition to road projects, 
political statements, concern about changes to 
infrastructure outside of the project area, and concern 
about property development within the broader 
project area. These general comments could not be 
appropriately addressed by the F6 Extension Project 
team, and have not been considered in this report.

A number of comments received were requests for 
more detailed information on the project design. 
Where possible, responses have been provided to 
these comments in section 3.3.9. Requests for project 
information.

Where a comment did not fit into an otherwise 
identified key theme, a summary of the issue raised, 
and Roads and Maritime’s response can be found at 
3.3.8. Other. 

The feedback and ideas included in the report will 
be considered during further project planning and 
design development. 

Comments relating to traffic issues at intersections, 
or along local streets outside of the scope of the 
F6 Extension Stage 1 will be referred to the relevant 
teams within Roads and Maritime or Bayside Council.

President Avenue - Pacific Highway 
intersection at Kogarah
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3.3. Feedback and Roads and Maritime’s responses

Table 3

3.3.1.	 Community amenity, health and safety

Summary Roads and Maritime response

Community amenity, health and safety was a key focus area for feedback.

Many comments were related to the health impacts 
of ventilation outlets, particularly if they should be 
proposed within close proximity to schools, hospitals, 
playing fields and parks, and young children and the 
elderly. 

Commenters also provided feedback suggesting 
unfiltered ventilation outlets would contribute to an 
increased incidence of health problems.

Roads and Maritime also received feedback suggesting 
the F6 Extension would contribute to the contamination 
of local produce. 

The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is currently being prepared, and will assess the potential health impacts from 
the project, in accordance with the current assessment guidelines. This assessment will also consider potential changes to 
air quality and any resultant health impacts.

Roads and Maritime will consult with NSW Health and the independent Advisory Committee on Tunnel Air Quality during 
the assessment process.

As described in section 3.3.4, experience from previous motorway tunnel projects in Sydney has demonstrated that 
emissions from tunnel ventilation outlets do not measurably affect local or regional air quality.

In February 2018, the NSW Government announced stronger measures to regulate emissions from motorway tunnels. 
This includes the NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA) regulating the ventilation outlets of all current and future 
operating motorway tunnels in NSW, including the proposed F6 Extension Stage 1.

For more information on the new regulatory requirements please visit:  
nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/news/stronger-protections-on-tunnel-ventilation-facilities/

For more information on motorway tunnels and air quality please visit the NSW Chief Scientist & Engineer’s website at: 
chiefscientist.nsw.gov.au or rms.nsw.gov.au/airquality

Road safety for all road users, including motorists, 
cyclists and pedestrians was also raised as an issue for 
consideration, with some commenters calling for an 
assessment into the safety impacts of road projects 
versus alternative transport methods. 

Some comments questioned the impacts that 
property developments within the F6 Extension Stage 
1 project area would have on pedestrian safety.

Roads and Maritime propose a tunnel between the New M5 Motorway at Arncliffe and President Avenue at Kogarah which 
will not be accessible by pedestrians or bicycles. 

Roads and Maritime is investigating surface options for cyclist and pedestrian infrastructure to be incorporated into the 
design of the F6 Extension Stage 1. This would enhance existing active transport connections, and improve connections 
between key centres.

Roads and Maritime, together with Bayside Council, assess any new development that may impact the state road network 
to minimise impacts to traffic and safety, including pedestrian safety.

Feedback received about project impacts on the 
Bayside Community Gardens at the old Fisho’s site. 

The current project design does not impact the Bayside Community Gardens. The F6 Extension Stage 1 will be a tunnel 
for the majority of its length and the current design indicates that it will be underground to the east of Bestic Street, 
Kyeemagh, where the old Fisho’s site is located.

Comments relating to the condition or absence of 
footpaths on various local and main roads. 

The management of kerbside infrastructure, such as footpaths and pram ramps on both local and main roads is 
the responsibility of local council. Roads and Maritime will discuss comments regarding footpaths through further 
consultation with Bayside Council.
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3.3.1.	 Community amenity, health and safety

A number of comments received related to impacts on 
community access to local facilities and green space. 

Access to local sporting fields, schools, the Rockdale 
skate park and the duck pond in Bicentennial Park 
were amongst the main issues raised. Commenters 
expressed concern about impact the loss of such 
facilities would have on the quality of life, and the 
health and wellbeing of local residents, especially 
young people. 

Feedback received also pertained to the implications 
the project would have on local sporting 
club membership and the need for logistical 
considerations, should sporting fields be affected by 
the project. 

Comments requested the provision of additional 
public space, such as playing fields, gardens and 
parks, to offset the development of the F6 Extension.

Roads and Maritime is investigating surface options for cyclist and pedestrian infrastructure to be incorporated into the 
design of the F6 Extension Stage 1, to maintain and improve connections between key centres, and provide better access 
to active transport facilities for all residents in the area.

The EIS is currently being prepared, and will include a socio-economic, land use and property assessment to investigate 
social and economic impacts, and identify the mitigation measures required and benefits of the F6 Extension Stage 1.

The project design will also consider the uses of the area and how best to restore and accommodate existing uses once 
the project is operational.

There are no direct impacts proposed to the Ilinden Sports Centre sporting field or Brighton Memorial Playing Fields by 
the F6 Extension Stage.

Roads and Maritime will work with Bayside Council, and key community stakeholders to understand the needs of park 
users, and develop a working plan for Bicentennial Park and the surrounding area. 

Feedback received about the physical appearance of 
ventilation outlets, noise walls, and the proposed new 
intersection on President Avenue.

The EIS is currently being prepared, and will include an assessment of the visual impacts of the F6 Extension Stage 1, and 
all associated infrastructure, to understand options to minimise impacts to the community. This will include detailed urban 
design assessments and considerations.

Feedback received from local businesses in the 
area included comments about both positive and 
negative impacts of the project, including increased 
accessibility for freight movements, and possible 
business implications from loss of parking.

The EIS is currently being prepared, and will include a socio-economic, land use and property assessment to investigate 
social and economic impacts, and identify the mitigation measures required and benefits of Parking changes and 
restrictions on local roads are the responsibility of Bayside Council. 

Roads and Maritime will work with Bayside Council to determine any potential changes to parking on the local road 
network as part of the design development of the design for the F6 Extension Stage 1.
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3.3.2.	 Property and access

Summary Roads and Maritime response

Impact to property and queries about the scale of property impact was a main issue raised by property owners both within the project area of the F6 Extension Stage 1, and the 
broader F6 corridor. 

Comments and queries about the property acquisition 
process, and compensation payable for residents 
affected by the F6 Extension project. 

The F6 Extension Stage 1 has been designed to minimise impact on property, with much of the project designed as 
underground tunnels. An EIS is currently being prepared, and will include a land use and property assessment to 
investigate social and economic impacts, and the  mitigation measures. Potential property impacts from future stages of 
the F6 Extension between Kogarah and Loftus have yet to be determined, and will not be addressed in the F6 Extension 
Stage 1 EIS.

The proposed intersection location on President Avenue, east of the waterway, primarily uses existing Roads and Maritime 
owned land within the existing F6 reserved corridor, thus minimising property impact and disruption to the community.

Every effort will be made to minimise the impact on properties close to the F6 Extension Stage 1 tunnels or ancillary 
infrastructure. 

Roads and Maritime will acquire the properties required for the F6 Extension Stage 1 in accordance with the Land 
Acquisition (Just Terms Compensation) Act 1991 and the property acquisition reforms introduced by the NSW Government 
in late 2016, to support affected residents. These reforms include:

• residents being provided with their own designated Personal Manager and Transaction Manager to act as their 
primary points of contact and support throughout the entire process 

• more time for discussions and decision-making as well as relocation 

• additional support services, such as interpreters or specialist removalists, on request at no charge (up to a reasonable 
amount) in accordance with individual needs.

The owners and tenants of residential properties potentially impacted by the F6 Extension Stage 1 preliminary concept 
design have been informed.

Suggestion for Roads and Maritime to offer to relocate 
directly impacted property owners within the same area.

Roads and Maritime also received questions and 
comments regarding the number of properties 
required for the project, including direct requests from 
property owners as to the status of their property, and 
general concerns about impacts to property. 
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3.3.2.	 Property and access

Feedback received about the impacts of noise and 
vibration during motorway construction and operation 
on heritage-listed and other homes and buildings.

The EIS will include a detailed noise and vibration assessment to evaluate and predict the potential for noise and vibration 
impacts during the construction and operation of the F6 Extension Stage 1. This assessment will also consider potential 
measures to reduce or mitigate potential noise and vibration impacts. 

Before Roads and Maritime starts construction, a Construction Noise and Vibration Management Plan will be prepared as 
part of the required Construction Environmental Management Plan for the project. It will include: 

• Acceptable noise levels

• Noise and vibration monitoring methods during construction 

• Measures to reduce noise and vibration during construction. 

Noise and vibration will be monitored during construction, to ensure the levels are in accordance with construction 
standards and codes, including Roads and Maritime Services’ Construction Noise and Vibration Guidelines, British 
Standard BS7385: Part 2 1993 Evaluation and measurement for vibration in buildings, and German Standard DIN 4150-3: 
Structural vibration - effects of vibration on structures. 

Additional noise monitoring would also be carried out after construction is finished and the motorway is open to traffic. 
If the actual noise levels are above those levels predicted in the modelling and assessments carried out for the EIS, Roads 
and Maritime will work with property owners to determine the appropriate mitigation measures required. 

All properties located above the tunnel alignment, or within 50 meters of the outer edge of the tunnel alignment, or within 
50 meters of surface construction work will be offered a property condition survey before and after construction. This will 
ensure a clear record of the condition of property before construction starts.

Should there be any property damage attributed to the project, it will be repaired at no cost to the property owner. Roads 
and Maritime will contact owners of properties above the planned tunnel and explain the position and depth of the tunnel 
in relation to their property when the tunnel alignment is confirmed. 

Questions regarding what mitigation measures will 
be in place to minimise property damage, and assist 
residents during construction activities, including 
tunnelling. 

Roads and Maritime also received questions and 
comments in relation to compensation payable for 
residents disrupted or impacted by the F6 Extension 
Stage 1 and ancillary infrastructure, both during 
construction and in operation.

Comments relating to the impact of the project on 
property values. 

Every effort will be made to minimise the impact on properties next to the project through design, landscaping and other 
mitigations and treatments.

Questions and comments about impacts to parking on 
various main roads and local roads, including requests 
for parking to be removed from President Avenue at 
Bicentennial Park. 

 

The EIS is currently being prepared, and will include an assessment of the potential impacts to parking on both main and 
local roads during construction and operation.

Parking changes and restrictions on local roads are the responsibility of Bayside Council. 

Roads and Maritime will work with Bayside Council to determine any potential changes to parking on the local road 
network as part of the development of the design for the F6 Extension Stage 1. 

Questions about the management of increased 
parking demand as a result of property development.

Roads and Maritime together with local Council assess any new development that may impact the state road network, to 
ensure that traffic and safety impacts are minimised.

It remains the responsibility of council to determine off-street parking requirements for new developments. This 
requirement is assessed during the Development Application stage using council’s planning controls.
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3.3.3.	 Local traffic

Summary Roads and Maritime response

About 15 per cent of feedback received during the consultation period was in relation to local traffic, with specific concern raised over the potential long term increase in traffic 
volumes on President Avenue and the surrounding local road network, should the F6 Extension Stage 1 proceed without commitment for further stages.

The majority of feedback received about local 
traffic suggested the project would worsen traffic 
conditions, produce or move bottlenecks, and 
introduce additional heavy vehicle movements on 
roads surrounding the proposed new intersection on 
President Avenue at Kogarah.

Comments received also referred to the potential 
increase of traffic volumes on the local road network 
should the F6 Extension Stage 1 proceed without 
commitment for further project stages. 

A number of comments provided suggestions or 
feedback about local traffic changes necessary 
to integrate the proposed new President Avenue 
intersection with the existing road network. 

Local residents, particularly those living within 
Moorefield Estate, also provided feedback suggesting 
a new intersection at President Avenue would 
contribute to rat-running behaviour, and would make 
access to properties more difficult. 

A key objective of the F6 Extension Stage 1 is to improve travel times along the main road corridor, and to make main 
roads more attractive for through traffic, returning local streets to local communities. 

The project will include changes to both main roads and local roads to ensure the F6 Extension Stage 1 is appropriately 
integrated into the existing road network. 

Roads and Maritime is carrying out comprehensive traffic modelling to assess the impact of the project on both the main 
road and local road network, and is investigating design options to improve the performance of main roads surrounding 
the proposed new intersection on President Avenue at Kogarah. 

The design of the proposed local road changes, and the potential impacts and benefits of the F6 Extension Stage 1 will be 
assessed as part of the EIS. This will include assessments of: 

• travel demand and traffic volumes for the project and the surrounding road, cycle and public transport network

• traffic impacts during construction

• induced demand (new traffic attracted to use the roads as a result of the new infrastructure)

• potential changes in traffic on surface roads including potential impacts of toll avoidance 

• analysis of travel times, and key interchanges and intersection performance.

Specific requests for local traffic changes at the 
intersection of President Avenue and Civic Avenue 
to increase safety for residents entering and exiting 
Moorefield Estate.

Roads and Maritime is investigating options to provide safe access for residents of Moorefield Estate as part of the  
F6 Extension Stage 1. 

The project will include changes to both main roads and local roads to ensure that the F6 Extension Stage 1 is 
appropriately integrated into the existing road network. 

The design of proposed local road changes, and the potential impacts and benefits of the F6 Extension Stage 1 will be 
assessed as part of the EIS.

Comments relating to the local traffic changes at the 
intersection of Rocky Point Road, Gray Street and 
Princes Highway.

In May and June 2016, Roads and Maritime invited feedback from the local community on proposed improvements 
to the intersection of Princes Highway, Rocky Point Road and Gray Street, Kogarah. This work forms part of the NSW 
Government’s $300 million Gateway to the South Pinch Points Program and is separate to this proposal. 

For further information about this project, please visit the website at:  
rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/sydney-south/princes-hwy-rocky-point-rd-gray-st-kogarah/index.html 

Alternatively, you can contact the Gateway to the South project team by: 
Phone: 1800 572 114 (during business hours) 
Email: g2s@rms.nsw.gov.au
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3.3.4.	 Air quality

Summary Roads and Maritime response

Many comments made during the consultation period were in relation to air quality and ventilation outlets. 

Most of the feedback received included comments and 
questions about the locations of ventilation outlets.

Feedback and requests for information also pertained 
to the research and assessments carried out to 
understand the implications of unfiltered ventilation 
outlets on the health and safety of residents in the area.

The F6 Extension Stage 1 will be designed to achieve:

• Sufficient in-tunnel air quality

• No emissions from ramps

• Emissions from ventilation outlets indistinguishable from background air quality.

In-tunnel air quality is achieved by ensuring sufficient air flow through the tunnel to prevent the build-up of vehicle 
emissions. The airflow is achieved through a combination of traffic flow, ventilation design (jet fans) and elevated 
ventilation outlets.

To achieve zero ramp emissions, jet fans draw in air from the exit ramp to ensure a net inflow of air at the ramp so that all 
tunnel emissions are removed through an elevated ventilation outlet. 

Elevated ventilation outlets are very effective at ejecting tunnel air high into the atmosphere through a combination of 
buoyancy and speed. 

Once in the atmosphere, the ejected tunnel air dilutes hundreds of times as it mixes with the surrounding air and becomes 
indistinguishable from background levels. Because of this, further treatment of air, such as filtration, is not considered 
necessary.

Few tunnels internationally have filtration systems, and those that do rarely use them. The Advisory Committee 
on Tunnel Air Quality Initial Report on Tunnel Air Quality found emissions from well-designed road tunnels cause 
an indistinguishable change to surrounding air quality. As such, there is little to no health benefit for surrounding 
communities in installing air treatment systems such as filtration.

Roads and Maritime will carry out an air quality impact assessment for construction and operation of the project as part 
of the EIS. This will include detailed air quality modelling. 

In February 2018, the NSW Government announced stronger measures to minimise emissions from motorway tunnels. 
This includes the EPA regulating the ventilation outlets of all current and future operating motorway tunnels in NSW, 
including the proposed F6 Extension Stage 1.

Additional checks will be required before planning approval for the project:

• The Advisory Committee on Tunnel Air Quality (ACTAQ) will coordinate a scientific review of a project’s air emissions 
from ventilation outlets. ACTAQ, which advises the Government on tunnel ventilation design and operation, is 
convened via the Office of the NSW Chief Scientist and Engineer.

• The NSW Chief Health Officer will release a statement on the potential health impacts of emissions from tunnel 
ventilation outlets; and 

• The Minister for Planning will not approve a motorway tunnel project until the ACTAQ scientific review is considered.

For more information on the new regulatory requirements, please visit: nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/news/stronger-
protections-on-tunnel-ventilation-facilities/

For more information on motorway tunnels and air quality please visit the NSW Chief Scientist & Engineer’s website at: 
chiefscientist.nsw.gov.au or rms.nsw.gov.au/airquality
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3.3.4.	 Air quality

Feedback received also queried the air quality 
monitoring that had been carried out for the 
F6 Extension Stage 1, with some commenters 
questioning whether or not the location of air quality 
monitoring stations indicated the future location of a 
ventilation outlet.

In October and November 2017, Roads and Maritime installed air quality monitoring stations at: 

• the end of Kings Road, Brighton-Le-Sands

• the corner of General Holmes Drive and Tancred Avenue, Kyeemagh. 

Air quality monitoring stations measure concentrations of air pollutants such as carbon monoxide and nitrogen dioxide, 
as well as ozone and particulate matter within the air. They also monitor weather conditions, including temperature, wind 
direction and wind speed.

The results of this air quality monitoring will be used in the air quality assessment carried out for the EIS.

The location of an air quality monitoring station does not indicate a possible alignment for the project or the location of 
ventilation facilities. The monitoring is generally situated somewhere within or near the proposed project corridor.

3.3.5.	 Environmental impacts

Summary Roads and Maritime response

Comments about environmental impacts to Rockdale Bicentennial Park, Scarborough Park, and Brighton Memorial Playing Fields, Kings Wetland, and Muddy Creek were also raised 
for consideration.

Commenters raised concern about impacts to the 
various species of local flora and fauna, and impacts to 
their native habitat within Rockdale Bicentennial Park. 

Feedback was also provided in relation to impacts 
to the habitat of fish species of both commercial and 
recreational importance (including bream and mullet). 

The design of the F6 Extension Stage 1 at Rockdale Bicentennial Park and the surrounds has considered how the project 
may be constructed with the least amount of disturbance and long term change to these areas.

Roads and Maritime acknowledges the high importance of minimising impact to trees and enhancing the urban 
landscape. It is the design intent for the final concept design to avoid impacts where possible. Where this cannot be 
avoided Roads and Maritime will offset tree removal with replacement landscaping (including trees) suitable for the 
local area.

The EIS is currently being prepared, and will include studies that assess: 

• potential impacts on the surface and groundwater hydrology

• the biodiversity (variety of plant and animal life) that use the area, including the importance of the Scarborough 
wetlands for use as a fish habitat; and

• potential changes to the existing hydrological regime that may occur as a result of the project. 

The EIS will advise how these potential impacts can be managed and minimised. A range of management measures will 
be required, should the project receive approval from the Department of Planning and Environment.

Comments about the removal of trees and vegetation.

Questions and comments raising concern about the 
impacts of noise, vibration and emissions (during 
construction and operation) on local waterways, 
including impacts to ground water from drawdown 
effects and pollution, hydrology, and impacts to 
water flows, the intertidal zone, and impacts caused 
by runoff, surface heat and the thermal mass of large 
scale constructed infrastructure.
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3.3.5.	 Environmental impacts

Roads and Maritime received comments and 
questions regarding the impact the project will have 
on the dog park at Patmores Swamp, Beehag Reserve, 
Arncliffe, and Barton Park, Banksia.

The project design for the F6 Extension Stage 1 does not directly impact: 

• The dog park at Patmores Swamp, Kogarah

• Beehag Reserve at Spring Street, Arncliffe

• Barton Park, Banksia.

The F6 Extension Stage 1 will be a tunnel for the majority of its length and will be underground in the vicinity of Beehag 
Reserve, Arncliffe, and Barton Park, Banksia.

The groundwater assessment carried out in Beehag Reserve, as part of the EIS, is required to assess any potential impacts 
on this reserve.

Feedback regarding the noise and air pollution 
caused by increased traffic movements, (including 
those made by heavy vehicles) during motorway 
construction and operation.

The EIS is currently being prepared, and will assess any potential noise and vibration impacts during construction and 
operation, and the mitigation measures required to manage these impacts. 

Eligibility for noise mitigation measures to noise sensitive properties facing the corridor will be considered as part of 
the noise assessment in accordance with the NSW Environment Protection Authority’s Road Noise Policy and Roads and 
Maritime Services’ Construction Noise and Vibration Guidelines.

Before Roads and Maritime start construction, a Construction Noise and Vibration Management Plan will be prepared as 
part of the required Construction Environmental Management Plan for the project. It will include:

•  Acceptable noise levels

•  Noise and vibration monitoring methods during construction

•  Measures to reduce noise and vibration during construction.

Due to the strategic importance of the surrounding road network (President Avenue, Princes Highway) it is likely that 
there will be selective night work during the construction period.

During construction, Roads and Maritime will monitor noise levels. All feasible and reasonable work practices will be 
introduced to ensure construction work noise remains adheres to the aforementioned noise policy and guidelines. 

Before Roads and Maritime start any construction work, potentially impacted residents and businesses will be informed 
about the work that will be carried out, the expected noise levels and duration of work, and will be provided contact 
details of the construction contractor.

Where feasible and reasonable, Roads and Maritime will introduce measures to reduce noise impacts. These might 
include:

• Providing noise barriers and acoustic sheds to house tunnelling activity

• Carrying out noisy work during core day time work hours, where possible

• Ensuring all equipment is shut down when not in use and non-tonal reversing beepers are used on vehicles

• Ensuring there are periods where construction work is not scheduled to give residents respite from the work.

The EPA regulates compliance with noise levels during construction.

Request for information regarding environmental 
management plans. 

Request for information about the assistance offered to 
property owners impacted by noise during construction.

Comments about the impact the project will have on 
Tempe Reserve.

The project design does not impact Tempe Reserve with the underground connection to the New M5 Motorway located 
to the south of the reserve. 

For more information about the New M5 Motorway and the impact it may have in Tempe Reserve, please visit: 
westconnex.com.au  
Alternatively, you can contact the WestConnex project team on: 1800 660 248 or info@westconnex.com.au
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3.3.5.	 Environmental impacts

Comments about the impact of the F6 Extension on 
areas and properties of historical significance, both 
Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal.

The EIS is currently being prepared, and will assess any potential impacts of the project on heritage items of both 
Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal significance.

As part of this assessment, Roads and Maritime has been working with a Culture and Heritage Officer from the 
Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council to understand any potential impacts to items or areas of Aboriginal 
significance.

For more information on property and access, please see section 3.3.2. 

Request for information regarding compensation 
payable for the loss of ecological character and the 
rehabilitation of endangered ecological communities 
within the existing F6 corridor.

As part of the EIS, project impacts will be assessed and measures to reduce and/or minimise negative environmental 
impacts will be identified. Roads and Maritime acknowledges the high importance of minimising impact to trees and 
enhancing the urban landscape. It is the design intent for the final concept design to avoid impacts where possible. Where 
impacts cannot be avoided Roads and Maritime will offset tree removal with replacement landscaping (including trees) 
suitable for the local area.  

A sustainability management plan will be developed and implemented as the project progresses.

Comments suggesting the F6 Extension will 
contribute to the urban heat island effect. 

The proposed F6 Extension Stage 1 tunnel will result in a greatly reduced requirement for vegetation removal than would 
have been necessary if proposed as a surface road in the existing F6 reserved corridor.

As the majority of the project infrastructure will be underground, the contribution of the project to the ‘urban heat island 
effect’ is expected to be negligible. 

3.3.6.	 Construction impacts

Summary Roads and Maritime response

Questions and comments about the method of 
constructing within the Rockdale Bicentennial Park. 

Roads and Maritime is considering potential construction methods for the F6 Extension Stage 1. 

More information regarding potential construction methods will be made available for community feedback as the  
project progresses.

Questions and comments regarding the impacts 
of construction, including air and dust pollution, 
cumulative impacts resulting from construction 
working hours and impacts to the health and 
wellbeing of school children.

Questions and comments about temporary  road 
closures on various main roads affecting pedestrian, 
cycle and vehicle movements.

Questions about mitigation and management plans 
for construction activities, including traffic and 
pollution in various locations.

Roads and Maritime is committed to minimising the impact of construction on communities.

The EIS is currently being prepared, and will include a concept construction methodology, which will be publicly displayed 
for feedback.

The concept construction methodology will consider the following: 

• traffic impacts

• acceptable noise levels during construction and operation

• vibration monitoring methods during construction

• measures to reduce noise and vibration during construction

• impacts to air quality, as a result of dust from construction

• accessibility.
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3.3.6.	 Construction impacts

Questions about the mitigation and management plans 
proposed for spoilage removal at various locations, 
including contamination, and quarantine plans. 

The EIS is currently being prepared, and will include a description of the existing environment, assessment of potential 
direct and indirect impacts associated with the project from construction through to operation, and measures to mitigate 
against these impacts, including the management of waste and spoil. 

A Spoil Management Plan will be prepared, in consultation with the EPA and Bayside Council, for approval by the 
Department of Planning and Environment and will include an assessment of the management and transportation of spoil.

In line with our commitment to achieving sustainable outcomes, Roads and Maritime will reuse suitable materials as part 
of the project as much as possible.

The Construction Environmental Management Plan will be prepared before construction starts and will include:

• Measures to monitor and manage waste generated during construction

• Opportunities for materials to be reused

• Measures for reducing demand on water resources (including potential for reuse of treated water from sediment control basins). 

The water reuse strategy will detail options for the reuse of collected stormwater and groundwater during construction 
and operation of the project.

3.3.7.	 Public and active transport infrastructure

Summary Roads and Maritime response

A number of comments requested further information about alternative transport options, and what consideration was given to public transport. Pedestrian and cyclist facilities along 
the corridor were also a source of commentary, with many commenters on the online interactive mapping tool requesting improved cycle path access and more pedestrian bridges.

Most of the comments received were suggestions 
that improved public transport would reduce traffic 
congestion, cost, environmental impacts, and project 
footprint, and would essentially remove the need for 
the F6 Extension.

There are also a large volume of requests for studies 
and/or the provision of additional public transport 
infrastructure, including heavy rail, light rail, additional 
buses, metro, and trams.

The NSW Government’s Future Transport Strategy 2056, introduced in early 2018 committed to an investigation initiative 
for a mass transit / train link between Kogarah and Parramatta by 2036. Various options are being considered to improve 
the capacity of the transport network, and proceeding with the development of the F6 Extension Stage 1 is not being 
considered as the sole option for Southern Sydney’s future transport needs.

Comments suggesting bus stops within the vicinity 
of the proposed new President Avenue intersection 
would need to be relocated, and would result in 
decreased amenity of the public transport network.

Any potential impacts that the F6 Extension Stage 1 would have on public transport services will be assessed as part of the EIS.

Decisions regarding changes to existing transport infrastructure will be made in consultation with Transport for NSW and 
the local community. 

Roads and Maritime also received requests for 
the provision of active transport facilities and 
additional pedestrian crossings and/or bridges at 
various locations, to provide safe access points for 
pedestrians and cyclists. 

As part of the F6 Extension Stage 1, Roads and Maritime is investigating surface options for cyclist and pedestrian 
infrastructure to be incorporated into the project design. This would maintain existing active transport connections, and 
improve connections between key centres.
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3.3.8.	 Other

Summary Roads and Maritime response

Suggestions and comments regarding alternative 
routes for the F6 Extension, including suggestions for 
a motorway connection between La Perouse  
and Kurnell. 

Roads and Maritime Services and Transport for NSW reviewed and assessed a range of options for the F6 Extension 
during the preliminary planning stages of the project.

This review included assessing the existing F6 reserved corridor, developing alternative alignment options, assessing 
motorway design options and outlining initial staging options.

As part of this review, Roads and Maritime carried out preliminary investigations that considered environmental, social 
and economic factors to help develop four corridor options. 

Roads and Maritime used the information from the preliminary investigations to identify a preferred corridor option.  
The preferred option is broadly aligned with the existing F6 reserved corridor, connecting with the New M5 Motorway  
at Arncliffe.

For more information on the route options considered during the preliminary planning stages of the project, please visit: 
rms.nsw.gov.au/documents/projects/sydney-south/f6/f6-extension-options-fact-sheet.pdf

Suggestions and comments regarding alternative 
alignments for the F6 Extension Stage 1, including 
running underneath existing main roads, underneath 
the existing F6 corridor, and/or above ground, utilising 
the existing F6 Corridor.

Designing the F6 Extension Stage 1 as an underground tunnel will result in significantly reduced impacts when compared 
to a surface road within the F6 corridor. Roads and Maritime are working to optimise the design of the project to minimise 
community, property and environmental impacts.

The proposed F6 Extension route design has been determined by strategic objectives, and has taken into account a number 
of environmental and technical considerations, including ground conditions, topography, and engineering standards.

The EIS is currently being prepared, and will detail the options considered during project development.

Comments concerned with project cost and  
tolling options. 

The estimated project cost for the F6 Extension Stage 1 is in the range of $2.2 billion to $2.6 billion. 

The F6 Extension Stage 1 will be a tolled road. Tolls provide a fair and equitable means to help fund the project where the 
people using the new infrastructure help to pay for it. 

In this way, tolls will contribute to funding the construction and ongoing operation and maintenance of the F6 Extension Stage 1. 

A tolling framework has been developed for the project that is consistent with other recent motorway projects. 

Questions and comments concerning the consultation 
process and materials, including the availability of 
detailed project information, and the duration and 
timing of the consultation period.

The first phase of consultation was to support the early stages of planning for the F6 Extension Stage 1.

Engagement between October and December, 2017 provided opportunities for community members and stakeholders 
to share ideas and feedback on what they would like Roads and Maritime to consider in designing and building the F6 
Extension Stage 1 and to inform design development and EIS preparation.

Once complete, the EIS will be exhibited to provide a further opportunity for community members to provide submissions 
about the project to the Department of Planning and Environment. 

Community members are encouraged to provide feedback on the project at any stage using the F6 Extension project 
email address and toll-free information line.

Questions and comments relating to the planning 
approval process being carried out for the F6 
Extension Stage 1. 

The assessment of the F6 Extension Stage 1 is being carried out in accordance with the environmental assessment and 
approvals processes set out in the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
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3.3.9.	 Requests for project information

Summary Roads and Maritime response

As the consultation period for the preliminary concept design occurred prior to the completion of the concept design for the project, a number of comments received were requests 
for more detailed information on the project design.

Questions about the proposed widening on President 
Avenue to accommodate the new intersection. 

Roads and Maritime is proposing to widen President Avenue between Oakdale Avenue and O’Connell Street,  
Brighton-Le-Sands to accommodate an entry and exit point to the F6 Extension Stage 1 tunnels.

More information regarding the specific widening proposed on President Avenue will be made available for community 
feedback as the project progresses.

Questions, suggestions and comments about 
the location and/or design of the proposed new 
President Avenue intersection and New M5 Motorway 
connection point.

Suggestions for the F6 Extension Stage 1 to include 
connection points at various alternative main and 
local roads. 

Roads and Maritime have considered various alternate surface connections in the Kogarah area as part of the design 
development stage for the F6 Extension Stage 1. 

The EIS is currently being prepared, and will detail the options considered during the design development stage.

President Avenue is part of the A1, a key link in Sydney’s arterial network. The proposed intersection location on President 
Avenue east of the waterway, primarily uses existing Roads and Maritime owned land within the existing F6 reserved 
corridor, thus minimising property impact and disruption to the community, as well as impacts to sensitive receivers such 
as hospitals and schools.

The F6 Extension Stage 1 will deliver a missing link from Sydney’s south to the wider motorway network. 

Stage 1 of the F6 Extension will provide a connection to WestConnex via the New M5 Motorway at Arncliffe. The New 
M5 Motorway tunnel will join other underground motorway routes via the M4-M5 Link tunnel. WestConnex has also been 
designed to provide provision for connections to the future Western Harbour Tunnel.

Provision of additional connections to the south will be considered as part of the design of future stages of the F6 
Extension.

Additional connections to the north, such as General Holmes Drive, Southern Cross Drive and M5 Westbound were 
considered as part of the concept design development. 

It is expected that the F6 Extension Stage 1 will reduce traffic on parallel surface routes, especially Princes Highway, The 
Grand Parade and West Botany Street.

Traffic modelling did not identify benefits of any of the noted alternate connections.

Questions about the number of lanes proposed for the 
F6 Extension, and suggestions that there should be at 
least three to four lanes in each direction.

Roads and Maritime is building for the future by designing the mainline tunnels to provide capacity for three lanes in each 
direction. 

The mainline tunnels will initially operate with two lanes in each direction, but would be re-marked to provide three lanes, 
as traffic demands increase. Ramps to and from President Avenue will be designed to provide two lanes in each direction.
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3.3.9.	 Requests for project information

Questions and comments regarding to the timeline, 
benefits and justification for the F6 Extension 
Stage 1, especially without commitment for further 
project stages. 

The F6 Extension will provide a motorway connection between the New M5 Motorway at Arncliffe and Princes Highway at 
Loftus. The project would complete a missing link from the south into the Sydney motorway network.  

In October 2017, Roads and Maritime announced the NSW Government decision to proceed with developing the F6 
Extension Stage 1. 

A key objective of the F6 Extension Stage 1 is to reduce congestion on both Princes Highway and The Grand Parade.  
Stage 1 of the F6 Extension project will reduce travel times from the south by enabling motorists to bypass existing 
congestion along Princes Highway and The Grand Parade / General Holmes Drive. 

Assessment of the F6 Extension Stage 1 will be based on the first stage only. Future stages of the F6 Extension will build 
on the benefits realised by Stage 1 as the motorway is extended south through the Shire to the Princes Highway at Loftus.

Questions, suggestions and comments about the 
proposed route, timeframe and property impacts 
proposed for future stages of the F6 Extension 
between President Avenue at Kogarah and Loftus.

Roads and Maritime is continuing with investigations between Kogarah and Loftus to help determine any possible corridor 
adjustments for the future motorway, including any impacts that the project may have in subsequent project stages.

Detailed Local Environment Plan (LEP) maps of the F6 reserved corridor can be found at:  
legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/EPI/2011/621/maps

Request to provide detailed maps of the entire F6 
corridor and the relevant zoning.

Comments, questions and concerns about the impacts 
of the F6 Extension on the Royal National Park.

There are no plans to further investigate the remaining area of the F6 Corridor through the Royal National Park between 
Loftus and Waterfall, for a motorway connection.

3.3.10.	 Out of scope for F6 Extension Stage 1 project

Summary Roads and Maritime response

Questions and feedback relating to changes to zoning 
within the F6 corridor. 

Decisions regarding the rezoning of the F6 reserved corridor are outside of the remit of Roads and Maritime Services. 

The NSW Department of Planning and Environment is responsible for considering proposed amendments to Local 
Environmental Plans (LEPs) that define land use zoning..

Request to consider ‘ring-roads’ for Sydney. Sydney’s motorway network utilises an orbital or ‘ring road’ network by way of the M2, M7 and M5 motorways, integrated 
with radial corridors such as the M4. This orbital motorway network provides motorists with access around Greater 
Sydney via a high speed network as well as facilitating inter-regional links to the west via the M4, south via the Hume 
Highway and, north via the M1. 

The existing orbital network is currently being supplemented with the construction of NorthConnex to improve the 
motorway link to the north as well as construction of the New M5, M4 East Motorways, and planning for the M4-M5 Link to 
provide an inner orbital network. The recently announced M9, Outer Sydney Orbital corridor identification project, shows 
the Government’s commitment to planning for a growing Sydney. The F6 Extension will provide a new radial motorway 
that will integrate with Sydney’s Motorway network to facilitate a motorway connection to the M1 Princes Motorway and 
provide access to Wollongong and the South Coast.
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3.3.10.	 Out of scope for F6 Extension Stage 1 project

Comments relating to relocation of the Kogarah Golf 
Course to Barton Park.

Thank you for your feedback. These comments have been noted, but have not been specifically addressed as they are 
outside the scope of the F6 Extension project.

Suggestion to toll non local users of surface roads 
where there is a goal of reducing surface traffic.

Comments relating to broader city planning 
initiatives, such as providing business centres and/or 
decentralised employment areas within the Sutherland 
Shire and Wollongong area.

Comments, questions and concerns related to the 
progression and impacts of the WestConnex projects. 

These issues relate to the WestConnex project and this feedback has been forwarded to the appropriate WestConnex 
project team.
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Privacy Roads and Maritime Services (“RMS”) is subject to the Privacy and 
Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (“PPIP Act”) which requires that 
we comply with the Information Privacy Principles set out in the PPIP Act. All 
information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting the 
assessment of this proposal. The information received, including names and 
addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent documents unless a 
clear indication is given in the correspondence that all or part of that information 
is not to be published. Otherwise RMS will only disclose your personal 
information, without your consent, if authorised by the law. Your personal 
information will be held by RMS. You have the right to access and correct the 
information if you believe that it is incorrect. 

This document contains important information 
about transport projects in your area. If you need 
an interpreter, please call the Translating and 
Interpreting Service on 131 450 and ask them to call 
the Project Team on 1800 789 297. The interpreter 
will then help you with translation.

4. Recommendations
Roads and Maritime would like to thank everyone who 
took the time to consider the preliminary concept 
design and provide feedback. 

The feedback and ideas received provide valuable 
input into the project development.

We have considered the feedback received and will 
continue to refine and develop the project design 
and prepare environmental assessments for the F6 
Extension Stage 1.

5. Next Steps
Roads and Maritime is committed to minimising  
the impacts of this project on the community.

The community and stakeholders are invited to 
provide feedback on the proposal until  
Friday 27 July 2018. 

To ensure all potential impacts of the project are 
fully assessed, we are preparing an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) in line with the Secretary’s 
Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs)

To find out more about 
the project, or to have 
your say by Friday 27 
July: 

rms.nsw.gov.au/F6

1800 789 297

F6Extension@rms.nsw.gov.au

 Customer feedback 
Roads and Maritime Services 
Locked Bag 928, North Sydney NSW 2059

issued by the Department of Planning and 
Environment in January 2018.

The EIS for the F6 Extension Stage 1 will be exhibited 
for community information and comment.


