
New England Highway bypass at 
Singleton – Route options
September 2015

The NSW Government has committed $92 million for the upgrade under Rebuilding NSW.

Roads and Maritime Services is carrying out an options assessment to select a preferred route 
for a future New England Highway bypass at Singleton. This community update provides 
information about the route options that have been developed. Feedback on the options 
is invited by Friday 23 October 2015 and will be considered in selecting the preferred route.

Background
The New England Highway forms part of the National Land 
Transport Network and is a major freight and commuter route 
between Newcastle and the Upper Hunter. 

The highway passes through Singleton and forms the main 
road access through the town and to the CBD. Over 25,000 
vehicles a day travel on the highway through Singleton and 
across the Hunter River.

A preliminary feasibility study for a potential New England 
Highway bypass of Singleton was completed in 2013. 
The study determined there was merit in further investigating 
potential bypass options. 

An options assessment started in November 2014 to identify 
a preferred bypass route. The assessment builds on the 
preliminary feasibility study by further investigating previous 
options while also developing others for consideration.  

The NSW Government has allocated $1 million in 2015–16 
for further assessment of bypass options and community 
consultation which will assist in identifying a preferred route.

Once finalised, the bypass corridor will be included within 
Singleton Council’s Local Environmental Plan, reserving the 
land for future construction of the bypass.

Timing for construction of the bypass has not been confirmed. 
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Why is a bypass needed?
A New England Highway bypass at Singleton would address 
current congestion and future traffic demands at this 
pinch point.

Over 25,000 vehicles use the highway through Singleton each 
day including around 3750 heavy vehicles. Traffic volumes are 
predicted to increase to over 30,000 vehicles per day over the 
next 25 years. 

There is also a crash history in this area. In the five years to 
June 2014, there were 143 crashes along the New England 
Highway between Range Road and Rixs Creek Road, including 
a fatality. The majority of these involved rear end crashes and 
cars running off the road.

Benefits
A bypass would:

• Improve travel times along the New England Highway 
through Singleton

• Improve the Singleton town centre amenity

• Improve safety for all road users at this known pinch point

• Reduce heavy vehicle freight traffic through Singleton.

Bypass options 
The assessment considered multiple corridor and route options 
across the township of Singleton and surrounding suburbs 
to the east and west, including Gowrie, Singleton Heights, 
Glenridding, Whittingham, Hunterview and Darlington. 

The assessment included detailed traffic investigations, 
environmental and flooding evaluations, strategic designs, 
cost estimates and economic analysis of proposed routes.

The options assessment considered:

• Travel times

• Traffic flow and accessibility improvements

• Environmental impacts including flooding, heritage 
and biodiversity

• Social and amenity impacts

• Land use

• Engineering constraints.

More information is available in the Options Identification 
Report at rms.nsw.gov.au/projects.

Three route options showing potential interchange locations 
have been short-listed for community feedback:

Option A

The option A route departs the New England Highway 
adjacent to the Mount Thorley Railway Spur, heads west 
across the Main Northern railway line and skirts around the 
Hunter River floodplain. It continues north over Putty Road 
and the Hunter River, west of town, before crossing the New 
England Highway west of Gowrie Gates and rejoining the 
highway north of McDougalls Hill. 

Option B

The option B route departs the New England Highway near 
Newington Lane and heads west over the Main Northern 
railway line and then across the floodplain, over Putty Road 
close to the town centre. It continues over the Hunter River, 
west of the town, before crossing the New England Highway 
west of Gowrie Gates and rejoining the highway west of 
McDougalls Hill. 

Option C

The option C route departs the New England Highway near 
Newington Lane and heads north east across the Hunter River 
floodplain. It then crosses the Hunter River south of Gresford 
Road and follows the eastern bank of the Hunter River north 
through Singleton Heights crossing over Bridgman Road and 
the Main Northern railway line and rejoining the highway 
north of Rixs Creek Road.

All options would provide one travel lane in each direction 
based on forecast traffic demand. The corridor width would 
allow for widening to two travel lanes in each direction if 
required in the future.
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Privacy Roads and Maritime Services is subject to the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998(“PPIP Act”) which requires that we comply with the Information Privacy 
Principles set out in the PPIP Act. All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in the assessment of this proposal. The information received, including 
names and addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent documents unless a clear indication is given in the correspondence that all or part of that information is not to be 
published. Otherwise Roads and Maritime will only disclose your personal information, without your consent, if authorised by the law. Your personal information will be held by Roads and 
Maritime at Level 1, 59 Darby St, Newcastle 2300. You have the right to access and correct the information if you believe that it is incorrect.

Send us your feedback
Feedback is invited by Friday 23 October 2015 via:

Phone: 1800 991 254 (during business hours) 
Email: singleton.bypass@rms.nsw.gov.au 
Mail:  Joel Rosendahl 

Roads and Maritime Services  
Locked Bag 2030 
Newcastle NSW 2300

If you need help understanding this 
information, please contact the Translating 
and Interpreting Service on 131 450 and ask 
them to call us on 1800 703 457.

Next steps
More information will be provided to the community and 
stakeholders as the project progresses. A preferred option 
is expected to be displayed for comment in mid 2016. 

2012–13 Preliminary feasibility assessment

Develop options
Feasibility 

investigations
Stakeholder 
workshop

October 2013 Feasibility study determined merit in further 
investigating potential bypass options

November 2014 Start bypass options assessment

Community 
consultation

Display possible 
route options

Further 
investigations

Mid 2016 Preferred bypass location identified 
and displayed for community feedback
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Drop-in information sessions
The community is invited to view the bypass options and 
find out more information at staffed displays to be held 
on 13 and 15 October 2015 from 3pm to 7pm at 
Quest Hotel, 5–7 Civic Avenue, Singleton. Drop-in at any 
time to talk to the project team. 

Information is also available at rms.nsw.gov.au/projects

Working with the community
Feedback was sought during the feasibility stage of the 
project. One of the key issues identified was the flooding 
impacts in the Singleton area, which has been considered 
as part of the current investigations.

We will work with the community and stakeholders, including 
Singleton Council during the planning process to understand 
issues and minimise potential impacts.

Community feedback is invited on the shortlisted route 
options by Friday 23 October 2015. 

Feedback received will be considered when carrying out 
further investigations to identify the preferred bypass route. 

Development process


