
Background
The NSW Government is investing $188 million for a link road 
between Nelson Bay and Fingal Bay. Transport for NSW is 
planning for and investigating the feasibility of the project. 
Fingal Bay is currently accessed through Nelson Bay and 
Shoal Bay, creating congestion within Nelson Bay during 
peak holiday periods. With forecast population growth and 
increased tourist activity, the planned link road would ease 
congestion, improve traffic flow and improve safety for all 
road users.

As part of the early planning phase of the project, three 
options including a link road are being considered to 
improve access to Fingal Bay.

Early investigations have highlighted the potential of local 
road improvements as an effective way to ease congestion, 
improve traffic flow and improve safety for all road 
users. Early investigations have also identified a range of 
environmental constraints and concerns associated with 
building a new road through the Tomaree National Park.

Transport for NSW is also exploring options to improve 
public transport connectivity within Nelson Bay to improve 
access and public amenity in the town centre.

Benefits
The proposed project would:

• Provide better connectivity for residents, 
businesses and the community

• Improve traffic flow, journey times and safety for 
all road users

• Enhance the liveability and amenity of Nelson Bay

• Support tourism in the Port Stephens area.

Project options
Transport for NSW is developing three options for the 
project. The project is part of our long term commitment 
to provide safe, efficient and reliable journeys through Port 
Stephens while enhancing the character and amenity of the 
Nelson Bay town centre. The potential project options are 
shown on the map overleaf.
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Characteristic

Option 1

Fingal Bay 
Link Road

Option 2

Austral Street 
Extension

Option 3

Local Road 
Network 

improvements Preliminary investigations

Travel time 
savings

Option 1 could potentially save (Fingal Bay) motorists 
more than 6 minutes travel time during peak hours. 
Option 2 could potentially save motorists more 
than 3 minutes travel time. Option 3 would provide 
motorists with the least amount of travel time savings.

Improved road 
safety

Option 1 would allow the community to travel on a 
better standard of road with fewer intersections. All 
upgrades would meet current road safety standards.

National Park 
Acquisition

A road corridor has been acquired by Port Stephens 
Council through the Tomaree National Park and 
has been preserved in Council's LEP for Option 1. 
Option 2 would require national park acquisition 
for the proposed section of new link road. Option 3 
does not impact on Tomaree National Park.

Biodiversity 
impacts

Option 1 would have the greatest impact on threatened 
species and ecological communities. Option 2 
would impact on threatened species and ecological 
communities and is adjacent to coastal wetlands. 
Option 3 has the lowest potential to affect threatened 
species and ecological communities. Biodiversity 
risks would be managed to meet all environmental 
requirements for all options.

Aboriginal 
heritage 
impacts

Option 1 could potentially affect one known Aboriginal 
site and could also affect Aboriginal owned land near 
Nelson Bay Road. Option 2 could affect previously 
unrecorded items where it crosses less disturbed land 
in Tomaree National Park. It also could affect land 
that is the subject of an Aboriginal land claim on the 
northern side of Dowling Street and Austral Street. 
Option 3 could affect Aboriginal owned land near 
Nelson Bay Road and Dowling Street and Aboriginal 
land claims near Dowling Street, Trafalgar Street, 
Shoal Bay Road and Marine Drive. 

Opportunities 
for improved 

urban amenity 
through 

Nelson Bay

Option 1 would provide the most opportunity for 
urban amenity improvements and place-making 
enhancements within Nelson Bay as it would 
remove the greatest amount of traffic from the 
existing road network. 

Options 2 and 3 would provide some urban amenity 
improvements by reducing congestion along 
Victoria Parade and Shoal Bay Road.

Cost $$$$ $$$ $
Option 1 and 2 would be the most expensive to design 
and build. Option 3 would be the least expensive to 
design and build.

Option advantages and disadvantages
Transport for NSW has carried out constraints mapping and initial technical investigations to understand key advantages and 
disadvantages of each proposed option. 

Best Worst

Following community consultation, further studies regarding project cost, fire emergency routes and socio-economic impacts 
will be carried out along with detailed traffic modelling to determine a recommended option. Preliminary investigations 
have indicated that Option 3 is least likely to impact on local businesses in Nelson Bay. Preliminary investigations have also 
indicated that Option 1 would not provide improved access for fire and emergency services.

Given that two of the proposed routes pass through sections of National Park we would ensure that bushfire management 
strategies are identified and prioritised in the route design. We would work closely with National Parks and Wildlife Services 
to maintain fire trail connectivity.



Proposed Option 1 –  
Fingal Bay Link Road
This option

• Starts at Nelson Bay Road 

• Passes east through the Tomaree National Park 

• Joins Government Road/Sylvia Street in Shoal Bay

A road corridor has been acquired by Port Stephens 
Council through the National Park and has been preserved 
in Port Stephens Council's Local Environment Plan. 

Proposed Option 2 –  
Austral Street Extension
This option

• Starts at Church Street roundabout in Nelson Bay 

• Joins Government Road/Sylvia Street in Shoal Bay

• Includes local road network improvements, widening of 
Austral Street and a new road link between Austral Street 
and Government Road/Sylvia Street in Shoal Bay

• Passes south-east through the Tomaree National Park and 
would require some acquisition of national park land.

Proposed Option 3 – Local Road 
Network Improvements
This option

• Consists of local road network improvements to the main 
peninsula road network corridors between Nelson Bay 
Road in the west and Government Road/Sylvia Street 
in the east

• Involves Transport working with Port Stephens Council 
to identify possible intersection upgrades, road 
improvements, town centre beautification projects 
and amenity improvements.

Fingal Bay Link Road – Proposed Options 



WE ARE HERE 

Have your say – Fingal Bay Link Road

Publish community consultation report from “Have your say” 
on Fingal Bay Link Road

Announce Fingal Bay Link Road preferred option

Assessment of strategic business case

Have your say
Community and stakeholders are invited to comment on the 
project and the options for Fingal Bay Link Road. We are 
also interested in hearing about what other transport and 
road network improvements you think would help to make 
Nelson Bay and the Tomaree Peninsula a better place to live, 
work and visit. We encourage the community to have your 
say so we can understand your concerns and preferences. 
Transport for NSW values consulting and engaging with the 
community because we know it leads to better outcomes for 
stakeholders. The community is invited to provide comment 
by Friday 11 December 2020.

Next steps
Feedback received from the community will be considered 
to finalise the preferred option for Fingal Bay Link Road. 
A community consultation report will be prepared and 
published in 2021 summarising feedback received from 
the community and stakeholders. More information 
will be provided to the community and stakeholders 
as the project progresses.

Project development timeline

Easing
congestion

Connecting
communities

Have your say
 1800 749 234

 fingalbay@transport.nsw.gov.au

  Fingal Bay project team 
Transport for NSW 
Locked Bay 2030 
Newcastle NSW 2300

  For more information about the project, 
visit nswroads.work/fingalbay

If you need help understanding this 
information, please contact the 
Translating and Interpreting Service 
on 131 450 and ask them to call us 
on 1800 749 234.

Better and more

reliable trips
for people, business and freight

Assessment of strategic business case

Announce Fingal Bay Link Road preferred option

Publish community consultation report from 
“Have your say” on Fingal Bay Link Road

Have your say –
Fingal Bay Link Road

WE 
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HERE

Privacy Transport for NSW (“TfNSW”) is subject to the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998(“PPIP Act”) which requires that we comply 
with the Information Privacy Principles set out in the PPIP Act. All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in the delivery 
this project. The information received, including names and addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent documents unless a clear indication 
is given in the correspondence that all or part of that information is not to be published. Otherwise TfNSW will only disclose your personal information, 
without your consent, if authorised by the law. Your personal information will be held by TfNSW at 27 Argyle Street, Parramatta. You have the right to access 
and correct the information if you believe that it is incorrect.
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