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This review of environmental factors for the proposed realignment of the Olympic highway at Kapooka 
including a new road-over-rail bridge (“Report”): 

1. 	 has been prepared by GHD Pty Ltd (“GHD”) for NSW Roads and Maritime Services 

2. 	 may only be used and relied on by NSW Roads and Maritime Services 

3. 	 must not be copied to, used by, or relied on by any person other than NSW Roads and Maritime 
Services without the prior written consent of NSW Roads and Maritime Services 

GHD and its servants, employees and officers otherwise expressly disclaim responsibility to any person 
other than NSW Roads and Maritime Services arising from or in connection with this Report.  

To the maximum extent permitted by law, all implied warranties and conditions in relation to the services 
provided by GHD and the Report are excluded unless they are expressly stated to apply in this Report. 

The services undertaken by GHD in connection with preparing this Report were limited to those specifically 
detailed in Section 1.2 of this Report. 

The opinions, conclusions and any recommendations in this Report are based on assumptions made by 
GHD when undertaking services and preparing the Report (“Assumptions”), including (but not limited to): 

	 the proposal would be as presented in this report 

	 the safeguards and mitigation measures detailed in Chapter 6 would be implemented. 

GHD expressly disclaims responsibility for any error in, or omission from, this Report arising from or in 
connection with any of the Assumptions being incorrect. 

Subject to the paragraphs in this section of the Report, the opinions, conclusions and any 
recommendations in this Report are based on conditions encountered and information reviewed at the time 
of preparation. If these conditions change in future, or if in future the information reviewed is found to be no 
longer accurate or relevant, GHD expressly disclaims responsibility for any error in, or omission from, this 
Report arising from or in connection with those opinions, conclusions and any recommendations. 
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Executive summary 

The proposal 
Roads and Maritime Services propose to construct a new four lane road-over-rail 
bridge on the Olympic Highway at Kapooka. The proposal would also include 
realigning about 2.7 kilometres of the Olympic Highway and upgrading the Olympic 
Highway/Camp Access Road intersection. 

The main features of the proposal include: 

 Construction of a new four-lane road-over-rail bridge on the Olympic Highway. 
The new bridge would span the Sydney to Melbourne Rail Line about 460 
metres north of the existing bridge. It would have three spans. It would be 21 
metres wide and 99 metres in length. The bridge would provide a minimum 
clearance of 7.1 metres above the rail line. 

 Construction of about 2.7 kilometres of realigned Olympic Highway north and 
south of the proposed bridge. 

 Construction of an upgraded Olympic Highway/Camp Access Road 
intersection. 

 Realignment of Camp Access Road at the new Olympic Highway intersection. 

 Construction of about 560 metres of off-road shared bicycle and pedestrian 
pathway crossing the proposed bridge. 

The proposal also includes ancillary permanent and temporary features for traffic 
management, pedestrian access, stormwater management, wildlife movement, noise 
attenuation, landscaping and weather monitoring. 

The proposal would be constructed in four stages over about 18 months. There 
would be no works associated with the existing road-over-rail bridge as part of the 
proposal. 

Need for the proposal 
The existing two lane bridge over the Sydney to Melbourne Rail Line at Kapooka was 
built in 1880. The approaches to the bridge require vehicles to negotiate sharp turns 
at either end. As such, the approaches do not meet current network safety and 
design standards. As well, the bridge poses restrictions to traffic on the Olympic 
Highway, particularly for higher productivity heavy vehicles. 

The proposal is required to meet current network safety and design standards, 
remove restrictions to traffic and improve road safety. 

Options considered 
Four options were displayed for public comment from December 2010 to February 

2011, including: 


 North Bridge option.
 

 South Bridge option.
 

 Two Bridges option.
 

 Underpass option.
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The North Bridge and Two Bridges options were further developed. Six options were
 
assessed. These included: 


 ‘Do nothing’ 


 Option 1 – North Bridge option 1.
 

 Option 2 – North Bridge option 2.
 

 Option 3 – North Bridge option 2B.
 

 Option 4 – Revised Two Bridge option. 


 Option 5 – North Bridge option 4.
 

The preferred option is option 5 which is considered to best achieve the proposal 

objectives. It meets the objectives of improving road safety, road freight efficiency 

and travel times on the Olympic Highway. It improves rail safety and provides
 
increased clearance for trains on the Sydney to Melbourne Rail Line. 


Statutory and planning framework 
State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007 permits development on 
any land for the purpose of a road or road infrastructure facilities to be carried out by 
or on behalf of a public authority without consent. 

As the proposal is for the purpose of a road and is to be carried out by Roads and 
Maritime, it can be assessed under Part 5 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979. Development consent is not required. The proposal will also 
require the concurrence of the Director-General of the Office of Environment and 
Heritage due to likely significant impacts on Box-Gum Woodland. 

The proposal has been determined to be a ‘controlled action’ and will also require the 
approval of the Australian Government Minister for the Environment under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. 

Community and stakeholder consultation  
The local community and key stakeholders such as Department of Defence, Office of 
Environment and Heritage, Department of the Environment, Department of Trade 
and Investment (Crown Land), Wagga Wagga City Council, Aboriginal stakeholders 
and the road freight industry have been consulted on the proposal. All issues raised 
are addressed in this review of environmental factors (REF). 

Community consultation would continue through display of this REF for community 
input. Any submissions received would be considered in finalising the details of the 
proposal. 

Environmental benefits and impacts 
Beneficial effects of the proposal would include: 

 Improved road safety by upgrading the road geometry and alignment of the 
Olympic Highway. 

 Improved road freight efficiency by upgrading the alignment of the Olympic 
Highway and removing the restriction to higher mass limit vehicles at the 
existing bridge at Kapooka. 

 Improved travel times on the Olympic Highway by removing the constraints 
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posed by the existing bridge at Kapooka and its approaches. 

The main adverse effects of the proposal would include: 

 Biodiversity – removal of habitat for: 
- The ecological community Box-Gum Woodland, listed under the 

Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 and Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. It is considered likely that the 
proposal would have a significant impact on this ecological community. 

- The Squirrel Glider population in the Wagga Wagga local government 
area, listed under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995. 

- Threatened woodland bird species listed under the Threatened Species 
Conservation Act 1995 and Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999. 

- Threatened bat species listed under the Threatened Species Conservation 
Act 1995 and Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999. 

 Loss of part of the Planning Agreement Areas created for offsets under the 
Wagga Wagga Local Environmental Plan 2010. 

 Construction noise impacts on nearby residences. 
 Operational noise impacts – traffic noise would be above acceptable criteria at 

two nearby residences. 
 Land acquisition – permanent acquisition of about 21.7 hectares of land from 

eight landowners. 
 A range of other changes in amenity and environmental impacts including 

landscape and visual, soils and erosion, water quality, traffic and access, air 
quality and waste management. 

Due to the likely significant impact of the proposal on Box-Gum Woodland, a species 
impact statement has been prepared by Roads and Maritime based on the 
requirements provided by the Director-General of the NSW Office of Environment 
and Heritage. Roads and Maritime will also consult closely with the Office of 
Environment and Heritage and the Australian Government Department of the 
Environment to develop an effective offset and mitigation strategy. 

All other adverse environmental effects would be minimised through the 
implementation of safeguards and management measures outlined in this REF. 

Justification and conclusion 
A number of options for the proposal have been considered, with input from 
community and stakeholders. The identification of the preferred option took into 
account social, environmental and economic factors.  

The proposal would result in both positive and negative impacts. Safeguards are 
identified in this review of environmental factors to manage and mitigate the identified 
negative impacts. 

On balance, it is considered that aside from the likely significant impact on Box-Gum 
Woodland, the adverse environmental impacts of the proposal are outweighed by the 
beneficial effects and that the proposal is therefore justified. 

This review of environmental factors finds that the proposal is unlikely to have any 
other significant impacts and therefore an environmental impact statement is not 
required. Approval from the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure under Part 5.1 of 
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the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 would not be required. 
Concurrence from the Director-General of the Office of Environment and Heritage 
would be required in respect of the likely impacts on Box-Gum Woodland. 

The proposal would be likely to significantly impact a matter of national 
environmental significance, Box-Gum Woodland. A referral to the Australian 
Government Department of the Environment under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 has therefore been prepared. The proposal has 
been determined to be a ‘controlled action’ and will require the approval of the 
Minister for the Environment. Preliminary documentation has been prepared to inform 
the Minister’s decision. 

Display of the review of environmental factors 
This review of environmental factors is on display for comment between Monday 2 
December 2013 and Friday 31 January 2014. You can access the documents in the 
following ways: 

Internet 

The documents will be available as pdf files on the Roads and Maritime website at 
www.rms.nsw.gov.au . 

Display 

The review documents can be viewed at the following locations: 
	 Roads and Maritime Service, South West regional office * 

1 Simmons Street, Wagga Wagga, NSW 
Copies will be displayed between 8.30am and 5.00pm daily, in the ground 
floor reception. 

	 Wagga Wagga City Council 
Corner Baylis Street and Morrow Street, Wagga Wagga, NSW 
Copies will be displayed between 8.30am and 5.00pm daily (unstaffed), in the 
ground floor reception. 

Two staffed information displays will be held at Wagga Wagga City Council 
on Wednesday 11 December 2013 between 10am and 3pm and Thursday 16 
January 2014 between 3pm and 7pm. 

Purchase 

The review documents are available for purchase in hard copy ($25.00) at locations 
marked with * above or by contacting Roads and Maritime Services South West 
regional office on 6938 1111. 
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How can I make a submission? 
To make a submission on the proposal, please send your written comments to: 

Roads and Maritime project manager: 
Paul Weedon 
PO Box 484, Wagga Wagga, NSW 2650 
wagga.wagga.regional.office@rms.nsw.gov.au 
Fax: 6938 1183 

Submissions must be received by 31 January 2014. 

Privacy information 
All information included in submissions is collected for the sole purpose of assisting 
in the assessment of this proposal. The information may be used during the 
environmental impact assessment process by relevant Roads and Maritime staff and 
its contractors. 

Where the respondent indicates at the time of supply of information that their 
submission should be kept confidential, Roads and Maritime will attempt to keep it 
confidential.  However there may be legislative or legal justification for the release of 
the information, for example under the Government Information (Public Access) Act 
2009 or under subpoena or statutory instrument. 

The supply of this information is voluntary.  Each respondent has free access at all 
times to the information provided by that respondent but not to any identifying 
information provided by other respondents if a respondent has indicated that the 
representation should be kept confidential.  

Any respondent may make a correction to the information that they have provided by 
writing to the same address the submission was sent. 

The information will be held by Roads and Maritime, 1 Simmons Street, Wagga 
Wagga. 

What happens next? 
Following the submissions period, Roads and Maritime will collate submissions. 
Acknowledgement letters will be sent to each respondent.  The details of submission 
authors will be retained and authors will be subsequently advised when project 
information is released. 

After consideration of community comments Roads and Maritime will determine 
whether the proposal should proceed as proposed, or whether any alterations to the 
proposal are necessary. The community will be kept informed regarding this 
determination. 

If the proposal is approved, Roads and Maritime proceeds with final design and 
tenders are called for construction of the project. 

If you have any queries, please contact the Roads and Maritime project manager on 
6938 1111. 

Realignment of the Olympic Highway at Kapooka 
Including new road-over-rail bridge 
Review of environmental factors 

v 


	Cover page
	Title page and disclaimer
	Status page
	Executive summary



Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		Executive summary 2.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.


		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 1

		Passed: 26

		Failed: 3




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Failed		Text language is specified

		Title		Failed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Failed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top


