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1.    INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 BACKGROUND TO AND PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 

NSW Roads and Maritime (RMS) is developing a project to provide a second road over rail bridge in the 

town of Gunnedah, NSW.  Two possible strategic concept options are in close proximity to an historic 

flourmill, which is listed as a heritage item in the Gunnedah Local Environmental Plan, 1998.  These 

options include: 

 construction of a bridge over the railway line on the current rail crossing alignment in New 

Street, directly in front of the mill on its south-eastern side.  This option is unlikely to require 

any physical impacts to the mill site as the work would be contained within existing road 

easements; 

 construction of a new road alignment behind the flour mill through an existing reserve.  This 

option may require a small area of the mill site to be physically impacted at its western corner.  

There are no existing buildings in this part of the site. 

It is anticipated that the bridge will be of concrete construction with two lanes and a pedestrian/cycle 

path.  It will be approximately 8m tall.  The length of the bridge is expected to be approximately 20m 

long with 120m long approaches on either side, although the precise lengths will depend on the option 

chosen.  Visual impacts to the mill site are likely to be the main heritage related issues associated with 

the proposal, which is not expected to impact the building on the mill site.     

RMS engaged NSW Public Works, Government Architect’s Office (GAO) to undertake a heritage 

assessment of the mill to inform the development of concept options for the new bridge.  This report 

provides a heritage assessment of the site according to current NSW Heritage Council heritage 

significance criteria. 

Although this is not a heritage impact statement, the concluding section of this report provides some 

comment about potential heritage issues that may be associated with development of a new bridge in 

the vicinity of the site, so that these issues can be taken into account in the development of the 

preferred concept option for the bridge. 

It is noted that access to the site during the preparation of this report was limited to visual inspection 

from public street frontages only.  Access inside the milling complex was not possible.  This has limited 

the ability to analyse the site and assess its heritage significance. The assessment of significance in this 

report is provisional on this basis. 

 

1.2 AUTHORSHIP 

This Heritage Assessment was undertaken by Caitlin Allen, Heritage Specialist and Archaeologist with 

NSW Public Works, Government Architect’s Office. 

 

1.3 DEFINITIONS 

Definitions and terminology in this report are based on the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter 1999 and 

are as follows: 



 

 

 

 

 

6 Former Brunton’s Flour Mill, Gunnedah - Heritage Assessment September 2012  GAO 

Adaptation means modifying a place to suit the existing use or a proposed use. 

Associations mean the special connections that exist between people and a place. 

Compatible use means a use which respects the cultural significance of the place. Such a use involves 

no, or minimal, impact on cultural significance. 

Conservation means all the processes of looking after a place so as to retain its cultural significance. 

Cultural significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific or social value for past, present or future 

generations. 

Deposit (or “archaeological deposit”) means soils, fills or other layers associated with the development 

of the place that are not structural.  Deposits may contain artefacts.  

Fabric means all the physical material of the place, including components, fixtures, contents, and 

objects. 

Feature (or “archaeological feature”) means structural remains of building and works. 

Interpretation means all the ways of presenting the cultural significance of a place. 

Maintenance means the continuous protective care of the fabric and setfrng of a place, and is to be 

distinguished from repair. Repair involves restoration or reconstruction. 

Meanings denote what a place signifies, indicates, evokes or expresses. 

Place means site, area, Iand, landscape, building or other work, group of buildings or other works, and 

may include components, contents, spaces and views. 

Preservation means maintaining the fabric of a place in its existing state and retarding deterioration. 

Relic (also “archaeological relic”) means "relic" means any deposit, artefact, object or material 

evidence that:  

(a) relates to the settlement of the area that comprises New South Wales, not being Aboriginal 

settlement, and  

(b) is of State or local heritage significance.  

Setting means the area around a place, which may include the visual catchment. 

Use means the functions of a place, as well as the activities and practices that may occur at the place. 

 

In addition:  

RMS – NSW Roads and Maritime Services 

GAO – NSW Public Works, Government Architects Office 

 

  

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#area
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4a.html#local_heritage_significance
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2.    SITE HISTORY 

2.1 LOCAL CONTEXT 

The Gunn-e-darr people of the Kamilaroi tribe inhabited the area before white settlement.  The first white 

person on record to visit the Darling Plains district was John Oxley in 1817. 1  In 1831, Mitchell found 

the Namoi, Gwydir and McIntyre Rivers, returning to report good pastoral land.2  

It is not clear when the first white settlers arrived in the area, but by 1836 when (pastorage) licenses 

became compulsory a number of squatters were identified in the district.  John Johnston was listed as 

holding the Gunnedah Run and John Browne the adjoining Pullaming Run.3  There were numerous other 

settlers holding land in the district at this time, but John Johnston is locally celebrated as Gunnedah’s 

first white settler.  The whole country was divided into large runs by 1848.4     

The town of Gunnedah was surveyed and formally established in 1856. Its first bank opened in 1866 and 

by 1873 the population had grown to 500.  In the same year, a correspondent in the Town and Country 

Journal was critical of the town, noting that he found its residents generally not endowed with much 

energy and enterprise and that the best building in town was the brick lock-up.5  The same journalist 

also noted however, that Gunnedah was “situated in the very centre of one of the richest pastoral 

districts of the colony with an enormous area of undeveloped agricultural land in the immediate vicinity, 

and only awaiting the husbandman’s plough, it can scarcely be doubted that this town must increase 

rapidly when the tide of agricultural settlers begins to flow.”6     

In the same year, a correspondent in the Town and Country Journal noted that: 

“It is the first town on the Namoi of any importance, and though at present is a lethargic state, it is 

likely, from its position, to become ultimately the chief depot of the extensive pastoral district of 

Liverpool Plains.” He further notes, “Agriculture has not made much headway in the 

neighbourhood, chiefly owing to the want of enterprise before referred to and to the fact that there 

is no flour mill at hand.  Wheat has been grown, I was informed, at Mr Hunt’s farm at the back of 

Gunnedah (Note: known known as Mornington), for the past eight years, without one single failure 

of crops”.7   

Progress in the town in the late nineteenth century was slow, but the first newspaper in the town was 

printed in 1876, the railway arrived in 1879 and Gunnedah was proclaimed a Municipality in 1885.  In 

the early twentieth century, the Carruthers Land Settlement Act of 1894, saw more dense agricultural 

settlement in the area around Gunnedah township resulting in the development of agriculture, 

particularly wheat growing.8  In the twentieth century, the large, early pastoral holdings on the plains 

gradually disappeared being replaced by large sheep-stations in the west of the Darling Plains district 

and the spread of the wheat-sheep farm over most of the centre and east.  Subdivision encouraged the 

growth of the wheat industry in the area, which was more suited to smaller land holdings. Poet Dorothea 

                                                      

1 Back to Gunnedah Souvenir, 1935. 

2 Heritage Council of NSW 1996, p 80.  

3 Longmuir, 1956, p 11.  

4 Heritage Council of NSW 1996, p 80. 

5 Longmuir, 1956, p 29. 

6 Town and Country Journal, 22/11/1873 

7 Town and Country Journal, 22/11/1873 

8 Longmuir, 1956, p41. 
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MacKellar spent a great deal of time on a local property near Gunnedah from 1905 until the late 1930s.  

Her best known work “My Country” is thought to have been inspired, in part, by the local terrain.   

Throughout the twentieth century, Gunnedah grew as a regional hub for the surrounding wheat and 

sheep farms, as well as the coal mining activity that had been occurring in the area since the 1870s, 

although nearby Tamworth has always been a larger service centre.  Today Gunnedah has a population 

of about 10,000 with 13,000 in the surrounding Shire.9 

 

2.2 WHEATGROWING AND PROCESSING 

Wheat was grown in Australia from the early days of the Colony, but prior to the 1890s Australia did not 

supply enough wheat to cover its own consumption and wheat was imported to make up the shortfall.  

Prior to the 1870s and 80s, most of the wheat that was grown in NSW was farmed on the coastal 

ranges. After this time there was a marked change to inland farms and by 1881, ninety-five percent of 

the wheat acreage was on inland farms.10  In the 1890s there was a boom in wheat production and by 

1898, New South Wales became a consistent wheat exporter rather than importer.  This transformation 

in the wheat industry in the last decade of the nineteenth century has been attributed to: a rising 

population of farmers; a technological revolution in cultivation, which achieved general acceptance in 

this decade; the extension of the railway network into the wheatlands; the adoption of suitable wheat 

varieties for hot, dry conditions; and the evolution of land tenures that were suitable for wheat farmers.11  

The wheat belt ran from the Spencer Gulf in South Australia, through the Wimmera and Mallee of 

Victoria, into central New South Wales.  The concentration of wheat farms in NSW in the late nineteenth 

century was in the south-central area of the State.  By the turn of the century, the concentration was 

moving north towards the Darling Plains.  By the mid twentieth century, Moree had become the centre of 

a vast wheat growing region in north-central NSW.12 

The Gunnedah Flour Mill was the first flour mill to operate in Gunnedah, opening on 27th January, 1904.  

The land on which the mill was developed was situated in the south-west corner of the town, adjacent to 

the railway line and railway yards and on part of a large portion of land originally designated for cattle 

sale yards.  The land set aside for cattle sale yards can be seen in Figure 2.1.  On the 1895 parish plan 

the site for the mill has been marked and a later annotation (c.1903) shows a section of the roadway at 

the western end of Railway Street as having been sold to WH. Short, H.P Grainger, W.T Keys and W.Doel 

(Figure 2.2), effectively extending the proposed mill site to the railway easement to the south.  

Gunnedah’s first wheat milling venture was registered as WH Short and Co and operated by partners 

W.Keys of Kibah, W. Doel of Rockleigh and H.P. Grainger, a storekeeper from Gunnedah.  It was also 

known as the Excelsior Mill.  The company collapsed during WWI due to forward overseas sales 

commitments that could not be fulfilled.  WH Short committed suicide in 1912 at which time it appears 

that the mill closed.13  By this time the original landholding for the mill had expanded with an additional 

block to the west as shown in the 1911 Parish Plan in figure 2.5.   

 

                                                      

9
 www.gunnedah.nsw.gov.au 

10
 Jeans 1972, p 201. 

11
 Jeans 1972, p 202. 

12
 Heritage Council of NSW 1996, p 84. 

13
 Singleton Argus, Thursday 10 October, 1912. 
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Figure 2.1: The 1890 Parish Plan of Gunnedah showing the land set aside for cattle sale yards outlined in green.14 

 

 

Figure 2.2: The 1895 Parish Plan showing the mill site and the addition of the road easement to the southern end of the 

mill site, outlined in blue.15 

                                                      

14
 http://images.maps.nsw.gov.au 
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Figure 2.3: The original Excellsior Mill on its opening day in 1904.  This building no longer exists.16 

 

 

Figure 2.4: The Excellsior Mill in c.1905 showing the flour sheds behind the original mill building.17 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  

15
 http://images.maps.nsw.gov.au 

16
 McLean 2006, p 65. 
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Figure 2.5: The 1911 Parish Plan showing the addition block of land added to the western side of the mill site.18 

 

The empty premises were acquired in 1915 by Victorian millers, Brunton and Company, which operated 

the mill under the name of the Gunnedah Flour Milling Company.19  The current three-story brick mill 

building was constructed on the site at this time.   

Brunton and Co had been established by Scotsman, Thomas Brunton in Melbourne in 1868.  Brunton 

was a well known figure in Victoria as a miller, founder and President of the Corn Trade Association a 

member of the Victorian Legislative Council from 1890 to 1904.  He was president of the Royal 

Agricultural Society in 1895, a Harbour Trust Commissioner between 1890 and 1898 and president of 

the Royal Caledonian Society from 1894-96.  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  
17 NSW State Library Work and Play Collection, 3934. 

18 http://images.maps.nsw.gov.au 

19
 McLean 2006, p 65. 
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Figure 2.6: Thomas Brunton (left) and his son John S Brunton (right).20 

 

In 1881, a branch of the company was established in Clyde, NSW where the milling complex had its own 

railway siding (Figure 2.7).21  This branch and the mill in Gunnedah were run almost exclusively by 

Thomas Brunton’s sons.  His sons were equally well known in NSW society as their father was in 

Victoria.  John Spencer Brunton, in particular was a member of the Sydney Chamber of Commerce for 

many years, a founder of the Municipal Reform Association and a Member of the NSW Legislative 

Assembly from 1914 to 1917.  He was also widely known as an owner of racing horses and was a 

member of many selective clubs such as the Royal Automobile Club, the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron 

and the Royal Sydney Golf Club.22   

The company’s business grew rapidly and it was a well known brand name in Britain as well as the East, 

particularly Singapore and Hong Kong where a considerable amount of NSW’s wheat was exported to 

(Figure 2.8).  It supplied all of the flour for the Australian Antarctic Expedition led by Sir Douglas 

Mawson to Cape Denison in 1911-1914, as well as Sir Ernest Shackleton’s attempt on the pole in 

1909.23         

 

                                                      

20
 http://www.auspostalhistory.com/articles/442.shtml 

21
 Australian Dictionary of Biography, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/brunton-thomas-3097 

22
 http://strathfieldheritage.org/people/biographies/john-spencer-brunton/ 

23
 Brunton and Co Papers, 1886-1960, Photo Album, PXA59  
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Figure 2.7: Brunton’s Flour Mill at Clyde in 1909.24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.8: Advertisements for Brunton’s Flour 

from 1935 and 1956.25 

                                                      

24
 http://strathfieldheritage.org/people/biographies/john-spencer-brunton/ 

25
 Back To Gunnedah Week Committee 1935; Longmuir 1956. 



 

 

 

 

 

14 Former Brunton’s Flour Mill, Gunnedah - Heritage Assessment September 2012  GAO 

There was a fire at the Gunnedah mill in 1916.  Although a considerable amount of produce and plant 

was lost, most of the complex was saved.26  A report in the Sydney Morning Herald on 16 February 1916 

noted that: 

At five o’clock this morning a fire broke out in Brunton and Co’s mill and destroyed 7000 bags of 

wheat and a quantity of machinery.  It started in a building originally used by Short and Co.,a large 

corrugated iron place and the whole of the machinery there used was destroyed.  The fire spread 

to the main brick building, and fortunately it was confined to the fire-proof portion.  The fire-men 

worked in a very commendable manner and their efforts saved the new milling plant.  

 

 

Figure 2.9: An undated view of the mill, likely taken in the early twentieth century, not long after the current mill building 

was erected, judging by the lack of vegetation on the site, the horse and cart on New Street and the absence of the silos.  

The manager’s house can be clearly seen to the left of the frame on the corner of New Street and the railway line.27    

 

 

Figure 2.10: Milled flour at the rear of the mill site waiting to be transported, presumably in the 1930s or 40s.28 

                                                      

26
 McLean 2006, p 86, p 124. 

27
 Reproduced from Namoi Valley Independent, 24/3/1994. 

28
 Reproduced from Namoi Valley Independent, 24/3/1994. 
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An insurance schedule for Brunton’s Gunnedah Mill dated 20 February 1921, notes the mill assets 

included the mill building, store, smut room, engine room, two wheat sheds, mill office, mill cottage and 

weighing machine and that the buildings were generally constructed of brick with iron roofs.29  At this 

time, there also appears to have been another piece of land acquired for the mill site.  The 1921 Parish 

Plan shows a section of the railway easement at the southern end of the mill site, now forming part of 

the mill (Figure 2.11).   

 

 

Figure 2.11: The 1921 Parish Plan of Gunnedah showing additional land, formerly part of the railway easement, that has 

been added to the Brunton’s Flour Mill site.30 

 

In 1935 the “more important industries carried out in the town” were noted as the “two large flour 

mills31 that work three shifts throughout the year, two saw mills, two freezing works and three cordial 

factories”.32  

The 110ft silos adjoining Brunton’s Flour Mill were constructed in 1946, employing many returned 

soldiers in their construction.  By 1956, Gunnedah was the biggest single wheat receival centre in 

                                                      

29
 Brunton and Co. Insurance Records 1890-1924, ML MSS 674/13B 

30
 Reproduced from Namoi Valley Independent, 24/3/1994. 

31
 The other milling operation in town began life as a small mill known at the North-West flour mill, established by a number of smaller farmers.  The company’s brand name was 

Success Flour.  In 1910, after a flood damaged some of the stock, the mill was moved to a site adjoining the railway line.  When the company went into liquidation, it was purchased by 

outside investors who constituted the Namoi Milling Company in December 1915.  The Namoi flour mill was purchased by Manildra in 1974 and still operates, supplying flour mainly for 

the baking industry (McLean 2006, p 65). 

32
 Back to Gunnedah Week, 1935, p 47. 
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Australia and one of the largest fat and store stock selling centres in NSW.33  The 1956 Centenary 

History of Gunnedah noted that: 

“Gunnedah may well be termed ‘The Wheat City’ of the State … wheat deliveries in recent years to 

Gunnedah rail sidings alone, not counting deliveries to other rail sidings in the district have rarely 

totalled less than one million bushels.  Wheat is undoubtedly Gunnedah’s most important industry 

and the advent of the famous Gabo Wheat developed by the great cereal chemist, Dr Waterhouse, 

has reflected in huge rises in productivity in the district.  Gunnedah has also led the way in 

pioneering bulk handling of Wheat, and farm storage in the district is now the most substantial of 

and wheat area in this State.34   

Shortly after this in 1960, rationalization of the wheat industry led to the Brunton holdings in NSW and 

Victoria to be sold to George Fielder and Company Ltd of Tamworth.  The Namoi Flour mills were still 

operating in Gunnedah, mills in Narrabri and Moree had been recently opened and the former Bruntons 

Mill was considered to be uneconomic, even though it had been the more important of the two mills in 

Gunnedah until 1954.  It has been suggested that the Brunton family failed to recognize the changed 

occurring in the wheat industry and had not diversified into stock feeds and bakeries.  There was also a 

decline in overseas markets for flour in the 1950s.35  

 

 

Figure 2.12: A view of Bruntons Mill from the east, taken in the mid twentieth century after the silos were built in 1946, 

showing: the main three-storey mill building with BRUNTON painted on the side; the open sheds for flour bag storage to the 

rear of the mill building; the managers cottage on the New Street frontage (bottom left-hand corner of the frame); the large 

silos to the right; and a small timber building, possibly for the weigh-station at the New Street entrance.36    

 

                                                      

33
 Longmuir, 1956, p 41. 

34
 Longmuir, 1956, p 63. 

35
 University of New England, Department of Geography, 1972, Gunnedah and the Liverpool Plains, University of New England, Armidale. 

36
 Reproduced from McLean 2006. 
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Figure 2.13: Another view of the mill from the east c.1956, showing a closer view of the New Street entrance area.37    

 

Fielder and Co operated the former Brunton’s Mill at Gunnedah as a grain holding facility until mid 1972 

when it sold the mill site.38  It appears to have been used as a holding facility until the early 1990s.  It 

then remained idle for a number of years until it was acquired and redeveloped as the Gunnedah Maize 

Mill by Dangerfield Holdings in 2000.39   It is not clear at which point the name of the mill changed to 

Meggitt’s, but this is the name painted on the northern façade of the main mill building. 

Today the site retains the 1907 three-storey brick mill building and attached engine shed (it is not clear 

if this attached shed also contains the smut room) and 1946 grain silos.  The wheat sheds, mill office, 

mill cottage, and weigh-bridge office all appear to have been removed. 

Brunton’s original mill building in Melbourne no longer exists on the corner of Flinders Lane and 

Spencer Street.  Similarly the six storey mill at Clyde was demolished shortly after WWII.  The Gunnedah 

mill is the only remaining mill from Brunton’s Flour Milling empire.   

 

                                                      

37
 http://images.maps.nsw.gov.au 

38
 Notes provided by Gunnedah Council; Namoi Valley Independent 24/3/1994. 

39
 McLean 2006, p 65; notes provided by Gunnedah Council. 
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Figure 2.14: The mill as it is today.40    

  

                                                      

40
 http://images.maps.nsw.gov.au 
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3. SITE DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS 

3.1 SITE DESCRIPTION 

The former Brunton’s Gunnedah Flour Mill is situated at the corner of New Street and Barber Street in 

the south-western area of Gunnedah in the Darling Plains region of NSW (Figure 3.1 and 3.2).   

 

 

Figure 3.1: The location of Gunnedah (marked with a red A) in central NSW.  The nearest large regional centre is Tamworth 

to the east41    

 

                                                      

41
 www.google.com.au/maps 
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Figure 3.2: The location of the former Brunton’s Flour Mill site, outlined in orange, within the town of Gunnedah.42    

 

The site is flat and roughly triangular shaped, bounded by New Street to the south-east, Barber Street to 

the north-east, a grassed reserve to the north and a railway line to the south-west.  There is a grassed 

and treed reserve with a natural drainage channel on the southern side of the railway line, which forms 

part of the immediate setting of the mill.  The site is surrounded by a modern chain-link fence.  The site 

comprises a three-storey brick mill building with attached engine shed, a six-chamber cement silo 

building with enclosed external stair and a modern single storey office/storage building. 

The main mill building is a three storey gable roofed structure, rectangular in plan.  The external walls 

are of load bearing brickwork with engaged brick piers evenly spaced around the perimeter.  Timber 

framed double hung windows are located in a regular pattern between the engaged piers on each of the 

3-storeys.  Cargo loft double doors replace windows in several locations on the upper floors.  The 

original openings on the northern wall with the exception of the two ground floor doors have been sealed 

off with recessed brick.  Historic photographs indicate that a large structure extending the full width of 

the mill building, possibly the original silos, was once located close to this wall.  It is unclear whether all 

the extant windows are original or have been later replacements of original bricked-in "openings".  The 

brick end gable walls align with the face of the engaged piers.  The roof is of short-sheeted painted 

corrugated iron.  Ventilators are installed near the ridge on both sides of the roof.  Two brick internal 

walls, probably for fire separation, extend through the roof, one for the full length of the ridge and one 

from the ridge to the external face on the southern side.   

There is an attached brick and corrugated iron structure adjoining the southern and eastern sides of the 

mill building, which appears to have been the steam engine house.  Its tall chimney has been removed 

some time in the late twentieth century.  

The nearby silo structure to the north of the mill building contains 6 contiguous silos, in a 3 x 2 

rectangular grid and is constructed from in-situ concrete.  An adjoining structure centrally located on 

the southern end of the silos extends to the top of the silos and across the full length of the silos.  The 

structure includes a larger three-storey section at its base and the whole structure (roof and walls) 

                                                      

42
 http://images.maps.nsw.gov.au 
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is clad in a corrugated sheet material, presumably asbestos cement corrugated sheeting (Super-Six).  

The structure is assumed to contain machinery for the movement of wheat into the silos, together with a 

stair giving access to the top of the silos. 

Although the mill has been subject to some modernisation and a relatively new single-storey office/store 

building has been built on the corner of New Street and Barber Street, it has otherwise remained free 

from large scale redevelopment like many of the still operating historic flour mills in the State, including 

the Namoi Flour Mill at the northern end of Railway Avenue.  This has contributed substantially to the 

historic character of the former Brunton’s Flour Mill site being retained. 

 

 

Figure 3.3: A recent aerial photograph of the mill site showing its extent and key features.43    

 

 

                                                      

43
 http://images.maps.nsw.gov.au 
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Figure 3.4: The former Brunton’s Flour Mill Complex as viewed from New Street.  This is the front of the complex.  The 

1907 mill building with attached engine shed is to the left and the 1946 grain silos to the right of frame.  The modern 

single-storey office/storage building can be seen in the bottom left hand corner of the image (GAO August 2012). 

 

 

Figure 3.5: The former Brunton’s Flour Mill Complex viewed from the southern side of the railway line.  The 1907 mill 

building with attached engine shed is to the right and the 1946 grain silos to the left of frame (GAO August 2012). 
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Figure 3.6: The former Brunton’s Flour Mill Complex viewed from the west.  This is the back of the site.  The 1907 mill 

building with attached engine shed is to the right and the 1946 grain silos to the left of frame (GAO August 2012). 
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Figure 3.7: The former Brunton’s Flour Mill building and attached engine shed viewed from the New Street entrance (GAO 

August 2012). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.8: The 1946 grain silos viewed 

from the north (GAO August 2012). 

 

3.2 VIEWS AND SETTING 

The former Brunton’s Flour Mill is situated at the south-west corner of the Gunnedah town centre.  

Although there has certainly been some modern development around the mill, much of the building 

stock is contemporary with the mill and it retains open grassed space to the south, south-east and west.  

Pensioner’s Hill forms a backdrop to the Mill when viewed from the east and south-east.  This view was 

captured in historic images of the mill (Figures 2.9 and 2.12).  The view has changed little to the present 

day. 

The mill is a landmark in Gunnedah.  The silos in particular are a dominant visual feature being one of 

the highest structures in town.  The historic mill building itself is clearly seen with distant and close 

views from the length of Railway Avenue to the East and the roundabout on the Oxley Highway to the 

south and south-east.  These views are highlighted in purple and blue in Figure 3.9 and are the most 

significant views of the mill.   

The mill forms part of a milling and wheat storage precinct running along the north side of the railway 

line from the Namoi Flour Mill in the east to the former Brunton’s Flour Mill in the west.  The former 

Brunton’s Flour Mill and the grain silos adjacent to the railway line immediately east of the mill are the 

most striking visual elements in this precinct. 
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Both the distant and close views of the former Brunton’s Flour Mill from New Street, Railway Avenue and 

the Oxley Highway were clearly intended to be the key visual approaches to the mill by the original 

owners.  The facades of the mill building that address these approaches from the town centre, highway 

and railway line bear the name and date of establishment of Brunton’s and the later owners, Meggitt.  

The mill marks the beginning of the early town centre when approached from the south-west.   

Looking out from the front entrance to the mill on New Street, there are close views down Railway 

Avenue over the historic avenue of palms leading to the entrance to the railway station and close and 

distant views to the other milling and grain storage facilities along the railway line to the east. 

Pensioner’s Hill is the highest vantage point in Gunnedah and affords views over the town and 

surrounding district to the north, east and south.  The former Brunton’s Flour Mill is a striking historic 

feature within the central area of the town, close to the foot of Pensioner’s Hill. 

In all of the key views described here, the former Brunton’s Flour Mill is a key visual reminder of the 

history of Gunnedah and the importance of wheat growing and production to the economy of the district 

of the region and the State from the late nineteenth through to the mid-twentieth century. 

 

 

 

Figure 3.9: The key views to and from the former Brunton’s Flour Mill site.  The most significant views are those highlighted 

in purple, blue and yellow, with secondary views highlighted in orange and pink. 44 

 

  

                                                      

44
 http://images.maps.nsw.gov.au 
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Key views of the Mill from New Street and the Oxley Highway (Blue Zone in Figure 3.3) 

 

 

Figure 3.10: The site from the south, viewed standing in the treed reserve on the western side of New Street and the 

southern side of the railway line (GAO August 2012). 

 

 

Figure 3.11: A closer view of the site and its immediate setting from the south, viewed standing in the treed reserve on the 

western side of New Street and the southern side of the railway line (GAO August 2012). 
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Figure 3.12: The site from the south, viewed standing on the eastern side of New Street near the roundabout at New Street 

and the Oxley Highway (GAO August 2012). 

 

 

Figure 3.13: The site from the south, viewed standing on the eastern side of New Street near the New Street railway 

crossing (GAO August 2012). 
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Figure 3.14: The site from the south, viewed through the trees from the Oxley Highway (GAO August 2012). 

 

 

Figure 3.15: The site from the south, viewed from the southern side of the Oxley Highway.  The silos are clearly visible (GAO 

August 2012). 
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Key views of the Mill from Railway Avenue (Purple Zone in Figure 3.3) 

 

 

Figure 3.16: The view to the site looking up Railway Avenue towards the mill site from the entrance to the railway station.  

The brick mill building and concrete grain silos can be clearly seen beyond the avenue of palms.  Pensioner’s Hill provides 

the backdrop to the mill site (GAO August 2012). 

 

Figure 3.17: A closer view to the site looking up Railway Avenue towards the mill site.  The brick mill building and concrete 

grain silos can be clearly seen beyond the avenue of palms.  Pensioner’s Hill provides the backdrop to the mill site (GAO 

August 2012).  This view has changed little since the mill was constructed. 
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Figure 3.18: The view of the front entrance to the mill from the junction of Railway Avenue and Mill Street (GAO August 

2012).   

 

Key, immediate view of the Mill from the south-west (Orange Zone in Figure 3.3) 

 

 

Figure 3.19: The mill viewed from the reserve on the southern side of the railway line (GAO August 2012).   
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Key view of the Mill from the north (Pink arrows in Figure 3.3) 

 

 

Figure 3.20: The mill viewed from the north.  Only the silos are visible from this direction (GAO August 2012).   

 

Key views of the Mill from Pensioner’s Hill (Yellow arrows in Figure 3.3) 

 

 

Figure 3.21: The view of Gunnedah from Pensioner’s Hill, looking east.  The 1907 mill building and 1946 silos of the former 

Brunton’s Flour Mill can be clearly seen in the centre of the frame.  They are a dominant feature of Gunnedah (GAO August 

2012).   
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Figure 3.22: A closer perspective of the view of Brunton’s Flour Mill and Gunnedah behind , taken from Pensioner’s Hill.  

The 1907 mill building and 1946 silos of the former Brunton’s Flour Mill can be clearly seen in relation to Railway Avenue 

and the grain storage and milling precinct along the northern side of the railway line.  Brunton’s Flour Mill is a distinctive 

feature in this area (GAO August 2012).   

 

 

Figure 3.23: A slightly difference angled view from Pensioner’s Hill, looking east, showing the former Brunton’s Flour Mill in 

relation to the Gunnedah town centre and the railway line (GAO August 2012).   
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3.3 HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL 

There are no known structures on the site prior to the turn of the twentieth century.  Parish plans 

indicate that prior to the development of the mill, the site was allocated for cattle sale yards.  The areas 

of archaeological potential associated with the historic use of the mill are likely to relate to: 

 the former manager’s cottage on the southern corner of the site fronting New Street and the 

railway line (shown in Figures 2.9 and 2.12).  This may present as brick or stone building 

footings, evidence of services and artefact deposits; 

 the former wheat sheds behind (to the north-west) of the brick mill building (Figures 2.9, 2.10, 

2.12 and 2.13).  Remains of the wheat sheds are likely to be ephemeral including post-holes and 

possibly some artefact deposits. 

 the three to four storey structure shown in historic photographs behind (to the west) of the mill 

building, which may have been for wheat storage and processing (Figures 2.12 and 2.13).  This 

may present as building footings, equipment bases and artefact deposits. 

 

3.4 HERITAGE LISTINGS 

The former Brunton’s Flour Mill is listed on the Gunnedah LEP as an item of environmental heritage. 

 

Meggitt Lt Flour Mill (formerly Brunton’s Flour Mill), 3 Barber Street, Gunnedah 

Lots 1 and 2, DP 1071991, Adjoining land opposite Railway Avenue 

Local significance, item number I01545 

 

The other nearby heritage item is the Gunnedah Railway Station, which is listed on the NSW Heritage 

Register.  This item is outside the visual catchment of the proposed siting of the new road over rail 

bridge and has not been considered in this report. 

 

Gunnedah Railway Station – 15-51 Railway Avenue, Gunnedah 

Lot 25, DP1006398 

State significance, item number 1005 

 

3.5 PLANNING REQUIREMENTS 

The heritage clauses of the Gunnedah Local Environmental Plan 2012, will not apply to the development 

of a new road over rail bridge proposed by RMS.  The provisions of State Environmental Planning Policy 

(Infrastructure) 2007, will apply instead.  This Policy allows RMS to develop certain road infrastructure, 

including bridges, without consent.  There are however, consultation requirements for developments 

without consent that have the potential to impact listed heritage items.   

                                                      
45 http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_reg/glep2012292/sch5.html 

 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_reg/glep2012292/sch5.html
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Clause 14 applies to development carried out by or on behalf of a public authority if the development:  

(a)  is likely to have an impact that is not minor or inconsequential on a local heritage item; (other than a 

local heritage item that is also a State heritage item) or a heritage conservation area, and 

(b)  is development that this Policy provides may be carried out without consent. 

 

It requires that a public authority, or a person acting on behalf of a public authority, must not carry out 

development to which this clause applies unless the authority or the person has: 

(a)  had an assessment of the impact prepared, and 

(b)  given written notice of the intention to carry out the development, with a copy of the assessment, to 

the council for the area in which the heritage item or heritage conservation area (or the relevant part of 

such an area) is located, and 

(c)  taken into consideration any response to the notice that is received from the council within 21 days 

after the notice is given. 

 

The site is not listed on the NSW State Heritage register but is subject to the archaeological provisions 

of the NSW Heritage Act, 1977.  Excavation work in areas of identified archaeological potential will 

require approval or exemption pursuant to s139 of the NSW Heritage Act, 1977. 
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4. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS  

 

There are a number of mills in NSW that have been listed on the NSW State Heritage Register and on 

local council heritage schedules.  The information below has largely been taken from the NSW State 

Heritage Inventory (www.heritage.nsw.gov.au), although some images and site descriptions have been 

taken from other web-based sources, as noted.  Where a site is listed, but no descriptive information 

could be found, it has been excluded from this analysis.  Mills that do not resemble Bruntons mill at 

Gunnedah in design or functional layout have also been excluded (for example earlier windmills).  Mills 

that are the closest comparative examples to the former Brunton’s Flour Mill are highlighted in bold type 

in the table below. 

 

Name Location Significance and Site Type Image46 

Connollys 

Mill 

Goulburn State significant  

In c1908 the Old Goulburn 

Municipal Baths were 

converted to a steam roller 

mill, which closed in 1970.  

The design of the main mill 

building is similar to that at 

Bruntons Mill, Corowa Mill 

and Crago’s Mill Bathurst. 

 

Source: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/22616984@N07/6075803113/ 

Corowa Flour 

Mill 

Corowa State significant 

Mill established in 1887, 

but current four-storey 

building dates from 1920.  

Machinery removed.  Also 

six silo bins, brick office 

and boiler house. 

The complex is similar in 

architectural style and 

functional composition to 

Bruntons Mill at Gunnedah 

and Bunge Flour Mill in 

Albury.  It is associated with 

the railway line.   

It is considered a local 

 

 

                                                      
46 Unless otherwise stated, all images come from the NSW State Heritage Inventory – www.heritage.nsw.com.au 
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landmark. 

It is now occupied by 

Corowa Whiskey and 

Chocolate. 

Source: http://www.westonlangford.com 

Bunge Flour 

Mill  

Albury Demolished in 2012. 

Built in c.1908.  Four storey 

brick building.  Converted 

to maize milling in the 

1990s and closed in 2008.   

Similar in architectural style 

and functional composition 

to Corowa and Albury mills.  

Had a relationship with the 

railway precinct. 

 

McCrossin’s 

Mill 

Uralla State significant 

Late 1860s flour mill that 

operated until the early 

1890s and thereafter used 

for storage.  Three-storey 

brick.  Equipment removed.  

Currently used as a 

museum.  The style of this 

building is similar to the 

Excellsior Mill building that 

was replaced by the current 

Bruntons Mill building at 

Gunnedah.  It is also similar 

to the former Gundagai 

mill. 

 

Byrne’s Mill  Queanbeya

n 

Local significance 

1883 brick, three-storey 

mill.  Sole surviving mill in 

the Canberra-Queanbeyan 

district.  Mail mill building 

survives with adjoining mill 

house.  No silos.   

 

http://www.westonlangford.com/
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Namoi Flour 

Mill 

Gunnedah Local Significance 

Built in 1910 with later 

extensions.  Original mill 

building not visible from the 

street.  This does not have 

the landmark qualities that 

Brunton’s Flour Mill has. 

 

Cowra Steam 

Mill 

Cowra Local significance 

Built in 1860.  Three-storey 

stone building.  Ceased 

operations in 1905. 

Considered a landmark in 

the Cowra district.  

Adaptively re-used as a 

winery and function centre. 

An earlier architectural style 

than the Gunnedah mill and 

unlike Gunnedah it no 

longer has its support 

buildings and silos. 

 

Source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/shebalso/2144643797/ 

Crago Mill  Bathurst Local significance 

1906 , two-storey brick 

building, similar to the mill 

buildings at Corowa and 

Gunnedah. Milling ceased 

on the site in the 1980s.  

Currently an arts precinct. 

 

Crago Mill Newtown, 

Sydney 

Local significance 

Erected in 1896 but re-built 

to same design after a fire 

in 1900.  Three-storey brick 

mill flanked by a two-storey 

building and single-storey 

engine house. Numerous 

corrugated iron extensions. 

Rail access and private 

siding. 

Recently won an award for 

 



 

 

 

 

 

38 Former Brunton’s Flour Mill, Gunnedah - Heritage Assessment September 2012  GAO 

its conversion to 

apartments. 

Source:  www.architectsajc.com 

Loneragans 

Mill  

Gulgong No description of the 

current state of the mill is 

available, but this image 

indicates a large, four-

storey brick mill building, 

likely dating from the early 

twentieth century with a 

range of associated 

corrugated iron sheds and 

separate brick office 

building. 

 

Bayly Street 

Flour Mill 

Gulgong Local significance 

Early twentieth century 

corrugated iron and 

weatherboard mill complex.  

Flour Mill 

Site 

West 

Wyalong 

Local significance 

This mill was operated by 

Crago.  This mill burnt 

down in 1943.  The 

buildings on the site 

currently date from this 

period. 

 

Former 

Gundagai 

Flour Mill 

Gundagai Local significance 

Built in 1849. 

This is an example of mill 

architecture from an earlier 

period and within a 

different regional context to 

Brunton’s Flour Mill and 

thus is not directly 

comparable. 
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Former 

Haslam’s 

Mill 

Molong Local significance 

1861, 3-storey face brick 

mill building once served by 

private rail siding.  Passed 

out of use in 1975.    
 

Munro’s Mill Tamworth Local Significance 

Munro’s Mill opened in 

1863 and was the first 

commercial flour mill in the 

New England area operating 

until 1901.  Three-storey 

brick building.  Currently 

used by Tamworth 

Community College. 

 

Tremain’s 

Mill 

Bathurst Local Significance 

Established on the current 

site in 1875 and operated 

until the 1980s.  The 

complex includes a four-

storey mill building, grain 

silos and associated sheds.   

Associated with the railway 

line. 

 

Waratah 

Flour Mill 

Marrickville Local significance 

Established in 1914.  

Central five-storey brick mill 

building.  Associated with 

the railway line. The silos 

have been removed.  The 

site is now apartments. 
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Young Roller 

Flour Mill 

Young Local significance 

Established in 1890.  Brick 

mills buildings, with 

corrugated iron extensions 

and concrete silos.  The mill 

is still in use and contains 

some of its original 

equipment.  It is likely this 

complex is of State 

significance although it is 

not listed on the State 

Heritage Register. 

 

 

 

The closest comparative examples to the former Brunton’s Flour Mill in Gunnedah from the table above 

are: Connollys Mill in Goulburn; Corowa Flour Mill; Crago Mill in Bathurst; and the West Wyalong Flour 

Mill.  This is based on the remaining building stock only.  It is not possible to compare the mills on the 

basis of the milling equipment as internal inspection of the former Brunton’s Flour Mill was not possible 

during preparation of this report. 

All of these mills were constructed in the very late nineteenth or very early twentieth century.  All have 

multi-storey brick mill buildings with distinctive engaged-brick piers on each facade between the double-

hung windows.  This seems to be a typical mill design for this period   

Of these mills, Corowa Flour Mill is the closest comparison to the former Brunton’s Flour Mill in regard 

to building stock as only these sites appear to retain their silos.  Both sites are associated directly with 

railway precincts and appear to retain their edge of town, semi-rural setting.  The Bunge Flour Mill in 

Albury, which appears to have been the next closest comparative example, was demolished in early 

2012. 

There may of course be unlisted mills around the state that date from the late nineteenth and early 

twentieth century, which do not form part of this analysis.  Notwithstanding this, it appears that the 

former Brunton’s Flour Mill in Gunnedah has a mill building that is a common design for flour mills in 

the late nineteenth and early twentieth century in NSW, but is becoming increasingly rare as mill 

complexes of this period are gradually demolished or substantially altered.  It is likely to be one of only a 

small number of flour mills of this period to retain its associated engine room and silos, although it has 

lost its wheat sheds and managers cottage.  In regard to building stock and setting, the mill appears to 

be a good representative example of a late nineteenth/early twentieth century flour mill in NSW.     
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5.    SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT 

5.1 INTRODUCTION 

The NSW heritage assessment criteria encompass the four values in the Australia ICOMOS Burra 

Charter, which are commonly accepted as basic heritage values by Australian heritage agencies and 

professional consultants: 

 historical significance 

 aesthetic significance 

 scientific significance 

 social significance 

They also consider if the place is rare or representative of its type. 

The seven NSW criteria have been used to assess the heritage significance of the former Brunton’s Flour 

Mill site.  The assessments under each criterion have been used to develop the overall statement of 

significance. 

 

Rankings of Significance 

The NSW Heritage Council recognises two rankings or thresholds of significance. These are State 

heritage significance and Local heritage significance.  The first denotes significance to all the people of 

NSW and items in this category should be listed on the State Heritage Register.  There is also a National 

ranking associated with the National Heritage List. 

For complex sites, elements within the site are usually ranked for their contribution to the significance of 

the site as a whole using a scale from Intrusive to Exceptional.  These rankings are defined as follows. 

 

 LEVEL DEFINITION 

A Exceptional Where an individual space or element is assessed to display a strong 

degree of correlation with the Statement of Significance for the place. 

Spaces, elements or fabric exhibit a high degree of intactness and 

quality, though minor alterations or degradation may be evident. 

B High Where an individual space or element is assessed to display a 

substantial degree of correlation with the Statement of Significance. 

Spaces, elements or fabric, originally of substantial quality, and which 

may have undergone considerable alteration or adaptation resulting in 

presentation which is either incomplete or ambiguous. This category 

also includes spaces, elements or fabric of average quality in terms of 

design and materials, but which exhibit a high degree of intactness. 

C Moderate Where an individual space or element is assessed to display a moderate 

degree of correlation with the Statement of Significance. Spaces, 

elements or fabric, originally of little intrinsic quality and which may 



 

 

 

 

 

42 Former Brunton’s Flour Mill, Gunnedah - Heritage Assessment September 2012  GAO 

have undergone alteration or degradation. Or, in addition, are of a 

relatively new construction and the assessment of significance is 

difficult or is poor quality in relation to elements of exceptional / high 

significance. This category also includes spaces, elements or fabric of 

any quality but which have undergone extensive alteration or adaptation. 

D Low Where an individual space or element is assessed to display a low 

degree of correlation with the Statement of Significance, particularly 

compared with other features of the Gladesville Hospital. Spaces, 

elements or fabric, originally of little intrinsic quality and which may 

have undergone alteration or degradation. This category also includes 

spaces, elements or fabric of any quality but which have undergone 

extensive alteration or adaptation to such an extent that only isolated 

remnants survive, resulting in a low degree of intactness and quality of 

presentation. 

E Neutral Where an individual space or element is assessed to display a minor 

degree of correlation with the Statement of Significance. Spaces, 

elements or fabric that have been assessed as possessing little or no 

significance.   

F Intrusive Where an individual space or element detracts from the appreciation of 

cultural significance, by adversely affecting or obscuring other 

significant areas, elements or items.   

 

   

5.2 ANALYSIS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

NOTE: It is noted that access to the site during the preparation of this report was limited to visual 

inspection from public street frontages only.  Access inside the milling complex was not possible.  This 

has limited the ability to analyse the site and assess its heritage significance. The assessment of 

significance in this report is provisional on this basis.  More detailed internal and external investigation 

of the site and its components and further comparative analysis would be required to finalise the 

assessment of significance. 

 

CRITERION A – An item is important in the course, or pattern, of NSW or the local area’s cultural or natural 

history  

CRITERION B – An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, 

of importance in NSW’s cultural or natural history. 

The former Brunton’s Flour Mill has LOCAL and potentially STATE heritage significance under this 

criterion. 

The wheat industry was a key driver of Australia’s economy in the late nineteenth and early to mid 

twentieth century.  The Darling Plains region played an increasingly important role in this industry in the 

early to mid-twentieth century.  It was also critical to the development of Gunnedah during the same 
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period and it has been claimed by local historians that by 1956, Gunnedah was the biggest single wheat 

receival centre in Australia.  The former Brunton’s Flour Mill was one of two major flour mills in 

Gunnedah and was significant to the development of the local economy as well as to the State economy.   

For most of its operating life the mill was owned by Brunton and Co, a well-known brand name in 

Australia as well as Britain and the East, particularly Singapore and Hong Kong where a considerable 

amount of NSW’s wheat was exported to in the early twentieth century.  Brunton’s Flour Mills supplied 

all of the flour for the Australian Antarctic Expedition led by Sir Douglas Mawson to Cape Denison in 

1911-1914, as well as Sir Ernest Shackleton’s attempt on the pole in 1909.  Thomas and John S 

Brunton were notable figures and influential members of society in NSW.   The former Brunton’s Mill at 

Gunnedah has direct links to the company, the people and the events and provides the only remaining 

tangible evidence of the Brunton’s milling empire. 

These historic and associational heritage values are embodied in the following characteristics of the site: 

 the 1907 brick mill building and attached engine shed (including any remnant historic 

equipment if present); 

 painted signs on the exterior of the mill building, particularly evidence of the “Brunton” sign on 

the south-eastern wall; 

 the 1946 silos including the corrugated iron enclosed access stairs; 

 the early weighbridge (if it still exists); 

 the physical and visual connection to the town centre; 

 the physical and visual connection between the mill and the railway precinct/railway line to the 

east and south; 

 the relatively uncluttered setting of the mill with Pensioner’s Hill as a backdrop to the west and 

the surrounding grassed and treed reserves to the south; 

 key views of the front of the mill from Railway Avenue and New Street (shown in Figure 3.9); 

 key views of the mill from Pensioner’s Hill (shown in Figure 3.9). 

 

CRITERION C – An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of 

creative or technological achievement in NSW or the local area. 

The former Brunton’s Flour Mill has LOCAL and potentially STATE heritage significance under this 

criterion. 

The former Brunton’s Flour Mill is a key visual reminder of the history of Gunnedah and the importance 

of wheat growing and production to the economy of the district of the region and the State from the late 

nineteenth through to the mid-twentieth century.  It is a local landmark, marking the south-west corner 

of the town centre and sitting within a former wheat storage and milling precinct running along the 

northern side of the railway line. 

Although the mill has been subject to some modernisation and a relatively new single-storey office/store 

building has been built on the corner of New Street and Barber Street, it has otherwise remained free 

from large scale redevelopment like many of the still operating historic flour mills in the State, including 

the Namoi Flour Mill at the northern end of Railway Avenue.  This has contributed substantially to the 

historic character and setting of the former Brunton’s Flour Mill site being retained.   

It is not possible to assess the technical value of the mill without accessing the interior spaces. 

These aesthetic heritage values are embodied in the following characteristics of the site: 
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 the 1907 brick mill building and attached engine shed (including any remnant historic 

equipment if present); 

 painted signs on the exterior of the mill building, particularly evidence of the “Brunton” sign on 

the south-eastern wall; 

 the 1946 silos including the corrugated iron enclosed access stairs; 

 the physical and visual connection to the town centre; 

 the physical and visual connection between the mill and the railway precinct/railway line to the 

east and south; 

 the relatively uncluttered setting of the mill with Pensioner’s Hill as a backdrop to the west and 

the surrounding grassed and treed reserves to the south; 

 key views of the front of the mill from Railway Avenue and New Street (shown in Figure 3.9) with 

the backdrop of Pensioner’s Hill to the west; 

 key views of the mill from Pensioner’s Hill (shown in Figure 3.9). 

 

CRITERION D - An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in 

N.S.W. for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. 

The social significance of the former Brunton’s Flour Mill has not been formally assessed through 

community consultation.  It is likely to have some level of LOCAL heritage significance as a key employer 

in Gunnedah and the region in the early to mid twentieth century.  It is likely to have some significance 

to local community groups such as the historical society. 

 

CRITERION E – An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of N.S.W.’s 

cultural or natural history. 

The site has potential LOCAL heritage significance under this criterion.   

Generally the site has limited potential to add knowledge regarding flour milling in NSW and Australia.  

Archaeological evidence may help identify the function of the building that sat behind (to the west of the 

mill building) and thus add knowledge about the history of the site itself.   

Archaeological evidence from the manager’s cottage may add some knowledge about life for the mill 

manager and his family and life in Gunnedah in the early twentieth century.   

These research values are embodied in the following characteristics of the site: 

 potential archaeological evidence of the former manager’s cottage on the southern corner of the 

site fronting New Street and the railway line; 

 potential archaeological evidence of the three to four storey structure shown in historic 

photographs behind (to the west) of the mill building, which may have been for wheat storage 

and processing.   

 

CRITERION F- An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s cultural or natural history. 

The former Brunton’s Flour Mill has LOCAL and potentially STATE heritage significance under this 

criterion. 
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It appears that the former Brunton’s Flour Mill in Gunnedah has a mill building that is a common design 

for flour mills in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century in NSW, but is becoming increasingly 

rare as mill complexes of this period are gradually demolished or substantially altered.  It is likely to be 

one of only a small number of flour mills of this period to retain its associated engine room and silos, 

although it has lost its wheat sheds and managers cottage.    

Although the mill has been subject to some modernisation and a relatively new single-storey office/sore 

building has been built on the corner of New Street and Barber Street, it has otherwise remained free 

from large scale redevelopment like many of the still operating historic flour mills in the State, including 

the Namoi Flour Mill at the northern end of Railway Avenue.  This has contributed substantially to the 

historic character and setting of the former Brunton’s Flour Mill site being retained, which also appears 

to be increasingly rare for mills of this type and period in NSW.  The main, known comparative example 

is the Corowa Flour Mill, which is listed on the NSW State Heritage Register. 

These rarity values are embodied in the following characteristics of the site: 

 the 1907 brick mill building and attached engine shed (including any remnant historic 

equipment if present); 

 painted signs on the exterior of the mill building, particularly evidence of the “Brunton” sign on 

the south-eastern wall; 

 the 1946 silos including the corrugated iron enclosed access stairs; 

 the physical and visual connection to the town centre; 

 the physical and visual connection between the mill and the railway precinct/railway line to the 

east and south; 

 the relatively uncluttered setting of the mill with Pensioner’s Hill as a backdrop to the west and 

the surrounding grassed and treed reserves to the south; 

 key views of the front of the mill from Railway Avenue and New Street (shown in Figure 3.9) with 

the backdrop of Pensioner’s Hill to the west; 

 key views of the mill from Pensioner’s Hill (shown in Figure 3.9). 

 

CRITERION G – An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of N.S.W.’s 

cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments. 

It is not possible to properly assess the site under this criterion without undertaking a thorough 

inspection of the site internally and externally.  However, in regard to building stock and setting, the mill 

appears to be a good representative example of a late nineteenth/early twentieth century flour mill in 

NSW.  Although it has lost its wheat sheds and manager’s house, it appears to retain the key buildings 

necessary to demonstrate the process of flour milling in the twentieth century.  It retains its relationship 

to the nearby railway precinct and railway line.  If it retains evidence of the original milling equipment or 

fittings associated with it, this would contribute to the value of the site under this criterion. 

 

INTEGRITY/INTACTNESS 

Although the former Brunton’s Flour Mill has lost some of its original buildings and elements, including 

its wheat storage sheds, manager’s cottage and original engine room chimney, it retains its core 

buildings, the 1907 mill building and 1946 wheat silos, in a relatively intact historic setting.  If it retains 

evidence of the original milling equipment or fittings associated with it, this would contribute to the 

integrity of the site.      
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5.3  SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE SITE AS A WHOLE 

NOTE: It is noted that access to the site during the preparation of this report was limited to visual 

inspection from public street frontages only.  Access inside the milling complex was not possible.  This 

has limited the ability to analyse the site and assess its heritage significance. The assessment of 

significance in this report is provisional on this basis.  More detailed internal and external investigation 

of the site and its components and further comparative analysis would be required to finalise the 

assessment of significance. 

 

The former Brunton’s Flour Mill has LOCAL and potentially STATE heritage significance. 

This twentieth century flour mill provides tangible evidence of the important role of the wheat industry 

as a key driver of Australia’s economy in the late nineteenth and early to mid twentieth century.  It was 

also critical to the development of Gunnedah and the Darling Plains region during the same period when 

Gunnedah was possibly the biggest single wheat receival centre in Australia.   

The mill is a key landmark within the current townscape, and a physical marker of the history of 

Gunnedah and the historical importance of wheat growing and milling to the economy of the district, the 

region and the State.  Although the mill has been subject to some modernisation, it has largely remained 

free from large scale redevelopment, which has contributed substantially to the historic character and 

setting of the former Brunton’s Flour Mill site being retained.   

The mill building and associated silos are a common design for the early twentieth century, but 

examples are becoming increasingly rare as mill complexes of this period are gradually demolished or 

substantially altered.  It is likely to be one of only a small number of flour mills of this period to retain its 

associated engine room and silos and its rarity is increased by the integrity of its setting, its relationship 

to the town centre and the railway line and rail yards.  The main, known comparative NSW example in 

regard to integrity of building stock and setting is the Corowa Flour Mill, which is listed on the NSW 

State Heritage Register.   

The former Brunton’s Mill at Gunnedah is the only remaining tangible evidence of the Brunton’s milling 

empire, its other mills having been demolished.  Brunton and Co was a well-known brand name in 

Australia as well as Britain and the East.  Brunton’s Flour Mills supplied all of the flour for the Australian 

Antarctic Expedition led by Sir Douglas Mawson to Cape Denison in 1911-1914, as well as Sir Ernest 

Shackleton’s attempt on the South Pole in 1909.  Thomas and John S. Brunton were notable figures and 

influential members of society in NSW.    

 

5.4  RANKING OF ELEMENTS 

1907 mill building and attached engine room – HIGH 

1946 grain silos including enclosed stair access – HIGH 

Modern office/storage building – NEUTRAL/INTRUSIVE 

Views marked purple, blue and yellow in Figure 3.3 – HIGH 

Views marked orange and pink in Figure 3.3 – MODERATE 

Archaeological evidence of the Manager’s Cottage – POTENTIALLY MODERATE 

Archaeological evidence of the three storey building behind (to the west of the mill building) – 

POTENTIALLY MODERATE 
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Archaeological evidence of the wheat sheds and other associated storage sheds – POTENTIALLY LOW  

It is not known if there is any historic milling equipment within the complex and thus it is not possible to 

assess its heritage significance at this time. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

48 Former Brunton’s Flour Mill, Gunnedah - Heritage Assessment September 2012  GAO 

6. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

6.1 CONCLUSIONS 

The former Brunton’s Flour Mill has LOCAL and potentially STATE heritage significance. 

Retain the following key aspects of the site in order to retain its identified heritage significance: 

 the 1907 brick mill building and attached engine shed (including any remnant historic 

equipment if present); 

 painted signs on the exterior of the mill building, particularly evidence of the “Brunton” sign on 

the south-eastern wall; 

 the 1946 silos including the corrugated iron enclosed access stairs; 

 the early weighbridge (if it still exists); 

 the physical and visual connection to the town centre; 

 the relatively uncluttered setting of the mill with Pensioner’s Hill as a backdrop to the west and 

the surrounding grassed and treed reserves to the south; 

 the physical and visual connection between the mill and the railway precinct/railway line to the 

east and south; 

 key views of the front of the mill from Railway Avenue and New Street (shown in Figures 3.9 to 

3.19); 

 key views of the mill from Pensioner’s Hill (shown in Figures 3.21 to 3.23). 

 

6.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Any option to develop a new road over rail bridge in Gunnedah should aim to conserve the identified 

heritage values of the former Brunton’s Flour Mill and in particular should avoid impacts to the key 

characteristics of the site identified in Section 6.1 above.  

2. The option to construct the new road over rail bridge at the current New Street railway crossing is not 

recommended.  A large bridge and associated access ramps in this location would visually and 

physically cut the mill site off from the town and the railway and milling precinct.  It would adversely 

impact the identified heritage values of the site, particularly those relating to the setting of the mill 

and views to it. It would be difficult to mitigate the heritage impacts of a bridge in this location. 

3. The alternative option to construct a new road over rail bridge to the west of the mill site is likely to 

have some impacts to the identified aesthetic values of the former Brunton’s Flour Mill, particularly 

in regard to the setting of the mill, but it is the preferred option of the two. 

Potential heritage impacts of the western route for the bridge could include: 

 avoiding new structure and hard landscaping in the area outlined in red in the figure below; 

 retaining the screening trees outlined in green in the figure below; 
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 using soft finishes wherever possible, for example grass rather than concrete on 

embankments. 

 

 

 

4. Once the preferred option has been developed a Heritage Impact Statement will need to be prepared 

for submission to the local council.  Further work on the assessment of heritage significance will be 

needed at this time, facilitated by a full inspection of the property internally and externally.     

5. Any excavation in areas of archaeological potential identified in Section 3.3 of this report will require 

approval or exemption under the NSW Heritage Act, 1977.  Salvage archaeology may be required.  

Specific documentation requirements for the application can be determined once the impacts of the 

project are known.   
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